

Assad hobting out against peace— Peres 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez A! Assad is not fully 
committed to the peace process. Israel’s Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres charged in an interview published Sunday. “President Assad 
fought a war and abandoned that option. He divorced himself 
from war bat has not yet wed himself to peace,*' Mr. Peres lokJ the 
Arabic daily A1 HayaL “He is at a half-way stage, in the position 
'of a bachelor," the Israeli minister said. “Assad wants us to 
accept, prior to negotiations, its position" on a total pun out from 
the Golan, "which we have never done and win never do," Mr. 
Peres said. “We are not demanding that he change his position ... 
but if the Syrian want peace, they wfll have to negotiate at a high 
level," he added. “In negotiations there are always two positions. 
Success requires that a third position come from top-level 
negotiations." The Syrian government daily Tishrin said recently 
that the Middle East peace process was "frozen” and Israel was to 
blame. 
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Ekeus seeks quicker progress in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. disarmament chief Rolf Ekeus, 
arriving here Sunday with a team of weapons inspectors, said he 
wanted Iraq to comply more quickly with key parts of a U.N. 
resolution ending the Gulf war four years ago. “We think that this 
session can be a very important and positive one," Mr. Ekeus told 
reporters ahead of ’talks in late evening with the head of Iraq's 
Military Industrialisation Organisation, General Amer Moham- 
mad Rashid. “We hope wc can move forward now quickly to get 
the implementation of die important pan of Resolution 6S7," 
which set the terms of the ceasefire in the war to drive Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait, he said. He did not elaborate. Mr. Ekeus' trip 
coincided with a British newspaper report, based on the "confes- 
sions” of a senior Iraqi defector, that Iraq deceived the weapons 
inspectors and successfully hidden some of his biological arsenal 
and ballistic missiles. 
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Fuih^fc.; Interior Ministry 
! official retired 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Cabinet on Sunday decided 
to retire Ministry of Interior 
na lai^:; Secretary General Khalil 
^tendjj'v Khreisat effective Monday, 
tten* informed sources told the 
s*n»h, • '-Jordan Tunes. The sources 
t{ jT 1 ’ ■: said Irbid Governor Fayez A1 
rme r Tr b o. Abbadi was tipped to replace 
a?e Fof»^v Mr. Khreisat. The cabinet 
nutn also decided to retire Gov- 
^nuailv i : ernor Fayez AJ Khasawneh. 

ijgjj jic Hunter sparks 

^s inT ^ AMMAN (AFP) — A hunter 
in Jordan sparked an alert 
naiiir 1111 ^ when he fired in the direction 
livbed of Israeli soldiers along the 
W (j r _' n lb border of the two countries, a 
*hj. ' “'Ww*. Jordanian official said Sun- 
day. Jordanian soldiers disco- 
n vered that a man who fired a 

“ ,n ? V: single shot Saturday was a 
hunter looking for boars in 
cr the border region, said the 
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**• alert on border 


official who asked not to be 
. ■ a named. An Israeli army 
^^uniry oip-.' spokesman said earlier that 
,;in sad. Israeli and Jordanian troops 
is , . bad searched both sides of 
Wfll fee*; 'the border after the scare 
menlsou' Saturday. Jordanian soldiers 
, _ 7 * ‘ found a hunting rifle after a 

i eperabof; search but the hunter 
| escaped, the spokesman said. 

■ ChanttHjfi. ** 

; »s ^Shin Beth gets 
new chief 

! Sfi"' -TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Prime 

• ben 2 ^'Minister Yitzhak Rabin 

; vir'e^r ■ < appointed a specialist on Jew- 
: ish extremists to head the 

* ‘,V c 5-- General Security Service or 

. Shin Beth on Sunday, offi- 

-■ja ,«n.- ciajis sajd. The 44-year-old, 
'who was indentified only by 

■ .Vos codeftame "K” was 

'■u Mfolwtf*: promoted from deputy of 

Israel’s internal intelligence 
rawd agency which leads the 
--makepit- underrover fight against sub- 
n0£ ^-' version. 
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Fateh warns Hamas 

GAZA (R) — Yasser Ara- 
fat’s Fateh faction warned 
militants on Sunday against 
attacking Palestinian security 
officers who arrest activists. 
The Fateh Hawks military 
wing was answering a state- 
ment issued by Hamas on 
Fridav which threatened to 
hit back if Mr. Arafat’s secur- 
ity forces went on arresting 
Hamas activists in the 
Palestinian- ruled Gaza Strip. 
A statement by the Hawks 
warned Izzeddin AJ Qassam, 
the military wing of Hamas, 
BniishtP^- against "using threats and re- 
da. Fof® sorting to internal violence 
Mate' and sedition as a weapon... 
rolling we warn you, be careful, be 
. wteiflK k careful Qassam brigades ab- 
1 j. v wo*!" out using this method.” 

j Algerian opposition 

plans new talks 

He** 4 *. 

; latf r^> PARIS (AFP) — Algerian 
I *a> w* 5 ; secular and fundamentalist 
opposition gronps who prop- 
I osed a peace plan last month 

• . c ; :n issw- in Rome are planning 
jiainsi ^ another meeting, this time in 

• -Atiid-Vf Algeria, one of the signator- 
i:'. c |iol 3 - c sies said Sunday. Abdullah 


■ Djaballah, president of the 

"sui # Islamic Rennaissance Move- 


! iof^ ment, told the newspaper AJ 
; F „ vt * 1 * 1 Hayat that the meeting would 
• tsrl be organised "in as short a 
: n l ^lofc'itime as possible." 

; £»**’ 


King Hussein: Oct. 26 treaty positive 
precedent for Arab peace with Israel 

Jordan will always remain part of Arab Nation , but it will 
not be a card for others to play # Kingdom ’s relations 
with Gulf states are much better than they were after crisis 



By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has asserted 
thai the Oct. 26 peace treaty 
with Israel wfll not affect 
Jordan’s standing in the Arab 
Nation, saying that the King- 
dom has always been part of 
the Arab World, taking part 
in all its battles and offering 
sacrifices for its well-being. 

"It is strange that some 
have the impression that the 
peace process means that Jor- 
dan has been separated from 
(the Arab Nation)," King 
Hussein said in an interview 


with the London-based AI 
Hayat Arabic daily Saturday. 

King Hussein ’ said thin 
closer Arab relations will ren- 
der the Arab World better 
prepared to tackle the many 
problems plaguing the area'. 

But the King said the in- 
stitutions of joint Arab ac- 
tion, like the Arab League 
and the Arab summit, have 
been weakened, blaming all 
Arabs for the failure of these 
institutions to perform their 
duties. 

“We are waiting for (the 
Arab summit institution) to 
be active again and move in 
accordance with its responsi- 


bilities.'* King Hussein told 
Ai Havat’s cbFef editor. Jihad 
Al Khazen, in the interview 
which will be published in 
today's issue of the newspap- 
er. 

His Majesty rejected 
accusations that the peace 
treaty with Israel had 
weakened the Syrian nego- 
tiating position. The treaty 
"could be a precedent (for 
moving) in the right direc- 
tion,” he said. 

King Hussein reasserted 
Jordan's concern that the 
peace treaty be a siep in the 
process of building compre- 
hensive, just and lasting 


peace that would include all 
parties to the peace talks. 

King Hussein reiterated 
Jordan's commitment :o the 
peace treaty with Israel, 
saying that Israel too is im- 
plementing all the agree- 
ments it has reached with 
Jordan. 

Addressing the issue of 
normalisation of ties with 
Israel, His Majesty said that 
there are no obstacles that 
cannot be overcome in time. 

"Some of us might have 
opinions that have to do with 
persons or their feelings on 
normalisation. (But) 1 be- 
lieve that the majority of the 


people are aware that prog- 
ress {in implementing) all 
that has been agreed upon is 
me basis tor effecting 
changes... in fulfilling the 
need' cf the people in the 
coming period,” King Hus- 
sein said. 

In an earlier interview with 
the Egyptian newspaper Al 
Ahrsm, the King said norma- 
lisation of relations was 
essential to allow people to 
"taste the fruits of peace." 

“Our aim after we have 
restored our rights is to build 
Jordan and allow its citizens a 
decent life... to create a new 
atmosphere. So how can we 


achieve this if we don’t have 
normal relations?" Reuters 
quoted the King as telling Al 
Ahram in the interview which 
was published Sunday. 

"It is either war or peace, 
but half solutions are not 
possible." the King told Al 
Ahram. 

King Hussein said that Jor- 
dan will extend all possible 
support to the Palestinians 
but will in no way interfere in 
their negotiations with Israel. 

The King reiterated that 
Jordan will not address the 
final shape of its relations 
with the Palestinians before 
they are able, under condi- 


tions of freedom, to choose 
what they want. 

Asked whether Jordan was 
willing to freeze the imple- 
mentation of the peace treaty 
with Israel if that was the 
price for unproved relations 
with Syria, His Majesty said 
the Kingdom was not wilting 
to renege on its commitments 
under the treaty, pointing to 
the inevitability of the con- 
tinuation of the peace process 
on all tracks, including the 
Syrian track. 

"Jordan has never been, 
and will never be, a card in 

(Continued on page 7j 


2 civilians, 

3 others 
killed in 

Israeli raid 


MARJAYOUN (AP) - 
Israeli warplanes and artillery 
blasted resistance targets in 
South Lebanon Sunday after 
mnltiple assaults by guerrillas 
on an Israeli-occupied border 
enclave. 

The heaviest exchanges in 
months killed two Lebanese 
civilians, two guerrillas and 
an Israeli-affiliated South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) and 
wounded five civilians, said 
security sources. A second 
SLA militiaman wounded in 
erlier clashes died Sunday. 

White clouds of smoke en- 
gulfed the stricken villages as 
thousands of residents hud- 
dled in basements to escape 
the fighting;. Hardest hit in 
Israeli reprisals was the vil- 
lage of Kfar Roumman, 
where a 37-year-old man and 
an 18-year-oid woman were 
'killed, said the security 
sources. Among the wound- 
ed were two eight-year-olds 
and an 11 -year-old. 

A total of 27 houses and 13 
vehicles sustained damage in 
Kfar Roumman near Nab- 
tiyeb, said reporters at the 
scene. 

The guerrilla assault on the 
Israeli-occupied “security 
zone” was the fiercest in re- 
cent months in terms of fire- 
power and number of posi- 
tions struck. 

Israel’s massive retaliation, 
including three air raids and 
thousands of artillery shells 
lobbed on southern Lebanese 
villages in the spate of six 
hours, raised the specter of a 
major showdown on the last 
flaring Arab-Israeli war 
front. 
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AN ANNOUNCEMENT BY 

fK-t the agricultural materials 

. 3 r-. TRADE ASSOCIATION 

jin? 

The general assembly of the Agricultural Materials Trade 
,, 1 * 112 Association met on Saturday 18/02/95 to deal with H. E 

* ..The Agriculture Minister's lack of response regarding a 
eljJ request by our association for an audience to discuss witn 

* M> him the adverse effects of his decision to 'Fix’ the prices of 
agricultural materials, hopefully before commencing ac- 
tion in this regard. This regrettable decision jviewedio 

. be in conflict with the revered directions of His Majesty 


s&L 

rne 

SJ2 


® j !* and the instructions of the rightly guided government that 
n{vL 1 ^.iP?' r calls for the liberalisation of that private sector in order to 
nh^S}* 1 concur with a market oriented economy and ultimately 
[.ni^shoulder more responsibility in agricultural economic 
ijjsi ^^.development . ^ . 

in The services and products offered by the agricultural 

^^^materials companies include: Transfer of technology. 


|e frr0^ d ^°SSoes and products offered by the agricultural 
«-an C£l ^materials companies include: Transfer of technology. 
jT’fli .(/.technical assistance to the farmer, advanced products, 
Ihefo^d^iextension service, farm credit...etc. The cost of such 
I-vorfl 3 .^ services and products is proportionately small in terms of 
•jfifVfiflM production cost. Yet their value to agncultural 
^production far exceeds this small proportion they repre- 
,nI Sunlit ? sent. 

P'S tfS p The general assembly consequently decided to raise 
1,1 J £this vital matter with H.E The Prime Minister. The 
lap " ^Honorable Zaid Ibn Shaker, to hear our point of view. 

m — 
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PLO executives plan to 
chart new peace strategy 

Arafat-Peres talks fail to lift om 

Rabin cabinet okays settlement expansion 

Palestinian killed as Israel eases siege 


King orders help to ex-servicemen, 
improved traffic and safety on roads 


Combined agency dispat ches 

THE PALESTINE Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
threatened Sunday to throw 
the Israel-PLO peace process 
into total disarray, saying its 
Executive Committee would 
map out a new path to peace 
amid a deadlock in talks on 
extending self-rule. 

Committee Secretary Jam- 
al Al Surani also warned that 
Israel as well as Europe and 
the United States would run 
serious security risks if the 
process collapsed. 

PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres failed 
in talks in Paris early Sunday 
to overcome obstacles to 
pushing the peace process 
forward. 

In other developments: 
Israeli soldiers shot and killed 
Palestinians trying to sneak 
into Israel Sunday, as a near- 


ly month-old travel ban bar- 
ring tens of thousands of 
Palestinians from their jobs 
in the Jewish state was eased. 

— The Israeli government 
stood by a decision to allow 
three settlements to expand 
on occupied land around 
Jerusalem despite opposition 
from left-wing ministers, offi- 
cials said. 

In Cairo. Mr. Surani told 
AFP that the PLO Executive 
Committee would "reconsid- 
er everything that has hap- 
pened since the Madrid 
conference (in October 1991) 
until now” when it meets in 
Cairo at the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan in early 
March. 

It would "decide on a new 
programme to reach a peace 
based on a total (Israeli) 
withdrawal from the occu- 
pied territories, the disman- 
tling of the settlements, the 
return of the refugees and the 


establishment of a state of > 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
emment to take a'ppropriate 
measures to improve the liv- 
ing conditions of retired ser- 
vicemen. 

In a meeting with Prime 
Minister Shanf Zeid Ben 
Shaker at the Prime Ministry, 
tiie King was briefed on the 


Palestine with Jerusalem as \ government plans and studies 


the capital," he added. 

Mr. Arafat, who is re- 
portedly dose to Mr. Surani. 
chairs the committee, which 
is the highest executive body 
for all Palestinians both in the 
territories and in exile and 
groups all Palestinian factions 
except the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas. 

On Sunday, Mr. Arafat 
failed to break the deadlock 
in renewed talks with Mr. 
Peres in Paris. 

Mr. Surani charged there 
had been "a deviation" from 
the accords which launched 
self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho in May. 

An Israeli redeployment 
on the occupied West" Bank 
and Palestinian elections 
were scheduled for July in the 
1993 Declaration of Prinri- 

( Continued on page 7) 


aimed at making the required 
improvements. The King 
ordered that procedures be 
speeded up and that regula- 
tions be issued for this pur- 
pose as soon as possible. 

He said that plans should 
be made in such a manner 
that would ensure equality 
between the new pension sys- 
tem and the old system as 


best as possible. 

Last Tuesday AJubauio** 
mic and Social Organisation 
of Retired Servicemen 
(JESORS) was received by 
the King at the Royal Court. 

They presented their case 
to the King, appealing to him 
for assistance in improving 
their living conditions. 

The delegation earlier met 
with the prime minister, who 
had promised a government 
action in this regard. 

The King also directed the 
government on Sunday on 
matters related to traffic and 
safety on the roads. He said 
that everything possible 
should be made to ensure 
safety for passengers and for 
providing the public and pri- 
vate transport vehicles with 


safety devices. 

,.Mt.nlna,.is-iBi:iiluC3 >1/ mi 

local and foreign media to 
have access to modern means 
of communications and tele- 
communications so that the 
Kingdom will be rightly cons- 
idered as a distinguished cen- 
tre for world media. 

King Hussein listened to a 
briefing by the prime minis- 
ters on issues of public in- 
terest and the government’s 
plans and programmes to 
deal with them. 

Present at the meetings 
were the two deputy prime 
ministers and ministers of 
state for Prime Ministry 
affairs as well as the minister 
of finance and post and com- 
munications. 


Plans uncertain for meeting 
on repatriation of displaced 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Plans to con- 
vene a four-party meeting in 
Amman on Feb. 26 on the 
repatriation of Palestinians 
displaced in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war remained unclear 
on Sunday in the absence of 
an Israeli acceptance of the 
date, a senior official said. 

The meeting of the foreign 
ministers of Jordan, Egypt 
and Israel with their Palesti- 
nian counterpart is part of a 
process called for in the dec- 
laration of principles (DoP) 
signed by Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in September 
1993. 

The DoP stipulates that 
Israel and the PLO would 
invite the governments of 
Jordan and Egypt for "coor- 
dination” in the repatriation 
of Palestinians who come 
under the category of dis- 
placed during the 1967 war. 

It was decided recently that 
the meeting would be hosted 
by Jordan, whose position is 
that it would attend any talks 
that have to do with the 
displaced Palestinians since 
about 700,000 of them live in 
the Kingdom and Amman is 
anxious to ensure that their 
rights under international 
laws are honoured and re- 


spected. 

The official said the Feb. 
26 date was tentatively set 
early this month but had to 
be confirmed by the three 
other parries — Egypt, the 
Palestinians and Israel. 

While there was no prob- 
lem over the Palestinian and 
Egyptian participation in the 
meeting on the appointed 
date, Israel has not yet in- 
formed Jordan of its stand, 
said the official, who prefer- 
red anonymity. 

The issue was discussed 
during a Washington meeting- 
on Feb. 12 of the foreign 
ministers of Jordan, Israel 
and Egypt — Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, Shimon Peres and 
Amr Musa — as well as a 
senior representative of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), but no definite 
decision on a date for the 
Amman gathering was taken, 
according to the official. 

“It would seem that Peres 
was not exactly very happy 
with the positions adopted by 
Jordan and Egypt on the 
issue,” said the official, refer- 
ring to the Washington meet- 
ing as well as an earlier 
Jordani an-Egypti a n- 
Palestinian meeting in Cairo 
in early February. 

As a result, the Israeli 
minister, who obviously saw 
closer coordination among 


the three Arab parties over 
the repatriation of the dis- 
placed Palestinians among 
other issues, did not appear 
very enthusiastic about the 
Amman meeting on Feb. 26, 
said the official. 

Other officials said a post- 
ponement of the meeting 
would suit Jordan since Arab 
League Secretary-General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid is sche- 
duled to visit Jordan on the 
same date. 

The United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) has 865,000 Palesti- 
nians registered as displaced 
Palestinians: Jordan has ab- 
out 700,000 of this figure . and 
the rest are believed to be 
living elsewhere in the region 
and outside. 

Political observers believe 

Israel would not allow any 
large-scale repatriation of the 
displaced Palestinians to their 
homeland in the immediate 
phase. 

% Jordan is also expected to 
give priority to the return 
home from Jordan of be- 
tween 60,000 and SO. 000 
Palestinians who were denied 
entry to the occupied territor- 
ies since 1967 on grounds that 
their Israeli-issued entry per- 
mits had expired. 

The case of these people 
will be neared differently 
from the displaced. 




once 
always in touch 

Due to the overwhelming demand, JMTS 
will now extend the pre-registration period 
for the cellular services for 

TWO MORE DAYS 


A limited number of lines are still available. 

Registration at the following locations. 


•forte Grand Hotel 

• JMTS Headquarters: 

• Untied Insurance Company: 

• Skhdrat Tours Corporation: 
•lotto Chamber of Commerce 

• Volvo car dealer: • 

•MC: . 

• Lotus for satetit e: 


located In Umm-Uthaina 
acrosss from the Son Rock Hotel. 

SOI Street 

Jabot Amman / Inside Intercontinental Hotel 
Muhata 

Shmeisani / Grindlays Bank Center 
Gardens Street 



Fastfink 


lei: 8637S0 FCOC 86377Q 

P.O.Box: 94082 1 Amman - 1 11 1 94 Jordan 


Jordon Mobile Telephone Services 
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Israel tears down 

fiomes in Jerusalem 
as settlements grow 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel is using heli- 
copters, aerial photos and 
bulldozers to stop Palesti- 
nians building; in East Jeru- 
salem while it steams ahead 
with constructing homes for 
Jewish settlers in the annexed 
part of the Holy City. 

A special department in 
the Interior Ministry with an 
equivalent in the Jerusalem 
city hall have been put in 
charge of keeping tabs on any 
budding work undertaken by 
Palestinians in the Holy City. 

‘Teams of inspectors pat- 
rol the Arab part of Jeru- 
salem taking photos of apart- 
ment blocks , factories and 
sheds, 1 ' Anat Hoffman, a 
member of the left-wing 
Meretz Party in the Jeru- 
salem council, told AFP. 

She said the interior minis- 
try also used a helicopter 
which took aerial photos. 

"The images are then re- 
grouped and experts compare 
them from year to year to 
detect illegal construction,’' 
she said. 

If the authorities deem reg- 
ulations have been abused 
then a destruction order is 
issued, and could be carried 
out within 72 hours, said 
lawyer Linda Bryer. 

The bead of the ministry's 
department is Sion Saad, 
whom Ms. Hoffman, de- 
nounced as a “cowboy who is 
convinced all the homes of 
the 100,000 Arabs in East 
Jerusalem should be des- 
troyed. 

“His activities have intensi- 
fied since the signing of the 
Oslo accords," which led to 
tiie launch of Palestinian self- 
rule in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho last May. Ms. Hoff- 
man added. 

Under the 1993 declaration 
of principles on autonomy, 
che status of Jerusalem is not 
due to be negotiated until 

1996. 


Daud Abasi, a father of 
five, learnt to his cost of the 
ministry’s efficiency. 

Last year he was told by 
the city hall to buOd and pay 
for a small wall arotmd the 
garden of his north Jerusalem 
home after a child fell down a 
ravine bordering it. 

But Mr. Saad spotted it 
from his bchcopteT and the 
wall was destroyed, Ms. 
Hoffman said, waving the file 
in her hand. 

Nabil Solokrot was another 
casualty of the regulations 
when be poured concrete in 
front of his door to stop mud 
flooding into his home when 
it rained. 

The concrete block was 
seen and ordered to be de- 
molished. 

Ms. Hoffman said Mr. 
Saad, not taking any rides, 
personally intervened with 
dozens of border-guards and 
a bulldozer to destroy the 
block. Mr. Solokrot was also 
left with a $1,400 fine. 

‘The demolition of houses 
and foundations of other 
structures often resembles a 
military operation," said Mr. 
Bryer, who with a group of 
lawyers has taken on dozens 
of complaints from Arab resi- 
dents of Jerusalem. 

An interior ministry 
spokesman told AFP that 
Mr. Saad did not give inter- 
views to th press. 

In stark contrast to the 
rules applied to Arabs, Jew- 
ish settlements are springing 
op on the “annexed” land. 

But since 1967 Israel “has 
not built a single apartment 
for Arabs," said Sarah 
Kammker, a town planner 
and director of the Jewish- 
Arab Information Centre in 
Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile, about 65,700 
homes for Israelis are being 
built within the limits of 


“greater 

added. 


Jerusalem, she 


Cetin 
heads 
new party 


ANKARA (AFP) — Former 
Turkish Foreign Minister 
Hi kmc t Cetin of he oo- ruling 
People's Social Democratic. 
Party (SHP) was elected 
leader Saturday of a new 
centrist party, in a move that 
could shatter Premier Tansu 
Oiler’s coalition. 

The new party has been 
formed by a merger with the 
People's Republican Party 
(CHP), which is in opposi- 
tion. 

Delegates of the two par- 
ties, meeting in Ankara to 
agree the details, were later 
to decide which party will 
accept dissolution in the 
other's favour. 

In theory, the two will 
merge under the banner of 
the CHP. If that happens, 
Ms. Oner's coalition with the 
SHP would be in doubt, as 
some constitutional experts 
believe it would be impossi- 
ble for her to carry on a 
partnership with a new party 
drawn in part from the 
opposition. 

Other experts said the de- 
cision rested with Mr. Cetin, 
58, who is a broadly- 
respected pacifist and experi- 
enced diplomat of Kurdish 
origin. 

Mr. Cetin, an SHP mem- 
ber, was the unopposed com- 
promise candidate. The lead- 
ers of the two constituent 
parties. Foreign Minister 
Murat Karayaldn of the SHP 
and Deniz Baykal of the CHP 
had both refused to make 
way for the other as leader. 

Mr. Cetin has defined his 
major political aim as the 
creation of a unified and 
strong centre left in Turkish 
politics. 

He was replaced as foreign 
minister last July by Mumtaz 
Soysal, a fellow SHP deputy, 
who himself stepped down in 
November in ravour of Mr. . 
Karayaldn. 




TENSION: Somali women and men surround a protection of the U.S.-lead Operation Shield. 
Pakistan U.N. soldier who guards the entrance The UJs. soldiers are reported to be equipped 
of Mogadishu airport. The UNOSOM leaves with experimental crowd-control weapons 
Somalia by the first week of March under the (AFP photo) 


Princess pays tribute to industrial 
sector’s contributions to the needy 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
ina on Sunday expressed 
appreciation of the Jordanian 
industrial sector for its con- 
tinued backing for the Rama- 
dan charity campaign and 
businessmen's contributions 
to the needy. 

Speaking at an iftar hosted 
in her honour by the indust- 
rial sector and the Jordanian 
business community, the 
Princess said that their con- 
tributions highlighted the fact 
that social solidarity was a 
permanent feature of the 
Jordanian society. 

The contributions collected 
through the annual cam- 
paigns have been benefiting 
scores' of needy families who 


received financial and in-kind 
assistance and grants to start 
income generating' projects, 
she said. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry president and Jorda- 
nian Businessmen Associa- 
tion (JBA) Chairman Hamdi 
Tabbaa delivered addresses, 
stressing their determination 
to hack the campaigns, which 
are spearheaded by the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social, 
Developmept (QAF). 

Bashir to head QAF 

Princess Basina on Son day 
announced the appointment 
of Awni A1 Bashir, a former 
minister and member of Par- 
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aide cites six areas to watch in peace process 


'WASHINGTON (USIA) - 

ln_ the halls of government, 
.iy considered the art of. the 
probable while policy is 
seen as the art of the possi- 
ble. 

In other words, says a sea- 
soned State Department 
official, good policy rests on 
good analysis which, in 
turn, rests on good intelli- 
gence. 

Daniel Kortzer, the prin- 
cipal deputy assistant 
secretary of Slate in the 
Bureau of Intelligence and 
Research, provided an in- 
sight into the workings of 
an intelligence officer in a 
rare, candid, and on-the- 
record presentation Feb. 16 
at the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy. Until 
10 days ago, Mr. Kurtzer 
served as deputy assistant 
secretary of state for Near 
Eastern Affairs with special 
responsibility for Arab- 
Israeli negotiations. 

The forum was shared by 
two of his counterparts 
from the National Security 
Council at the White House 
and the Defence Depart- 
ment. Senior government 
officials and former offi- 
cials. including ex-Secretaiy 
of defence Les Aspin, and 
several ambassadors from 
the Middle East as well as 
European diplomats 
attended the session, which 
was titled “Intelligence and 
the Middle East: What do 
we need to know?” 

From the White House 
came Ellen Laipson, who is 
the director for Near East 
and South Asian affairs and 
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who previously served as 
the National Intelligence 

TiSE rafuigftii sTcpicsei na- 
tive was John L. Moore 
who holds the position of 
Defence Intelligence Offic- 
er for the Middle East, 
South Asia and Terrorism. 
He previously led the De- 
fence Intelligence Agency’s 
research and production 
effort in support of Opera- 
tions Desert Shield and De- 
sert Storm during the Gulf 
war. 

Mr. Kurtzer’s presenta- 
tion focused primarily on 
the Arab-Israeli negotia- 
tions, which last weekend 
saw President Bill Clinton 
and Vice President A! Gore 
participate in a meeting 
hosted by Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher for the 
foreign ministers of Israel, 
Egypt, Jordan and a senior 
aide of Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat. 

Intelligence analysis, in 
the view of Kurtzer, has to 
provide “a . sense to the • 
trends, where facts fit into 
long-term trends and when 
those trends are likely to 
impact on policymakers’ 
agendas.” The task of in- 
telligence, he continued, is 
“fast facts" — what the 
policymaker needs to know 
accurately in real time and 
what may have a relevance 
for U.S. policy. 

Mr. Kurtzer explained 
the primary purpose of in- 
telligence as providing the 
president with “strategic 
warnings” about threats to 
the United States and pro- 
viding tactical commanders 
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in the field with the intelli- 
gence needed to cany ont 
tJssigitea'To theft. u “ 

At the outset, Mr. Kurt- 
zer underfilled the import- 
ance of “regional exper- 
tise,” saying that nothing 
will ever substitute for it in 
the intelligence community 
or at the operational side. 

Generally speaking, he 
continued, intelligence 
analysis has to address six 
main areas: 

— A need to understand 
“local and regional dyna- 
mics.” In other words, 
“what's happening today 
and how does it relate to 
what happened yesterday.” 

— A need to understand 
the social and political en- 
vironment in which the 
peace process is operating. 

— A need to understand 
“deeply rooted” beliefs of 
all parties including “the 
role of Islam, the role of 
Zionism or the role of new- 
or post-Zionist Israel.'’ Mr. 
Kurtzer added: “We need 
to understand the way peo- 
ple think about themselves 
and about their belief sys- 
tem.” 

— A need to understand 
leadership attitudes. "The 
question we are often asked 
is ‘what is President Mubar- 
ak and what is President 
Assad and what is Prime 
Minister Rabin -.thinking 
What are their intentions 
and what is motivating 
them and how they are like- 
ly to act under certain cir- 
cumstances." 

— A need to understand 
the “hopes, fears and con- 


cerns” of the people in the 
region. It is not ooly.leaders 
Wfefl, W?Cfifpftagisra? , ?tera' 
he observed that most 
countries in the Middle 
East do not provide a re- 
ceptive environment for 
polling techniques. Accor- 
dingly. assessment of popu- 
lar attitudes becomes very 
difficult. 

— A need to understand 
“national negotiating 
styles" or, as he put it. "a 
close study of the way peo- 
ple interact with other peo- 
ple across the negotiating 
table.” 

Mr. Kurtzer was more to 
the point when he discussed 
the problems that beset the 
ongoing Israeli-Palestinian 
peace negotiations. He 
enumerated six issues that 
merit close watching. 

First, the problem of 
"structural fault lines” that 
exist in the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations. 
Are these negotiations on 
track, he asked, and has the 
Osig process taken root 
enough so that it can over- 
come immediate issues that 
beset the two parties? The 
Israel public's perception is 
drat they have not gained a 
greater degree of security 
from this peace process, 
while the Palestinian 
perception is that the peace 
process has reached a dead- 
end in the Gaza-Jericho 
takeover. “Is this a structu- 
ral fault line ora temporary 
problem.” asked Kurtzer. 
Here, the intelligence com- 
munity needs to suggest 
reasons as to why the im- 


passe has come about. 

.The second ar.ea to 

the existing agreements. 
* Why haven't the existing 
agreements taken greater 
root or borne greater fruit, 
he asked. Are there prob- 
lems in Palestinian 
decision-making or Palesti- 
nian governance that need 
to be taken into account? 
Are there problems in 
Israeli policies and Israeli 
practices that continue to 
beset the process? Are 
there problems in the deliv- 
ery of donor assistance that 
are exacerbating the prob- 
lems on the ground? 

A third "particular” area 
to watch, he continued, is 
the Israeli-Syrian negotia- 
tions. Here, he continued, 
the question is whether the 
political will continues to 
exist among Syrian and 
Israeli leaders to reach an 
agreement and, if so, why 
they haven’t broken 
through on issues that are 
well known to both sides. 
“It is remarkable and 
perhaps not surprising how 
little is secret about the 
Syrian-Israeli engage- 
ment," he observed. But, " 
or course, what is secret, he 
continued, are the “desires 
and expectations on the 
part of the leaderships ab- 
out what they will concede 
and when, in order to reach 
an agreement." 

Egypt was cited by Mr. 
Kurtzer as the fourth area 
that should be watched in 
the peace process. He won- 
dered whether there is “a 


long-term trend develop- 
ment . . ipi , which. .Egypt, . is . 
seekuuLa Jeade»>f><n fnio »*». 
mopearo process.” Does 

Egypt see itself outside the 
process, he asked, and what 
levers is Egypt using to re- 
tain the role carved out for 
itself ntoi it signed a peace 
agreement with Israel in 
1979? 

Arab hesitation is 
another issue that Mr. 
Kurtzer focused on. “As 
many positive things as can 
be said about die Arab 
world's acceptance of the 
peace process, including its 
-participation in the multi- 
lateral negotiations,” be 
stressed, “the fact of the 
matter is that there has 
been too little consolidation 
of Arab- Israeli relations af- 
ter the Madrid process be- 
gan in 1991. The intelli- 
gence community owes 
policymakers an analysis of 
the causes of this Arab 
hesitation, he added. Or 
what are the factors that 
may impel the Arabs to 
take a more forward- 
leaning role in moving to- 
ward a comprehensive set- 
tlement. 

Lastly, Mr. Kurtzer said, 
U.S. policymakers need “a 
clearer understanding” of 
the way the American role 
is perceived in the region. 

He said his office Thatches 
“carefully for indications of 
whether our role is effective 
and efficient and whether 
there are either cries in the 
region for more assistance 
or stand-offishness on the 
part of that assistance.” 
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Jenin rejects limited 
self-rule, but wary 
of full autonomy 




Lament, as QAF executive 
director. 

The Princess received Dr. 
Bashir in her office and said 
she was confident that his 
appointment would further 
boost the QAF activities and 
achieve its objectives. 

E>r. Bashir expressed his 
delight at the appointment 
and pledged that he would do 
his best to serve the local 
community benefiting from 
his past experience as minis- 
ter of social development 

Dr. Bashir was elected as 
member of Parliament for the 
Balqa district in . the 1989 
elections and was appointed 
minister of social develop- 
ment in June 1991. 


JENIN, Occupied West Bank 
(AFP) — Toe mayor and 
residents in this bushing West 
Bank town say an Israeli 
offer of autonomy without a 
troop withdrawal would 
make little difference to 
them. 

And many doubt their lives 
would get much better if and 
when foil Palestinian setf-ruk 
comes to Jenin. 

Abdullah Lahlouh, whom ' 
Israel appointed mayor of 
Jenin 10 years ago, dismissed 
the offer as “nothing more 
than we already have” for the 
28,000 residents of this town 
set among green hills , oKve 
groves and almond trees. 

“Hus is completely out of . 
the question. It s just a waste 
of time,” Mr. Lahloub said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin proposed the 
“Jenin-first” option at a sum- 
mit Thursday with Yasser 
Arafat aimed at defusing ten- 
sion over the delay in spread- 
ing Palestinian self-rule on 
the West Bank. 

Mr. Arafat and senior 
Palestinian officials have 
tinned down the offer for 
some municipal ami econo- 
mic freedom, and Mr. Rabin 
confessed tire Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
chief was not enthusiastic, 
but left the plan on the table 
anyway. 

“In any case, we control 
more than 99 per cent of daily 
life here, as well as economic 
life," Mr. Lahlouh said. 
“What we need is military 
deployment and elections on 
all of the West Bank.” 

Israel turned over ecfoca- 
tion, health, taxation, tour- 
ism and social affairs on tire. 
West Bank to the Palestinian 
Authority three months ago. 

The move did not dramati- 
cally alter people’s fives as 
Palestinians initially ran 
these^l departments under 
Israeli officials. 

The spread of fall auton- 


omy to the West Bank, speci- 
fied as the second phase of 
tire 1993 declaration of prin- 
ciples on autonomy, has been 
stalled for months fey Israel’s. 

■ " il .mil MhpuU'''UUUpr«at-'«f 

built-up Palestinian arras. 

“We feel the Israeli army 
presence here,*’ said Hisham 
Abu Hayja, who is unem- 
ployed. 

‘They are out on the 
streets, they bother people. 
They tore up my identity card 
because it had a little hole in 


it — but I stuck it back.” 

A two-storey blue and 
white fenced-in building, the 
Israeli military administra- 
tion building stands in tire 
valley on the outskirts of - 
Jenin town. 

Next to it is a jail for 
minim um security prisoners. 

But, while Mr. Abu Hayja 
is tired of Israeli occupation, - m 
he and others were wary of 
what was to come under 
Palestinian self-rule. 

Taxi-driver Hamed Abdul- 
lah was particularly disillu- 
sioned by reports of bribery ; 
and favouritism in the - 
Palestinian Authority. ~ 

“I hear that to get a gov- 1 
eminent job, you have to be 
well connected, even to get a 
job done,” he said. 

“I also wony about repres- 
5km, no freedom of speech, ; 
like in other Arab states 
where no-one can criticise the ‘ 
rulers.” 

Fadl Raj eh, 45, was also ; 
unhappy with a Palesti n ian _ 
police crackdown in Gaza '' 
against har dline rs and others 
b ehin d anti-Israeli attacks. 

“He is bending to Amer- " 
ican and Israeli wishes," he 
said. - 

“Arafat’s popularity is - 
dropping as he is unable to 
get our prisoners released, all 
I want is that my. cousin 
should be freed arid all our ‘ 
friends,” he said. 

There are about 5,000 
Palestinians in Israeli jails, i 
and Mr. Arafat has been.* 
pushing for their release as * 
stipulated in the autonomy 
agreement. ~* 

Unemployed, Mr. Rajeh*,- 
said he had not pmd his elec- 
tricity bills for me years, and 
was covered by the muniri- 
patity. He was worried the „ 
Palestinian -Authority would „« 
force Mm to pay up. . -j 

“When Ararat comes here, . . 
we will go back to using cal 
lamps.” : . 

But. all looked forward to-.R 
the strongest evidence of «- 
Palestinian power that Mr. ” 
Arafat would bring: An-; 
armed police force in uniform 

- tike those. .in.. Gaza _andL.» 

- Jericho. t>- r*. 

“The most important tiling 
for ns here is security,” said . 
Emad A1 Sayess, a hairdres- 
ser from tire nearby Jenin - 
refugee camp of 11,000. 

“Otherwise what would we 
have gained, if s all for no- _ 
tiling. If we don't have bur-; 
police, its useless.” 


Israeli group slams conditions 
of lock-up for Palestinians 

The Jerusalem Post another budding. For several ~ 


■ “’.V 
.•« -i;*- 


SMALL four-bed ceils some- 
times bouse up to 50 Palesti- 
nians being held for illegally 
entering Israel, according to 
a report on Jerusalem's Rus- 
sian Compound lock-up by 
the Association for Civil 


another building. For several 
years, human rights groups 
have demanded conditions 
there be improved. 

Dept. Cmdr. David Ben- 
Yair, responsible for the 
lockup, said that some of the 


Rights in Israel. 
The buikiine is i 


The building is dilapidated, 
inside and oat. 

“In simmer, tire air is stifl- 
ing, while in winter, there are 
leaks and dampness,” and in 
many cells there is not 
enough fight to read, the 
report states. 

ACRI presented the report 
to Police Minister Moshe 
Shabal, demanding that the 
lockup be transferred to 

Foreign workers in 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
has imported 59,000 cheap 
foreign labourers to replace 
Palestinians and another 
11,000 are being recruited. 

Labour Minister Ora Naum- 


Other FHghts (Terminal 2) 

07:15 — Kh ar t oum (5 D 

Ofcas Cairo (MSi 

1*35.-.. Muscat, Aba Dhabi (GF 

14*e — Huda»dah(iy 

1430 Ktev(6U) 

17*5 RomefAZi 

17:50 Paris, Damascus (AF 

IMS-. Dubai ffiX) 

23:10 — - London (feA) 

01:10 A msterdam [KL) 


^Ihere were several objec- 
tive points that can’t be im- 
proved because of tire charac- 
ter of the buflding.” 

He was referring to the fact 
that the present complex is 
located in a British Mandate- 
era building protected by his- 
toric preservation codes. 
ACRI maintains this is a 
mjor reason the lockup must 
be moved. 

Israel top 70,000 

*UU Sunday. She presented 
the figure at the weekly 
cabinet meeting as Israel 

■ eased a month -long closure 
of tiie West Bank and Gaza 
Strip allowing 900 Palesti- 
nians to return to work 
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House discusses unemployment, 
TCC privatisation and Aqaba project 


^NW.TJ-TteLow. 
er House of Parliament met 
Smday and heard from de- 

PWies on the problem of un- 
employment, plans for priva- 
tising the Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation, and 
Aqaba port projects among 

other,. “sues. The deputieS 

also, listened to replies by 
“Offers on querries pr l 
viousiy presented to them by 
Lower House members. 

Deputy Abdullah Akhu 
Lrs “ e, deh voiced his dismay 
over the rising rate of uoero- 


— - Muiug lOH, U1 UUCin- 

Pioymcot and what he called 
™tde measures undertaken 
to deal with the problem. 

The deputy suggested that 
the government cut JD 3 
million from this year’s fiscal 
midget to be allocated for 
projects that would create 
jobs. 

He said that JD 1 million 
could go to the Ministry of 
Public Works to finance the 
employment of daily wage- 
earners working on the minur 
try’s projects, another JD I 
million for the Ministry of 
Agriculture to finance 
afforestation projects that 
employ as many workers as 
possible, and JD 1 million to 
pay daily wage-earners work- 
ing for the Department of 
Antiquities on excavations 


and the restoration of 
archaeological sites. 

Deputy Ahmad Qudah 
questioned the wisdom be- 
hind the government’s inten- 
tion to convert the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCC) into a private com- 
pany. 

The deputy asked whether 
the TCC was no longer able 
to handle its services to the 
public, and whether the pri- 
vate sector was more efficient 
in operating the corporation. 

The TCC, he added, is one 
of the most successful gov- 
ernment agencies, providing 
the 1995 fiscal budget with at 
least 188 million; and by pri- 
vatising the corporation the 
state treasury stands to lose a 
steady income at a time when 
the country resorts to bor- 
rowing to meet its obliga- 
tions. 

“I do not think that the 
private sector would be mor- 
re competent in handling the 
corporation's affairs and in 
offering better service,” 
added the deputy, who said 
there was not a single reason 
that justifies the transforma- 
tion. 

Mr. Qudah demanded that 
the government cancel plans 
for privatising the TCC in a 
bid to protect citizens’ in- 


terests and those of the na- 
tion. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker replied to a quer- 
ry by Deputy Nash Am mar- 
in concerning the criteria for 
die appointment of advisors 
to the government 

Sharif Zeid said that the 
criteria follows the same pat- 
terns of appointing other dvfl 
servants in other depart- 
ments. 

Ahmad Kasasbeb enquired 
about the Ports Corpora- 
tion's plans for building a 
passenger platform and its 
benefits to the Aqaba har- 
bour. 

In reply, Transport Minis- 
ter S amir Kawar said that the 
wharf was being built in im- 
plementation of a Cabinet 
decision upon the recom- 
mendation of a Japanese 
technical team which 
approved the feasibility study 
for the new projects. 

The minis ter said that the 
platform was needed in view 
of the increase in the number 
of passengers travelling be- 
tween Aqaba and Nweibeh, 
Egypt, noting that in 1994 
668,038 passengers were fer- 
ried to Nweibeh. Earnings 
from their transport totalled 
JD 958,039. 


Visiting Australian trade minister opens 
major regional trade office in Amman 


Locusts swarm northern S. Arabia 

Ministry says it is prepared for emergency 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Swanns 
of desert locusts have in- 
vaded parts of northern Saadi 
Arabia, and there is a possi- 
bility that the vegetation- 
destroying insects could mi- 
grate to Jordan, Agriculture 
Minister Ben Tarif 
announced Sunday. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, the 
minister said that the Rome- 
based U.N. Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) 
and the FAO Commission for 
Controlling the Desen Lo- 
cust in the Middle East ..have 
notified Jordan that parts of 
Tubama in the northern Ara- 
bian peninsula have been in- 
vaded by locusts and they 
warned of the possibility of 
their movement Into Jordan. 

Mr. Ben Tarif said that 


operations were under way to 
fight off the pests in Saudi 
Arabia, and current weather 
conditions in Jordan make 
the danger a remote possibil- 
ity at present. 

He said that the Agricul- 
ture Ministry here has taken 
measures to combat the de- 
sert locusts in the event they 
appeaar in Jordanian terri- 
tory. 

The ministry, in coopera- 
tion until the Armed Forces 
and the Air Force, has made 
plans for aerial spraying of 
areas that could be a target of 
the locusts, and it has suffi- 
cient trained-manpower to do 
the job as well as teams to 
monitor the southeastern re- 

S ons near rtv» Knr/Vn with 
liiffi Arabia, Mr. Ben Tarif 
said. 


According to Mazen Kha- 
sawneh, bead of the minis- , 
try's department in charge of 
protecting farmlands, the 
Kingdom was last invaded by 
locusts m 1988 when effective 
measures dealt promptly with 
the situation. 

Mr. Khasawneh said that 
the ministry has a central 
operations room ready to re- 
ceive and relay information 
inside the Kingdom and with 
neighbouring states and in- 
ternational organisations. 

“We are in constant con- 
tact with these parties and 
monitoring the situation very 
carefully,” added Mr. Kha- 
sawneh who said that the 
Kingdom possesses sufficient 
equipment and pesticides 

iiccuwi iw jv«i 

emergency. 


By Amy Henderson 

•Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Australian 
Minister of Trade Bob 
McMnllan Sunday rounded 
up his visit to Jordan with the 
inauguration of the Austra- 
lian Trade Commission's 
(Austradc) regional Amman 
Branch. The office will be 
shared with the Australian 
Meat and Livestock Corpora- 
tion (AMLC), the national 
marketing body for Austra- 
lian meat and livestock. The 
new office will serve Syria, 
the occupied territories and 
| Iraq to some extent, as well 
as Jordan. 

‘Td Hke to emphasise how 
important we think this is," 
said tiie minister after declar- 
ing Aostrade officially open. 
“Australian businesses see 
Jordan as a hub for regional 
activity; our private sector 
sees opportunities here, and 
we would like to share in the 
benefits of peace." 

During his visit to Amman, 
the minister met with His 
Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Prime 
Minster Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, as well as senior 
members of the government 
including his counterpart 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade All Abol Ragbeb, 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Saleh 
Irsheidat and Minister of 
Agriculture Man sour Ben 
Tarif. 

“This is an important event 
to Australia,” Mr. McMnllan 
said following the ceremony 
at the new office. “Things 
have gone very well for us 
this week. We were delighted 
to meet some of the senior 
most members of govern- 
ment and of the private sec- 
tor — I continue to hear 
stories of opportunity here." 

The minister said that 
meetings this week had met 
all objectives set prior to his 
delegation's arrival in the 
Kingdom. “This will be seen 

m _ _ _ _ tJL - #■ — . . 

leading to increased bilateral 


trade and investment be- 
tween the two countries." 

Australia currently exports 
U.S. $50 million to Jordan In 
meat, livestock (live sheep), 
dairy products and cereals, 
with meat and livestock con- 
stituting the main items. Im- 
ports from Australia consti- 
tute 70 per cent of Jordan’s 
live sheep market and 35 per 
cent of the total sheep mar- 
ket. 

In Jordan, Australia com- 
petes with Eastern Europe, 
Turkey and Russia for the 
sheep market. Jordan is Au- 
stralia’s main supplier of fer- 
tilisers, and phosphates with 
exports to Australia reaching 
U.S. $10 million in 1994. 

Mr. McMnllan said be rec- 
ognised that the balance of 
trade between the two coun- 
tries was grossly in favour of 
Australia, but said there are 
signs that the balance will 
income more equitable, 
pointing out that bilateral 
trade has grown since 1990 
and is continuing to increase 


/TV . 



suggesting a healthy de- 


“Jordanians should ex- 
plore business opportunities 
in Australia,” the minister 
added. “We have no tariffs or 
import quotas — it’s a good 
market." 

While most Australian ex- 
ports are commodities Mr. 
McMuUan said he hoped that 
Australia would eventually 
export manufactured goods 
and services as well as tech- 
nology to Jordan. Water re- 
source technology he said, 
may hold tiie most promise in 
technological trade with Jor- 
dan, since the similarities in 
the countries’ climates that 
Australian technology can be 
easily applied in Jordan. 

Australia is an active parti- 
cipant in the water resources 
multilateral working group 
for the Middle East peace 
process. 

Other members of the Au- 
stralian delegation expressed 
enthusiasm for the potential 
Jordan offers as a centre for 
regional trade, citing tiie de- 
zone at Aqaba as a corner- 


Visfitmg Australian Minister of Trade Bob Sunday talk to the press about* their 
McMnBan (second right) and senior mem- dfscusstons with g ov e rn ment and trade 
bers of an accompanying trade delegation sector officials in Jordan (Petra photo) 


stone for Australian livestock 
trade to the region. In the 
free trade zone, Australia 
owns a feed lot for sheep 
jointly with Jordan (in opera- 
tion since mid- 1994), which 
according to traders are more 
efficient and a better environ- 
ment for the animals . 

“One of the main things we 
expressed this week was how 
pleased we were with the 
development of trade with 
Jordan and development of 
the free trade zone,” said 
Don Clark, chairman of the 
Australian Livestock Exports 
Association. 

“(Through the free trade 
zones) Jordan has allowed ns* 
to streamline our live sheep 
business in the area." 

The development of the 
free trade zone is a platform 
for re-export, explained 
Richard Martin, representa- 
tive of the AMLC — Am- 
man. "We can export 200,000 
sheep to Aqaba for re-export 

vested in the fefed tois.are 


blessed by tiie fact that peace 
has come at a time . allowing 
them to expand to the occu- 
pied territories and- Israel." 

‘The AMLC has already, 
shipped - a consignment of 
sheep to Gaza, Mr. Martin 
told the Jordan Times, 
adding that tiie potential for 
Palestine is upwards of 
80,000 sheep per annum. He 
added that no sheep are 
being exported to Israel from 
Aqaba, but “we hope by the 
end of February that we will 
send the first consignment to 
Israel” 

In addition, said Mr. Mar- 
tin, not only does Australia 
have access to new markets 
indnding Palestine, but also 
greater flexibility to export to 
Mediterranean countries' 
Rich as Lebanon, and to 
Ibrth Africa. 

‘ “There is also economic 
spin-off here for Jordan in 
terms of port revenues, trans- 


Priorto thdinaugurationof support to Jordan." 


the new office on Sunday, 
Mr. McMulian met with 
Crown Prince Hassan, who 
invited Australia to partici- 
pate in a preliminary series of 
meetings in Jordan to pre- 
pare tiie ground for the Am- 
man economic summit in 
October. 

According to the Jordan 
New Agency, Petra, the 
Crown Prince stressed the 
need for coordinating efforts 
to ensure the success of the 
summit, adding that Austra- 
lia can contribute positively 
to the conference by provid- 
ing its expertise on water, 
energy and the environment. 

Mr. McMnllan expressed 
Australia’s willingness to par- 
ticipate in the summit both 
earlier tins week during a 
meeting with the Minister of 
Industry and Trade and dur- 
ing a press conference Sun- 
day, saying, “We look for- 
ward to exploring any pro- 


Agriculture ministry price-setting 
angers materials trade association 


Jordan, Sudan sign maritime, agreement 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A recent deci- 
sion by the Minister of Agri- 
culture Man sour Ben Tarif to 
set the prices of agricultural 
inputs drew an angry response 
from the Agriculture Mate- 
rials Trade Association which 
Sunday said it would protest 
to the prune minister. 

According to Samer Mah- 
er. an agricultural engineer 
and a member representing 
the association, the mer- 
chants are facing new legisla- 
tion regarding toe retail pric- 
ing (end user price) for all 
imported agricultural sup- 
plies. 

He said that in order to 
come up with the fixed retail 
prices, the Ministry of Agri- 
culture stipulates a gross mar- 
gin of eight per cent on the 
importers’ landed cost of any 
such material thus forcing 
agriculture supply companies 
in Jordan to adhere to these 
fixed prices or face severe 
penalties. 

According to Mr. Maher, 
the general assembly of the 
association continuously tried 
to contact the agriculture 
minister to discuss the new 
laws and measures but “the 
minister was never available 
at all the times we tried to 


contact him.” 

“The minister of agricul- 
ture has shown a lack of 
response regarding a request 
by our association for an au- 
dience to discuss with him the 
ill effects of his decision to set 
the prices of agricultural 
materials.” Mr. Maher said. 

Mr. Maher told the Jordan 
Times that this regrettable 
decision is viewed to be in 
conflict with the “revered 
directions of His Majesty 
King Hussein and the instruc- 
tions of the rightly-guided 
government that calls for the 
liberalisation of the private 
sector in order to concur with 
a market-oriented economy 
and ultimately shoulder more 
responsibility in agriculture 
economic development." 

He warned that this deci- 
sion mil put an end to all 
such imports and will destroy 
the entire agriculture supply 
sector. 

‘This intransigence leaves 
no room for a market- 
oriented economy and is in 
conflict with the existing agri- 
culture produce-marketing 
chain and it destroys the 
livelihood of all those work- 
ing directly in this sector," 
Mr. Maher said. 

In addition, he said, the 
decision will increase unem- 
ployment and also kill the 


free entrepreneurial spirit 
which has been the back bone 
of the development and 
advancement of the agricul- 
ture sector. 

“The minister’s decision is 
personal and was not based 
on any scientific study that 
will take into consideration 
all the concerned parties,” he 
said. 

According to Mr. Maher, 
the services and products 
offered by the agricultural 
materials companies include, 
technology transfer, technical 
assistance to the farmer, adv- 
anced products, extension 
services, farm credit and 
others. 

“The cost of such services 
and products is prop^ 
ortionately small in terms of 
total production cost. Yet 
their value of agricultural 
production far exceeds the 
small proportion they repre- 
sent,” he said. 

The Minister of Agricul- 
ture was not available all day 
Saturday and Sunday to com- 
ment on the issue. 

The under-secretary at the 
Ministry of Agriculture, who 
was contacted Sunday, even- 
ing, refused to comment on 
the issue and said that “this 
issue only concerns the minis- 
ter. and 1 can't comment on 
it.” 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Sudan Sunday signed an 
agreement on maritime trans- 
port. trade and cooperation 
between their ports. 

A statement following the 
signing ceremony said that 
the two tides agreed on facili- 
tating and organising mari- 
time transport between their 
respective ports, the use of 
seaports and fleets and ex- 
change of expertise designed 
to serve the interests of the 
people of the two countries. 

The agreement aims at 
further promoting economic 
and trade ties, ensuring in- 


tegration between the nation- 
al commercial fleets and 
launching cooperation in 
trade and maritime transport, 
according to the agreement 
signed by Minister of Trans- 
port Samir Kawar and 
Sudan’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Abdul Rahman Nimeiri. 

It said that the two sides 
will cooperate in guidance of 
vessels, rescue at sea and in 
the exchange of information 
on vessel safety. 

They will also work 
together to remove obstacles 
impeding maritime transport 


between Jordan and Sudan, 
coordinate laws and regula- 
tions concerning maritime 
trading between them, unify 
their positions at internation- 
al and regional forums and 
collaborate in training cadres 
and in die maintenance of 


Also in accordance with 
the agreement, the two sides 
agreed to create a joint ship- 
ping line, arrange for their 
respective seaports to trans- 
port goods and passengers, 
and encourage joint invest- 
ment is projects pertaining to 
their joint maritime 


eneterprise and promote the 
services of their seaports. 

The two sides agreed to set 
up a -joint maritime commit- , 
tee grouping representatives 
from the two countries to 
ensure ti» implementation of . 
the agreement and follow up 
on the exchange of informa- 
tion and statistical data. 

Upon timing the agree- 
ment Mr. Kawar landed the 
excellent relations between, 
the two countries, adding 
that the agreement was 
bound to boost the exchange 
of trade between Jordan and 
Sudan on the one hand and 


between the two countries 
and other countries m die 
region on dm other. 

Mr. JKawarr noted that 
Sudan possesses a good com- 
mercial fleet and expressed 
hope that Jordan would be 
able to participate in operat- 
ing that fleet 

For ins part, die Sudanese 
ambassador said that the 
agreement reflects the strong 
finks between Sudan and Jor- 
dan and the endeavours of 
the leaderships in Amman 
and Khartoum to bolster 
inter-Arab trade and econo- 
mic relations. 


Women’s group opens 
3rd legal advice bureau 


Austrian firm to study feasibility of 
proposed Jordan-Syria railroad 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are from 

monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
Readers are advised to verify the listed time 
and place with the concerned institutions. 

FILM 

& Film entitled “Peau Be Banane” at the 
French Cultural Centre at 7:00 p.m- 

PLAY 

☆ Play (in Arabic) entitled “You Are Not 
Yourself" at the Royal Cultural Centre at 
9:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

☆ Lecture entitled “Nabataean Trade 
Routes and Cities in the Negev" by Jane 


Taylor at the Friends of Archaeology 
Centre at 7:30 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Exhibition of ofl paintings by Sabah Ibra- 
him at A1 Bayraq Art Gallery, Sports City 
intersection (Td. 688701). 

Exhibition of handicrafts by Hasmig 
Kuymjian at (he Royal Cultural Centre. 

Photo exhibition at the Friends of Archaeol- 
ogy Centre. 

“Young America" exhibit (with photo- 
graphs featuring Americans of all ages) at 
the American Centre. 

Exhibition of works by Qasim AJ Samir at 
the Housing Bank Complex Cutlery. 

Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural i 
Centre. 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Women’s Union (JWU) Sun- 
day announced the opening 
of a third legal advice bureau 
for women; this one at the 
JWU’s headquarters in Jabal 
Hussein in Amman. 

“This bureau is open to 
any woman who needs legal 
or social advice on any mat- 
ter,” said Sawsan Ishaq, a 
volunteer lawyer who is in 
charge of receiving visitors to 
the new centre. 

According to Ms. Ishaq, 
women come to the centre 
with all kinds of problems, 
such as “marital questions, 
rape, suicide, labour con- 
flicts, battery and domestic 
violence.” 

The bureau provides legal 
and social assistance to 
women three days a week, 
Saturday. Monday, and 
Wednesday, from 9:30 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. 

Although the bureau was 
officially opened on Sunday, 
Ms. Ishaq said, the centre 
was already aiding dozens of 
women over the past two 
months. 

“People beard of our in- 
tentions to open a third legal 
advice branch in Amman, 
and women started visiting us 
and telling us about their 
problems and asking for 
help." she said. 

The lew ca&u dial ihe legal 
adviser handled, she said, 


proved that there is also a 
need for a women's shelter. 

“We have already been en- 
gaged in a case by which two 
women fled their homes be- 
cause they were being mistre- 
ated by their families and 
they had no place to go.” Ms. 
Ishaq told the Jordan Times. 

Moreover, Ms. Ishaq said, 
the centre has already started 
defending a woman who 
claimed that she was being 
physically abused by her bus- 
band and was seeking di- 
vorce. 

The bureau does not pro- 
vide financial assistance, but 
helps women by d efend ing 
theirs in the courts ot trying to 
find jobs for them. 

“It is the right of every 
woman to have knowledge of 
all her legal rights and duties; 
most women lack such know- 
ledge,” she added. 

According to Ms. Ishaq, 
the idea of opening the third 
centre came about following 
the success of two other cen- 
tres opened in Wihdat camp 
last March mid in Baqaa 
January. _ 

According to Ms. Ishaq, 
the union will start a hot line 
service within the next few 
weeks. 

“There will be a round 
table of lawyers, health, 
psychology and social experts 
to receive women’s calls and 
advise them,” Ms. Ishaq said. 


By P.V. Vtvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An' Austrian 
company will conduct a 
pre-feasibility study on a 
proposed Jordan-Syria rail- 
road that would be the first 
phase in the Kingdom’s 
plans to eventually make 
railways one of the key 
means of transport within 
the region with links to 
Europe. 

The present Jordan ian- 
Syrian railroad is of narrow 
gauge and Jordan’s plans 
involve converting it into 
the standard broad gauge 
and thus making it com- 
patible with tiie European 
network that could even- 
tually be linked with the 
region through Turkey and 
Syria. 

Parts of the network will 
also be used in transport of 
Jordanian' phosphate as 
well as potash to the port of 
Aqaba for Far Eastern des- 
tinations and to the Israeli 
port of Haifa for European 
importers. 

Jordanian proposals pre- 
sented at the Casablanca 
economic summit last year 
involve about 1,100 
kilometres of railroad at an 
estimated cost of SI3 tril- 
lion. 

As and when realised, 
the rail network will in- 
volve linkage- among Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia 
and Israel passing through 
the Kingdom from north to 
south and east to west. 


Financing for the project 
is expected to be discussed 
in an Amma n conference 
to be held in October as a 
follow-up to the Casablan- 
ca summit, where ideas 
were presented for various 
parties for initial discus- 
sions. 

The pre^eatibffity study 
to be undertaken by Au- 
stria Rail Engineering, a 
private sector company, in- 
volves a section of the over- 
all national project This 
section will run between 
Amman and the Syrian 
border and will have a 
branch running from Maf- 
raqto Iliad. 

The project, rated as 
“high priority” in the King- 
dom’s plans, involves 124 
kilometres of rails at an 
estimated cost of $192 mil- 
lion and is expected to be 
completed in three years 
from the date of launching.' 

The Irbid branch of the 
railroad will be extended 
another 70 kilometres to 
the Jordanian-Israeli bor- 
der near A1 Majme Bridge, 
from where it could Hnk up 
with an Israeli network that 
runs to the port of Haifa 
through Beit Sbean. 

That linkage will allow 
Jordanian imports and ex- ' 
ports to be 'channelled, 
directly through the 
Mediterranean. 

Under present . plans, 
Mafraq will serve tiie key 
junction for the Iibid ex- 
tension to the railroad run- 


ning to the Syria border as 
well as another 305- 
kflometre branch to the 
Iraqi border. The branch to 
the Iraqi border is esti- 
mated to cost about $335 

millio n.. 

Projections call for 600 
kilometres of tracks and 
related infrastructure with- 
in Iraqi territory to com- 
plete me linkage between 
the Jordanian network and 


In the south, linking the 
Jordanian network with 
Saadi Arabia — 70 
kilometres of tracks at an 
estimated cost of $77 mil- 
lion — would complete the 
network, which will thus 
offer rail connections be- 
tween Israeli ports and Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia through 
Jordan m a situation of 
total Arab-Israeli peace. 

Michael Angerer, com- 
mercial counsellor at the 
Austrian embassy here, 
said the Vienna govern- 
ment would finance the 
Austrian Rail Engineering 
study with a grant of three 
million. Austrian shillings 
(about $270,000). 

The proposal for Au- 
strian financing fox the 
study was initiated during 
the visit of ' Austrian Presi- 
ded Thomas Klestil to Jor- 
dan in April last year, Mr. 
Angerer told the Jordan 
Tunes. ' 

He . said the pre- 
feasibility study' was ex- 
pected to be ready before 
the end of the. year. 
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Mexican government, Chiapas 

rebels headed towards stalemate 

20,000 marchers demand army withdrawal 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS, Mexico (AP) — 
The army pushed deeper into 
former rebel-held territory, 
despite calls from a church- 
backed mediation commis- 
sion for the military to retreat 
as a condition for new peace 
talks. 

News reporters said that 
Saturday afternoon they saw 
some 20 armoured vehicles, 
troop transports and Hum- 
vees rumble into the town of 
posada, about 15 kilometres 
(10 miles) east of their former 
position in the town of Pati- 
huitz, east of this mountain 
community. 

By the time reporters got 
to Posada, all the villagers 
had fled, leaving behind 
some frightened dogs, tur- 
keys and other farm animals. 

The movement came one 
day after the National Media- 
tion Commission called for 
new talks to end a rebel 
uprising in southern Mexico, 
but said army troops must 
withdraw from newly cap- 
tured Indian villages first. 

In Mexico City, nearly 
20,000 people danced ana 
marched down a main thor- 


oughfare Saturday to the 
Angel of Independence 
Monument, demanding that 
the army pull back troops 
from territoiy held by Zapa- 
tista rebels. 

“We demand the immedi- 
ate resumption of negotia- 
tions and an end to tills war," 
said Martha Martinez, a law 
student. The slogan “we are 
all Zapatistas,” was painted 
on her face. 

A group of federal law- 
makers was reporting back to 
President Ernesto Zedillo 
this weekend alter visiting 
former rebel territory and 
meeting with the church- 
backed national mediation 
commission. 

The Mexican Congress will 
begin debating the conflict in 
Chiapas this week to see ways 
of ending the rebellion — a 
demand for land and social 
services in Mexico's poorest 
state that began on New 
Year’s Day 1994. 

At the top of the agenda 
will be an amnesty law that 
would pardon rebels who 
agreed to lay down their 
arms. 

“It is still possible to pre- 


vent war and genocide, ” the 
commission said in a state- 
ment late Friday. “Both sides 
have expressed their willing- 
ness for dialogue and a poli- 
tical solution to the conflict. 
But this is not enough.” 

The commission insisted 
talks begin this month and 
that a “stable truce” be de- 
clared by the end of March. 
Talks last year ended without 
result. 

There was no immediate 
response from the govern- 
ment or from the Zapatistas 
to the commission’s call. But 
Mr. Zedillo, who says be 
wants to resume peace talks, 
also has said be has no inten- 
tion of pulling the troops 
back. 

He said Friday that the 
government “will never again 
abdicate its constitutional re- 
sponsibility to preserve its 
authority in national terri- 
tory.” He referred to land 
formerly controlled by the 
rebels. 

The rebel Zapatista 
National Liberation Army 
has not been heard from 
since Wednesday, when they 


issued a communique repeat- 
ing their stance: they want to 
renew peace talks, but the 
army’s presence in the moun- 
tains is an obstacle. 

The army began occupying 
pro-rebel villages starting on 
Feb. 10, one day after Mr. 
Zedillo announced he was 
cracking down on rebel lead- 
ers. A government arrest 
warrant is still out for top 
rebel spokesman Subcom- 
andante Marcos. 

Marcos led the Zapatista 
delegation during last year's 
talks with the government 
and would most likely be the 
lead negotiator in any new 
talks. 

The Commission of Feder- 
al Lawmakers charged with 
trying to restart peace talks 
was heading back to Mexico 
City this weekend after visit- 
ing southern Chiapas state. 

During their visit, they met 
with the National Mediation 
Commission and with Amado 
Avendano, the head of 
Chiapas' rebel-backed para- 
llel government. They also 
toured former rebel areas 
now occupied by. government 
troops. 


E. Europe vows no compromise on NATO 


PRAGUE (R) — Eastern 
Europe will insist on one 
overriding condition before 
accepting an embryonic 
NATO plan to offer Russia a 
wider-ranging security treaty. 

No pact must ever give 
Moscow a veto over whether 
the Central and East Euro- 
pean nations, freed only re- 
cently from Soviet domina- 
tion, can join the Western 
defence alliance. 

“If there is a plan we are 
not against it," an official at 
the Czech Foreign Ministry 
said. “If that plan means 
NATO will expand, it’s good 
for us. But if not, it's the 
worst possible option-,” he 
said, requesting anonymity. 

NATO shaken by Russia's 
hostile reaction to its plans 
for eastward expansion, is 
currently looking at ways to 
buy Moscow's acceptance 

with n Mfwwto o»nirihi nart 

out any special deal for Rus- 
sia beyond Partnership for 
Peace, a programme open to 
all post-Communist nations 
offering only limited military 
cooperation. 

NATO insists Moscow will 
have no veto over expansion. 
But suspicions linger in East- 
ern Europe where memories 
remain of the 1945 Yalta 
Agreement, when the United 
States, Britain and the Soviet- 
Union carved up post-Worid 
War n Europe. 


That deal consigned East- 
ern Europe to 40 years of 
Soviet domination which en- 
ded only with the fall of 
communism in 1989. 

Poland, which with Hun- 
gary and the Czech and Slo- 
vak republics is in the leading 
group for NATO mem- 
bership, accepts that Russia 
has to be treated differently. 

“It is not surprising. They 
(the Russians) have nuclear 
weapons. It is obvious that 
NATO's relations with such a 
superpower as Russia are 
different from those with, 
say, Poland," a senior De- 
fence Ministry official said. 

“It is in our interest that 
they (NATO and Russia) 
solve their painful problems 
bat this must not happen at 
our expense." 

The understanding runs 
out when it comes to joining 
stanarwe wui strive to join 
NATO and we are not going 
to ask Russia about it," Presi- 
dent Lech Walesa told visit- 
ing Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin last 
week. 

The problems are indeed 
painful. Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin has warned the 
West of a “cold peace” if it 
tries to recruit countries 
which were its allies before 
communism fell. 

Mr. Yeltsin, addressing the 


Russian Parliament last 
Thursday, urged NATO to 
back Russian democracy 
rather than seeking to isolate 
the Kremlin in Europe. 

Attacking plans for “hasty 
expansion,” Mr. Yeltsin said; 
“This continent... has 
already generated two global 
military catastrophes, and we 
do not want Europe and the 
world to return to old or new 
division lines." 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe has spoken in 
favour of a special treaty and 
German Foreign Minister 
Volker Ruehe has raised the 
possibility of a deal by the 
middle of this year. 

Mr. Juppe wants to beef up 
the Organisation on Security 
and Cooperation m Europe, 
revitalise the Western Euro- 
pean Union — the European 
Union's defence arm — and 
— n* 1 c adctr "fo u c i at sara 
Eastern European mem- 
bership would benefit NATO 
as much as the new member 
nations. If NATO did not fill 
the current security vacuum, 
Russia would. 

“Russia has a tradition of 
expansion and if there is a 
space which is undefined, like 
now, somebody win take it," 
he said. If NATO did not 
expand eastwards, “we can 
expect that Russia will be the 
power which takes care of 


that space.' 

Other countries seek to 
soothe Russian fears. 
“NATO is not expanding to 
the east, it is East European 
states that want to go West," 
Romanian Defence Minister 
Gheorghe Tinea said. 

Budapest also says Mos- 
cow has nothing to fear. “We 
believe that with Hungary's 
NATO membership the sta- 
bility of this region would 
grow,” said Foreign Ministiy 
spokesman Gabor Szenti- 
vanyi. “The existence of a 
stable region in East/Central 
Europe is also in Russia’s 
interest.” 

Estonian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Raul Malk called 
the NATO idea appealing 
but said: “Giving preference 
to one Eastern European 
country over another may in- 
volve very great dangers." 
tidui» c bn'whether’ it should 
join -NATO at aH-.' Prime 
Minister Vladimir Meciar 
supports membership, but his 
junior coalition partners are 
not so sure. 

Jan Slota, chairman of the 
far-right Slovak National Par- 
ty (SNS), called for brother- 
hood with fellow Slavs. "I 
personally think there’s no 
threat from Russia. I think 
there shouldn’t be any (de- 
fence) pacts in Europe at 
all," be said. 


Cambodian army says rebel base about to be taken 


S1EM REAP, Cambodia (R) 
— A senior Cambodian milit- 
ary commander said Sunday 
his army will capture the 
Khmer Rouge’s main north- 
ern headquarters at Anlo'ng 
Veng within a day or two. 

"In general, in one or two 
days we’ll take Anlong Veng. 
There’s only 100 Khmer 
Rouge fighters still in the 
area and they’re now in the 
process of contacting us to 
defect." Lieutenant-General 
Nhek Bun Chhay told Reu- 
ters. 

Gen. Nhek Bun Chhay. 


deputy chief of the army’s 
general staff, is in overall 
command of the northern 
zone of operations. 

Captured Khmer Rouge 
documents shown to Reuters 
by the general indicate the 
Khmer Rouge rebel faction is 
encountering severe supply 
difficulties and morale prob- 
lems among its diminishing 
force of fighters. 

The general said that with- 
in four or five days there 
would be no big Khmer 
Rouge bases left in the north 


of the country, only small 
group of scattered rebels to 
continue the low-level guer- 
rilla war against the Phnom 
Penh government. 

The dry-season military 
operation to secure the 
northern region, which began 
in earnest in mid-December 
last year, has resulted in hun- 
dreds of government casual- 
ties, mostly from mines and 
booby trap, soldiers told 
Reuters Friday. 

Exact numbers of killed 
and wounded on both sides 


were not known. 

Gen. Nhek Bun Chhay 
reaffirmed that there would 
be no atrack to capture the 
rebel-held Preah Vihear 
Temple, which sits just inside 
the Cambodian border atop 
the rugged Dangrek Moun- 
tains. 

All supply lines to the 60 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
occupying the site had been 
severed and the Cambodian 
army had received good 
cooperation from their Thai 
counterpans, Gen. Nhek 
Bun Chhay said. 


Americans to return Alpine property to Germans 


FRANKFURT, Germany 
(APj — After 50 years, the 
U.S. military is giving some 
prime Bavarian real estate 
back to Germany. And not 
just any old piece of land. 

The properry was once Hit- 
ler's Alpine redoubt, and the 
German government wanted 
the Americans to keep it. 

Since May 1945. when the 
U.S. Army’s 101st Airborne 
confiscated Nazi property in 
Bercbiesgaden and on nearby 
Obersafzberg Mountain, 
countless American troops 
and their families have en- 
joyed the hotels, villas and 
ski slope once used by the 
Third Reich's elite. 

With the reduction of 
American forces in Europe 
from 300,000 in the late 1980s 
to 100,000 this year, the U.S. 
military decided to close one 
of its three vacation centres 
in southern Germany. 

Col. Richard Bridges of 
U.S. Army Headquarters in 
Heidelberg said the Ober- 
salzberg and Berchtesgaden 
facilities weren't worth keep- 
ing because they needed ex- 
tensive renovations. 

But the German govern- 
ment asked the Americans to 
reconsider for two reasons: 

— Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel, a Bavarian, had told 
the town of Bemau it could 
get back the U-S- resort at 
Lake Chiemsee. 

— Bavaria state officials 


wanted the Americans to 
keep the Obersalzberg prop- 
erty for at least 10 more years 
to prevent neo-Nazis from 
visiting. 

In June 1993, the U.S. 
military agreed to give up the 
Chiemsee resort if Germany 
paid 30 million marks ($20 
million) to renovate U.S. re- 
sort in Berchtesgaden and 
Obersalzberg. 

But the deal fell through. 
Col. Bridges said, because “it 
would not have been prudent 
of us to guarantee staying 10 
years.” So the army went 
back to its original plan of 
abandoning the 
Berchtesgaden-Obersalzberg 
resort. 

Now, the Chiemsee resort 
east of Munich and U.S. 
military hotels in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen south of 
Munich will be kept open 
indefinitely, he said. 

"Gannisch is the centre 
piece of the armed forces 
recreation centres... and we 
had invested roughly $14 mil- 
lion between 1987 and 1990 
in some major upgrades at 
Chiemsee," Col. Bridges 
said. 

The Obersalzberg resort 
includes a 270-bed note! and 
two villas on the ski slopes of 
the 1,000-metre (3.300-foot) 
mountain above Berchtes- 
gaden. The buildings are con- 
nected by tunnels and bunk- 
ers that were designed as 


Hitler's Alpine fortress, but 
were never completed. 

Nearby is Kehlstein Peak, 
with a restaurant known as 
“Eagle's Nest," also used by 
Hitler. It's open to tourists 
from May to October. 

In the town of Berchtes- 
gaden, population of 12,000, 
tiie U.S. military is turning 
over a 90-room hotel, two 
barracks, 12 family apart- 
ments, a post office, shop- 
ping centre, and a garage. 

The turnover should be 
completed by September, 
Col. Bridges said. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. resort 
at Chiemsee will be reopened 
and 130 employees rehired 
for the summer season. 

Bemau administrator Hel- 
mut Schuhbeck said the town 
of 6,000 had counted on 1 
million marks ($660,000) a 
year in tourism revenues 
from the Chiemsee prop- 
erties. 

“It's too bad." he said. 
"They’re not mad at the 
Americans because they see 
diem as friends, but a lot of 
people are really upset by the 
Finance Ministry,'* Mr. 
Schuhbeck said. 

Under the status of forces 
agreement, the U.S. military 
returns confiscated German 
property to the federal gov- 
ernment. The Finance Minis- 
try then decides whether to 
hold the property or return it 
to states and communities. 


Ownership of the Ober- 
salzberg properities is already 
contested. 

Berchtesgaden attorney 
Oskar Steuer represents five 
descendants of former land- 
owners, who claim they were 
forced out in the 1930s so 
Hitler could have his Alpine 
retreat. 

“The expropriation was 
immoral because the resi- 
dents were collectively forced 
into submission," Mr. Steuer 
said. “We will sue for return 
of the property." 

Meanwhile in Lizzano, Ita- 
ly. struggling through rain 
and wind, five U.S. veterans 
of World War II scaled an 
Apennine ridge Saturday to 
reenact their conquest of the 
mountain 50 years ago in a 
campaign against the Ger- 
mans. 

Even two German soldiers 
who were part of the enemy 
50 years ago came to the 
commemoration, including 
one who had been captured 
m 1945. said the Americans’ 
spokesman, Dick Wilson. 

“We were wrapping our 
arms around each other. We 
had a fabulous time,” said 
Wilson, in a telephone inter- 
view from Lizzano, in north- 
central Italy, which served as 
the group's base for the 
reenactment. 

The U.S. veterans served 
in the war as part of the 10th 
Mountain Division. 



A woman carries her son, wearing a mask and 

carrying a toy machine gnu to resemble a 
member of the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army (EZLN), in Mexico City during a protest 


m arc h . The march was held to support nego- 
tiations In the search for a rotation to the 
armed conflict in Chiapas Mexico (AFP 
photo) 


Paper: Michael Foot, former U.K. 
Labour leader, was Soviet agent 


LONDON (AFP) — Former 
Labour Party leader Michael 
Foot was an “agent of influ- 
ence” for the Soviet KGB in 
the 1960s, the Sunday Times 
reported, citing. retired KGB 
officers whose statements 
were quickly denied by the 
politician. 

“Former Soviet spies have 
revealed that the KGB re- 
garded Michael Foot as one of 
its 'agents of influence’ in 
Britain in the 1960s and that 
h made a series of cash pay- 
ments to him to help fund 
Tribune, the left-wing news- 
paper he ran,” the Sunday 
Times said. 

It cited several former 
KGB officers, including Oleg 
Gordlevsky who described 
Mr. Foot, head of the Labour 
Party from 1980 to 1983, as 
“an agent who gave us much 
active help in the 1960s.” 

Mr. Foot’s code name was 
Boot, according to Mr. Gor- 
dlevsky, who worked as a spy 


at the Russian embassy here 
for 11 years until his defec- 
tion in 1985. 

He claim* to have a list of 
24 British- personalities be 
bad recruited as KGB agents. 

In his response, Mr. Foot 
declared: “I had, and con- 
tinue to have, good relations 
with people mid their di- 
plomatic representatives in 
London from all over the 
world — America, Germany, 
Russia and the rest... 

“I was especially dose to 
die Soviet ambassador in 
London, Ivan Maisky, who 
was a good friend of mine... 

“I reported on die matter 
in my book Loyalists And 
Loners and I would be happy 
for that chapter to be repro- 
duced for the education of 
Sunday Times readers... 
How these matters were re- 
ported back by the KGB, 
heaven knows... 

“Reputable English news- 
papers should be careful not 
to be fooled by the Soviet 


secret police.” 

A Labour spokesman rose 
to the defence of the party’s 
former chief, asserting that 
“everyone knows that 
Michael Foot is a democrat 
and a patriot and these claims 
will be dismisse d with con- 
tempt.” 

Neil Kumock, also a for- 
mer party leader, insisted 
that “these claims are absurd 
and the complete opposite of 
the truth.” 

Mikhail* Lyubimov, 
another former KGB opera- 
tive in London questioned by 
die Sunday Telegraph news- 
paper, characterised the 
accusations against Mr. Foot 
as “half truths.” - 

He said several British 
politic ians had often met 
KGB agents thinking they 
were diplomats. The politi- 
cians were subsequently de- 
scribed to KGB authorities in 
Moscow as “agents of influ- 
ence. 


U.S. civil rights group elects new chief 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
widow of slain civil rights 
leader Medgar Evers won a 
one-vote victory Saturday to 
become chairman of the 
NAACP, the oldest and 
largest advoc ate for A mer- 

troversial longtime Chairman 
William Gibson. 

Officials of the National 
Association for the Advance- 
ment of Coloured People said 
the election of Myriie Evers- 
Williams over long-time con- 
troversial Chairman William 
Gibson, followed a three- 
hour meeting of the group’s 
64-member board. 

Mr. Gibson has been dog- 
ged by allegations that he 
misused NAACP funds and 
allowed the civil rights group 


to fall $4 million into debt 

When NAACP staff mem- 
bers made the board meeting 
walked out to tell about 200 
supporters of that Ms. Evers- 
Williams had won, there 

were whoops of jw^deytti 
-dMuuu ■ ■ Loni, uHu tree at . 

last” from her supporters in 
the New York hotel. . 

Ms. Evere- Williams is the 
widow of Medgar Evers, who 
was assassinated by white 
supremacists in Mississippi in 
1963 when he was the 
NAACP’s leader in Missis- 
sippi - 

Among the organisation’s 
most pressing tasks is to fight 
Republican moves to end 
affirmative action program- 
mes, which promote the hir- 
ing and education of ethnic 


minorities. 

Hugh Price, president of 
the National Urban League, 
hailed Ms. Evers-WUhams' 
victory saying , that the elec- 
tion “sends me message that 

the load- Sa 'bq« ready 1 

to recapture its rital role In 
our society.” 

Sources said the vote was 
30 for Ms. Evers-Williams to 
29 for Mr. Gibson, a South 
Carolina dentist who has run 
the NAACP for a decade and 
was chairman when its con- 
troversial executive Director 
Benjamin Chavis was forced 
to resign last year. 

Mr. Chavis quit in a scan- 
dal over his payment of 
$300,000 in NAACP money 
to a woman who accused him 
of sexual harassment. 


Burundi president warns of holocaust 


BUJUMBURA (R) — 
Burundi President Sylvestre 
Ntibautunganya said Sunday 
that hb central African coun- 
try risked plunging into 
ethnic bloodshed worse than 
that in Rwanda last year if 
extremist groups were not 
quickly isolated. 

His warning was echoed by 
Cfrgpxdsation of African Uni- 
ty (OAU) Secretary-General 
Salim Ahmad Salim, who 
told Reuters after talks with 


the Burundi leaden “There is 
a real danger of a repetition 
of the Rwandan tragedy in 
Burundi.” 

Bujumbura has been para- 
lysed for nearly a week by a 
general strike called by the 
opposition Uprona party to 
press for Prime Minister 
Anatole Kanycnkiko’s re- 
moval. Mr. Kanyenkiko res- 
igned Wednesday but has not 
been replaced. 

Mr. Ntibantnnganya said: 


“If Burundi continues with 
these crises we will end op 
with a genocide worse than 
that of Rwanda. We must try 
to marginalise the creators of 
these crises." 

He spoke after Saturday’s 
announcement that a planned 
African summit meeting on 
the refugee crisis in Rwanda 
and Burundi had been can- 
celled because of lack of sup- 
port from the leaders of near- 
by countries. 


Rwanda refugee crisis eases — Ogata 

MAtDnDT m\ n n « .. . _ ... ..... 


NAIROBI (R) — The Rwan- 
dan refugee crisis has eased 
but the security situation in 
neighbouring Burundi is de- 
teriorating, the head of the 
United Nations refugee agen- 
cy said Sunday. 

“The crisis situation has 
subsided and it is now a 
process of finding solutions 
and reconciliation,” Sadako 
Ogata, the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), told a news con- 
ference. 

Ms. Ogata, at the end of a 
10-day tour in the region, 
said in Nairobi that condi- 
tions had improved enor- 
mously for nrilhons of mainly 
Rwandan refugees in camps 
in Zaire and Tanzania. 

But aid officials in Kigali, 
Rwanda’s capital said Sunday 
two refugees were killed 
when Rwandan troops 
opened fire at Cyangugu, on 
the Rwanda-Zaire border. 

The officials said several 
thousand refugees attacked 
and footed a convoy of trucks 
carrying aid supplies destined 
for refugee camps in Zaire 
Saturday. 

Ms. Ogata, who attended a 
three-day conference in Bu- 
jumbura last week on the 
region’s 3.8 mfltion refugees 
and internally displaced, 
joined the chorus of alarm 
about Burundi. 

“It is deteriorating and it is 
on a very fragile basis. What 
the outcome will be in the 
next few days I don’t know,” 
she said, adding her voice to 


warnings from President Bill 
Clinton and the United Na- 
tions Security Council. 

Burundi and Rwanda have 
the same mix of Hutu majori- 
ties and Tutsi minorities and 
the same tragic history of 
ethnic massacres on a huge 
scale. 

Most of the Rwandan re- 
fugees are Hutns who fled 
last year when their tribes- 
men exterminated op to one 
million Totsis and moderate 
Hutns. Many of the refugees 
are killers who fear reprisals 
in their villages when they go 
back. 

Burundi had to cancel a 
one-day regional summit 
Saturday after none of the 
invited presidents showed up, 
apparently because they 
feared the insecurity in the 
capital. 

Small-arms fire and gre- 
nade explosions are heard 
every night in Bujumbura de- 
spite a curfew. The country's 
latest political crisis was trig- 
gered by opposition moves to 
sack Prime Minister Anatole 
Kanyenkiko. 

Ms. Ogata said the return 
of refugees from Zaire to 
Rwanda was accelerating, 
with 700 going home from the 
main camp in Goma Satur- 
day. At that rate the repatria- 
tion wQI take several years 
but Ms. Ogata said- the 
momentum would build up as 
refugees gained confidence 
about their safety at home. 

She defended the U.N. de- 
rision to delegate security 


control in the camps to 1,500 
Zairean soldiers supervised 
by international civilian 
monitors. 

Foreign governments 
ignored U.N. appeals to send 
contingents for the policing 
force whose main task is to 
prevent Rwanda's former 
government soldiers and mili- 
tiamen in the camps from 
stopping refugees who want 
to go home. 

But Zaire’s ill-paid soldiers 
have a long record of mtdi- 
nies, indiscipline and human 
rights abuses. Ms. Ogata said 
Zaire had pledged to send its 
disciplined units. 

Meanwhile, the Rwandan 
cabinet has approved in prin- 
cipal the recruitment of fore- 
ign judges to replace those 
trilled in violence last year, 
Rwandan radio reported 
Saturday. 

The radio, monitored in 
Nairobi, said foe decision was 
taken at a cabinet meeting 
chaired by President Pasteur 
Bizunungn Friday. 

“The cabinet examined foie 
problem of lack of judges in 
the country, as many were 
killed during the recent geno- 
cide,” it said. 

t’As a result, the cabinet 
approved the idea of having 
foreign judges working in our. 
country. Due to that, the 
cabinet also found it neces- 
sary iota* foe law governing 
judges in our country 
changed very soon.” 

Current law requires 
judges to be Rwandans. 


Oldest woman 
costs punter 

a fortune 

ARLES, France (AFP) — 
Jeanne Caiment, the oldest 
person in the world, who cele- 
stes her 120th birthday 
Tuesday, has cost a fortune 
for foe man who invested 30 
years ago in her apartment 
hanking on her early death. 
Ms. Caiment is still being 
paid a life annuity by retired 

solicitor Andre-Francois Raf- 

fray, 77, under a “viager” 
deal by which her apartment 
here would be his when she 
died. Conviced he would not 
have long to wait, Mr. Raf- 
fray agreed to pay the old 
lady 2,500 francs (about 
$500) a month in May. 1965. 
when she was 90. Up to foe 
present he has paid her a 
total of 900,000 francs 
($180,000), at least three 
times the value of the apart- 
ment. “In life, you can’t win 
them all.” said Ms. Caiment. 
still sprightly except To r he r 
blindness, in the cosy retire- 
ment home where she now 
lives. Mr. Raffray, who re- 
tired years ago, is keeping a 
low profile, but his ex-wife 
said: “He is sickened, this 
affair makes him look ridicu- 
lous. He hates this kind of 
publicity." Ms. Caiment, 
who still applies a little rouge 
to her wizened cheeks, will 
blow out the 120 candles on 
her -birthday cake Tuesday, 
and if she stays healthy, she 
will this year beat foe all-time 
record for longevity held by 
Japanese geriatric Shigesbiyo 
Izumi, who passed away on 
Feb. 21, 1986. at the age of 
120 years and 237 days. 
App aren tly frail, Ms. CaJ- 
ment has kept most of her 
wits and told her doctor Vic- 
tor Lefebvre, last week, 
“when I die. I’ll die healthy.” 
Ms. Cahnent was born in this 
• southern French city into a 
bourgeois family on Feb. 21. 

. 1875, five years before foe 
fall of Emperor Napoleon 
III, and nearly 40 years be- 
fore the outbreak of World 
War I. She became a grand- 
mother in 1926 when her only 
daughter had a son, but be 
died in a road accident in 
1960. At the age of 110. she 
entered the Guinness Book 
of Records as the oldest per- 
son in the world. She knew 
the eccentric impressionist 
painter Vincent Van Gogh 
"“who often came to visit ns 
Dur fie was - 3 bloody bad-, 
tempered character.” 

Soothsayers . 
in trouble 

COLOMBO (AP) — Sri 
Lanka has ordered the expul- 
sion of two Indian sooth- 
sayers for contravening im- 
migration laws, officials said. 
The palm readers, R.S. 
Jeyaram and L.V. 
Kaiyamoorthy, who had ar- 
rived last December on tour- 
ist visas, were arrested after 
they advertised their services 
in a local newspaper, said an 
immigration official. The 
soothsayers, both from 
southern India, have been 
allowed to stay until March 
21 after being taken ill while 
in detention. South Indian 
soothsayers regularly visit Sri 
Lanka where wealthy 
businessmen and politicians 
will pay a small fortune for 
their services in telling the 
future, exorcising demons 
and casting spells. 

Haifa baseball 
card on safe— 
for $452,000 

LOS ANGELES. California 
(AFP) — Half-ownership of 
a 1910 Honus Wagner base- 
ball card goes on the auction 
block on March 7 with a 
minimum price of $452,000. 
The card was bought by 
National Hockey League star 
Wayne Gretzky and former 
Los Angeles Kings owner 
Bruce McNall for a record 
price of $451,000 in 1991.. 
Now McNall's half-interest is 
up for sale, under the super- 
vision of U.S. Bankruptcy 
Judge Lisa H. Fenning. Any . 

3 iialified collector can bid for 
ie half, but Gretzky will 
have the chance to beat the 
highest .offer to gain sole 
ownership of foe card. Cards 
depicting Wagner, a Hall of 
Fame player, are rare be- 
cause he, objected to his im- 
age being associated with the 
cigarette advertising on the 
back. There are only 40 
Jcnown Wagner cards in exist- 
ence, This card’s association 
with Gretzky and McNall has 
also piqued the interest of 
collectors. 'The card has had 
more _ publicity than any other 
card in the history of collecti- 
ble cards,” said Larry Gold- 
berg, who heads the auction 
department of Superior 
Stamp and Coin, the com- 
pany McNall sold last year in 
the face of federal fraud 
charges. McNall . pleaded 
guilty on December to bank 
fraud involving $236 million. 

He is to be sentenced on July 
6. and prosecutors have indi- 
cated they may ask for a 
sentence of. up ’to* 11 years. - 
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Opposition attacics Fujimori 
on Peru-Ecuador ceasefire 


Peruvian army soldiers patrol the Cenepa River and 
surrounding area near the PV 1 military base in tbe 
Cordillera Del Condor area of the Peruvian Amazon. Peru 


and Ecuador signed a ceasefire in Brasilia after border 
dkirnwA^c daimed the fives of at least 70 soldiers on both 
sides (AFP photo) 


Phone-tapping scandals loom over French leaders 


PARIS (AFP) — A phone- 
tapping scandal moved a step 
closer to French Premier 
Edouard Balladur this 
weekend in a case which 
could seriously embarrass the 
frontrunner for upcoming 
presidential ballots. 

In a separate development 
the office of President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand was also 
further implicated in alleged 
illegal telephone surveill- 
ance. 

The scandal involving Mr. 
BaUadur's Matignon office 
was fuelled Saturday when it 
conceded it had authorised 
telephone "surveillance" of 
a psychiatrist. Dr. Jean- 
Kerre Marechal, father-in- 
law of a prominent anti- 
corruption judge. 

The Marechal case broke 
last December when it was 
revealed that he had received 
a briefcase containing one 
million francs ($185, WO) in 
cash from Rally for tbe Re- 
public (RPR) party official 
Didier Schuller. 

The cash was allegedly 
given in return, for a 
Marechal promise to use his 
influence with his son-in-law 
Judge Eric Halphen to slow 
down investigation l.WC 
alleged illegal Stv %A '~ 

Slowing down the complex 
affair until after the presr 
idential elections in April and 
May would benefit all in- 
volved, but particularly the 
French prime minister. 

Mr. Bahadur’s office said 
Saturday that Marechal’s 
phone was tapped in connec- 
tion with extortion allega- 
tions. It justified the action 
by saying it was investigating 
"blackmail and extortion." 

French law however only 
permits this particular type of 
phone-tapping in cases in- 
volving terrorism, organised 
crime or espionage. 

It can also only take place 
with the authorisation of the 


ministry concerned — that of 
Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua — and of the prime 
minister's office. 

Judge Halphen is one of a 
handful of anti-corruption 
judges who have in recent 
months probed financial 
wrongdoing in political and 
business aides, forcing the 
resignation of three Balladur 
ministers. 

New corruption evidence 
could only harm Mr. Balla- 
dur, who is still the frontrun- 
ner to succeed Mr. Mitter- 
rand. but whose popularity 
has in-recent weeks begun to 
falter. 

The financing racket took 
the form of fake invoicing 
and commissions for public 
works housing contracts for 
Paris City Hall and the re- 
gional council of the neigh- 
bouring Hauts-de-Seine De- 
partment, Mr. Pasqua’s 
power-base. 

Last month, the Supreme 
Council of the Magistracy 
(CSM), the judiciary’s top 

phen to be taken off the case 

despite the Marechal. affair. 

,*ne Pans prosecutors 
office, under the authority of 
Mr. Bahadur’s Justice Minis- 
ter Pierre Mehaignerie, had 
said Judge Halphen was in 
no way to blame for the 
Marecchal affair, but could 
not continue to investigate 
the RPR case. 

In another development on 
the case Sunday, Mr. 
Mehaignerie condemned in 
an interview with the Journal 
du Dimanche comments by a 
pro-Balladur RPR deputy, 
Patrick Balkany, criticising 
Judge Halphen over the case. 

The comments by Mr. Bal- 
kany in the French newspap- 
er Le Parisien Friday, and 
those by Mr. Mehaignerie, 
are likely to fuel the con- 
troversy in the run-up to tbe 


first round of presidential 
elections on April 23. 

Meanwhile in a separate 
development over the 
weekend, Mr. Mitterrand too 
faced new phone-tapping 
allegations. 

Saturday's Le Monde said 
five computer discs contain- 
ing evidence of illegal phone- 
tapping carried out by an 
Elysee anti-terrorist cell in 
the mid-1980s had been 
handed over to investigating 
magistrate Jean-Paul Valat. 

It said the discs contained 
‘‘stunning evidence" against 
the presidential cell, in par- 
ticular implicating officers in 
the group, but also Mr. Mit- 
terrand's former chief of 
staff, GiUes Menage. 

A former member of the 
Elysee cell, Pierre-Yves 
Guezou, committed suicide 
last December. 

Balladur slow off the 
blocks in presidential race 

Meanwhile two months 
ahead of the first round of 
polls, the Conservative pre- 

"/Sri* 1 .reet 

greeted by. yawning dis-. 
appointment and dogged by 
renewed scandals involving 
his ruling centre-right coali- 
tion. 

His rightwing rival Jaoques 
Chirac and Socialist Lionel 
Jospin pressed ahead with 
vigourous campaigns in a 
three-way race which shows 
every sign of getting tough. 

Mr. BaUadur’s bid to re- 
place President Mitterrand 
suffered a new blow Sunday 
with a poll showing be bad 
lost nine points in a month — 
foUowing a clutch of similar 
surveys which have been 
sounding the alarm in his 
camp for the last week. 

The poll, in the Journal Du 
Dimanche. still put him com- 
fortably in front. But it gave 
him a 46 per cent popularity 


rating against 55 per cent last 
month, and said 48 per met 
of the French electorate was 
dissatisfied with him. 

In an editorial the paper 
pointed out what all Balladur 
supporters knew: “It was pre- 
dictable that his popularity 
would fall once he became a 
candidate. What is surprising 
is the brutality of his fall." 

Mr. Balladur, who was 
appointed prime minsiter fol- 
lowing a landslide victory for 
the French right in par- 
liamentary elections, has for 
some months sought to keep 
himself above the political 
rough-and-tumble, por- 
traying himself as a steady 
hand at the helm of the ship 
of state. 

The strategy seemed to be 
working. After the withdraw- 
al of European Commission 
head Jacques Delors from the 
race in December; Mr Balla- 
dur almost overnight took 
over his position at the head 
of the opinion polls, with 
leads to excess of 20 per cent 
over his nearest rival. 

The first sign that this 

■ J tA u. 

cure victory came when the 
Socialist Party (PS),' in dis 1 
array following Mr. Delors’ 
departure, finally rallied 
around former Education 
Minister Jospin at the start of 
this month. 

Mr. Jospin has since surged 
to within 10 points of Mr. 
Balladur in polls of voter 
intention for the two-round 
presidential contest, sche- 
duled for April and May. 

Mr. BaUadur’s formal cam- 
paign launch last week was 
intended to seize back the 
initiative. But the speech was 
widely criticised as lacklustre 
and seen as merely a restate- 
ment of the policies he has 
pursued for the last two yers. 

One Socialist deputy called 
him the “master of soporific 
communication." 


Bosnia truce shows strain; Russia works on Serbia 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
government forces and Mus- 
lim rebels pounded each 
other with artillery and 
fought on the ground for a 
third day running Sunday 
near the rebel stronghold in 
Bihac enclave, a U.N. 
spokesman said. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev left Belgrade 
giving little away about his 
mission to persuade Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
to put his weight behind in 
international peace plan for 
former Yugoslavia's multiple 
conflicts. 

In another stop back in 
peace efforts, rival Bosnian 
Serb and Croat local com- 
manders refused to attend 
scheduled meetings under 
U.N. auspices. 

In Bihac, where a war- 
within-a-war has raged for 
weeks despite the ceasefire in 
the main conflict, infantry 
backed by mortar barrages 
fought over Saturday and 


Sunday morning east of Veil- 
ka KJadusa, stronghold of 
businessman-turned-rebe! 
leader Fikret Abdic. 

“They are fighting for 
ground but we haven't seen a 
change in the confrontation 
line or any major succes- 
sess." said the U.N. spokes- 
man in Sarajevo. British 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gary Co- 
ward. 

More than 244 detonations 
— military panance for heavy 
weapons fire — were counted 
over the period, he said. 
Sporadic fighting also took 
place near Bihac town, where 
the Muslim-led government's 
5th Corps is bottled up by 
Mr. Abdic’s forces. 

Col. Coward also con- 
firmed that Serb forces from 
the breakaway region of Kra- 
jina in Croatia had shelled 
across the border last week in 
support of Mr. Abdic. 

Elsewhere, a meeting in 
central Bosnia between Serbs 
and Croats to discuss the 


wider ceasefire was called off 
after both sides refused to 
attend. Col. Coward said. 

On Saturday, government 
officers cried off from a sche- 
duled meeting with the Serbs. 

The ceasefire, designed to 
last four months and encour- 
age peace talks, has generally 
held since Jan. 1 but has 
lately showed signs of strain. 

The United Nations said 
Saturday Bosnian Serbs fired 
two mortar bombs into the 
Hrasnica residential area 
near Sarajevo airport, but 
there were no injuries. 

It followed a shooting inci- 
dent in which two Serbs, one 
policeman, were killed in 
the Serb-held suburb of Vo- 
jkovid. 

Serbs fighting for an inde- 
pendent state in Bosnia have 
been besieging Sarajevo since 
April 1992. 

Mr. Kozyrev and Mr. 
Milosevic met in a bunting 
lodge Saturday in remote 
northern Serbia to discuss a 


proposal by the big power 
contact group — Russia, the 
United States, France, Ger- 
many and Britain — for Ser- 
bia to recognise Bosnia and 
Croatia in return for a tem- 
porary suspension of sanc- 
tions crippling its economy. 

The two men agreed that a 
lifting of sanctions was a first 
and essential step to a settle- 
ment, Belgrade's Tanjug 
News Agency reported, quot- 
ingan official statement. 

They said sanctions hin- 
dered peace efforts and com- 
plicated the crisis. 

Mr. Milosevic would face 
enormous domestic political 
opposition to cutting off Serb 
minorities in Croatia and 
Bosnia, effectively abandon- 
ing the nationalist dream of a 
greater Serbia. 

Mr. Kozyrev, whose gov- 
ernment is Mr. Milosevic's 
closest international ally, has 
said the Serbian leader 
should not be pushed too 
fas; 


4 killed, 17 hurt in Indian state poll violence 


IMPHAL, India (R) — Four 
people were killed and at 
ieast 17 injured in state elec- 
tion violence in Manipur, 
northeast India. Sunday but 
voters turned out in large 
numbers. 

Police blamed the People’s 
Liberation Army (PL A), a 
separatist militia dominated 
by ethnic Metei, which had 
threatened to disrupt the 
polling. 

The election, contested 
mainly between Prime Minis- 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao's 
Congress Party and the re- 
gional Manipur People's Par- 
ty. is part of a series of polls 
in six Indian states. 

Congress, which curruemly 
holds power in Manipur, lost 
three of four slates that voted 


in late 1994 and the result 
here could have a bearing on 
Mr. Rao’s leadership. 

Results of the two-stage 
election — the first stage was 
last Thursday — are expected 
next Thursday. 

“The elections have been 
marred by violence," said 
I.N. Vohra, a senior Manipur 
police official. 

Police said two civilians 
were killed and 10 injured in 
an exchange of fire after an 
ambush by suspected mem- 
bers of the PLA. Five mem- 
bers of the security forces, 
were also hurt. 

Another suspected Metei 
radical was killed and two 
more were wounded in a 
dash near a police station 40 
kilometres from the state 


capital Imphal, 

Police said a fourth man 
was killed about 30 
kilometres from Imphal when 
a hand grenade he threw a: a 
crowd near a television 
transmission station rebound- 
ed and exploded. 

Police found two explosive 
devices hanging from a tree 
in suburban Imphal while 
another planted in a city 
school was defused. Mr. 
Vohra said. 

A television relay centre in 
Imphal was set on fire just 
before polling began, causing 
extensive damage and cutting 
off broadcasts relayed from 
New Delhi, officials said. 
Transmissions were later res- 
tored. 

The dashes came despite 


an intense security operation 
which saw 40.000 men on the 
streets to protect an electo- 
rate over 750,000 in the hilly 
state bordering Burma. 

Chief electoral officer Jar- 
naii Singh said the turnout 
was more than 35 per cent. 
"People have been enthu- 
siastic though bombs have 
been thrown here and there." 
he told Reuters. 

People brought painted 
earthem pots and decorated 
polling booths as Hfridu sym- 
bols of good omen and 
offered prayers for peaceful 
election. 

“We are voting because of 
the security forces and we 
want democracy.” a woman 
voter said in Imphal. 
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LIMA (AFP) — President 
Alberto Fujimori, running 
for re-election in April, has 
come under fire for the terms 
of a ceasefire ending a three- 
week border conflict with 
Ecuador. 

Mr. Fujimori’s political 
opponents maintain that the 
ceasefire signed late Thurs- 
day in Bras^Teqnires Peru- 
vian forces to pull pack sever- 
al kilometres behind what 
Peru considers to be its bor- 
der. 

Meanwhile, Peruvian 
troops retreating from the 
combat zone testified that 
they saw “at least 300 dead 
Ecuadorans” and that Peru- 
vian losses were higher than 
the government has reported. 

Ecuador and Peru signed 
the ceasefire after border 
skirmishes daimed the lives 
of at least 70 soldiers on both 
sides. 

Tbe press reported one of 
tbe Peruvian troops pulling 
out of the disputed territory 
said “on our way we ran into 
no less than 300 dead 
Ecuadorans in the combat 
zone.” 

The retreating Peruvian 
soldiers also said their forces 
had lost more than the rough- 
ly 30 troops the government 
reported killed, but they 
would not give a more precise 
number. 

Most of the border be- 
tween Peru and Ecuador was 
demarcated following the 
si g nin g of the Rio Protocol in 
1942 to end an earlier conflict 
between the Andean neigh- 
bours. 

Tbe only portion left over 
was the 78 kilometres stretch 
in the Condor Mountains that 
the two countries began fight- 
ing over in late January. 

President Alberto Fu- 
jimori's closest rival in the 
April 9 race, former U.N. 
Secretary General Javier 


Perez de. Cuellar, strongly 
supported Mr. Fujimori dur- 
ing the conflict, but joined 
the chorus of opposition Fri- 
day by saying he had “very 
serious reservations” abo ut 
. file .terms of the ceasefire. 

Other opposition leaders 
followed suit Saturday morn- 
ing, arguing that the agree- 
ment agned in Brasilia was 
flawed because it did not 
determine a definitive de- 
marcation of the unmarked 
stretch at the source of the 
conflict. 

Curiously, one of Fujimor- 
i’s top supporters, Carlos 
Torres Y Torres Lara, imp fl- 
atly acknowledged that the 
ceasefire agreement did in 
some ways mean a change in 
Pern's policies. 

“The conflict rone consti- 
tutes a space where there has 
been military confrontation, 
an area over which there is a 
question,” he said. 

This enraged the opposi- 
tion. 

“Why has the government 
agreed to put on the negotia- 


tion table land that our sol- Wf P 5S 

dkas recovered with courage, 
heroism and at the risk of captore of top 
their lives?” demanded a eluding 
momment politician and for- Guzman m September Wi 
Ber- Tte cut 

rales Shining Path violence. 

“What was fhe use of the - Mir, F^nnoift Apfl 
sacrifices of our heroic sol- decision to shutter Caress 
diers who died defending .and temp°r^^eby»- 
Cucva De Los Tayos, Base cree <hd not 
Sur and Tiwinza?” asked lef- In poshing through a re- 
tist Deputy Henri Pease, re- writing of the consmutioa, 
feirir^tothe three bases that one of the 
the fighting focused on. De- ^ cm was 
spite Mr. Pease’s statement, erf a ban cm 
Ecuador never lost control of presidents ^ 

Tiwinza. to throw his hat m for a 

Former President Alan second term- . . . 


I! 


Garda, who has been in exile 
in Colombia since May 1992, . 
accused Mr. Fujimori of 
“treason against Peruvian 
foreign policy." 

During the war, Mr. Fu- 
jimori, a former university 
rector elected in 1990 as a 
political neophyte, saw his 
popularity soar to more than . 
70 per cent. 

Part of that popularity 
s tains from a tough ca mp ai g n 


second term. 

By making all decisions 
associated with the war, Mr. 
Fujimori bow runs the risk of 
reaping all the blame should 
the ceasefire accord turn out 
to be unpopular. 

Political analysts say Mr. 
Fujimori -will have a hard 
time « nay mg the doubts that 
die opposition has planted 
about mm on the emotionally 
charged issue of Peruvian 
sovereignty. 


r 
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A Peruvian army soldier takes a break hi the 
Pnesto Yipfamda Uno (PV 1) mflhury base in 


the CMdilkni Dd Condor area 
Thu Amazon (AFP photo) 


the Peru- 


Unionists to publish own plans for British rule 
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BELFAST (R) — Protestant 
politicians bitterly opposed to 
Anglo-Irish peace plans for 
Northern Ireland said Sunday 
they wfll publish their own 
proposals for keeping British 

Their announcement came 
as the British and' Irish -gov- 
ernments prepared to make 
public their own ideas for 
how the province might con- 
vert the present ceasefire into 
a permanent peace. 

They know- the next 14 
days amid be Ireland’s most 
testing political period since 
guerrilla violence halted six 
months ago, breathing new 
fife into the Anglo-Irish 
peace drive. 

The two governments have 
reached broad agreement on 
controversial new peace 
moves involving all-Ireland 
constitutional and institution- 
al reforms. 

But London and Dublin 
have failed to convince 
Northern Ireland’s majority 
Protestants that these are not 
an underhand threat to their 
cherished centuries old ties 
with Britain. 

Mainstream Protestant 
Unionist parties say they wifl 
have nothing to do with the 
two governments’ so-called 


“framework document prop- 
orals” but wfll talk to the 
British government about 
their own ideas on how 
Northern Ireland should be 
governed: 

Political analysts say- Un- 

tbenr plans are not swamped 
in a publicity deluge axritmd 
publication of the Anglo- 
Irish plans, expected over the 
next week or so. 

The Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) and the smaller 
Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) arec likely to outline 
well-established policies for 
continued British rule, with a 
devolved Northern Ireland 
Assembly but no executive 
links with Dublin. 

DUP spokesman Sammy 
Wilson told Reuters his party 
would publish Monday, the 
day before a meeting in Lon- 
don between his leader, 
firebrand politician-preacher 
Ian Paisley, and British 
Prime Minister John Major. 

Unionists had already 
made dear their rejection of 
tbe British and Irish govern- 
ments’ plans, be said. There- 
fore an alternative was 
needed to take the process 
forward. 

“We are giving t’sem (Bri- 
tain) a way out of their own 


folly” Mr. Wilson added. 

Jun Wilson, UUP generaT 
secretary, said his party 
hoped to publish Tuesday jt 
W ednesday. “The govern- 
ment has already said they 
are p re pa red- to talk about 

as their own.... 

“If the framework docu- 
ment is as (Irish) nationalist 
as it sounds already, you 
wouldn't expect the Unionist 
family to talk on such a 
nationalist agenda.” 

Mr. Major has denied that 
the Anglo-Irish document 
leans towards appealing 
nationalists. He says it is a 
balanced strategy aimed at 
getting cross-community 
agreement. 

Unionists in the British 
parliament have threatened 
to bring down Mr. Major's 
government if he tries to sell 
them out to Dublin. 

Britain and Ireland have 
spent two years on the fine 
detail of the proposals. They 
will be launched at an Anglo- 
Irish summit, which some 
political sources suggest 
might be delayed until next 
week, after the annual con- 
ference of Sinn Fein, political - 
wing of the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA). 

The quest for peace by 
London and Dublin was 


rivmi a boost when the IRA u 
ended its guerrilla campaign [s 
.gainst British rule last £ 
September. & 

Protestant e x tre mi sts cam- <3 
paigntng to protect flie pro- 
viiM^’s British links soon fol- Cj 
• lowed suitr, . >. 

Officials expect the dpeu- 
. ment to be put to the British f 
and Irish cabinets within a > 
few days. The governments ; 
want it to be the basis for 
all-round peace talks. j 

- Unionists accuse Britain of i 
betraying them in plans for j 
executive-level cross-border -■ 
institutions for trade, tour- 1 
ism, industry and other mat- j 
ters, asserting Dublin will be • 
given an unprecedented 
foothold in running Northern 
Ireland. 

The Irish government will 
have a ray in the reshaping of 
the Northern Ireland police, 
the Sunday Telegraph re- 
ported here quoting plans ; 
outlined in a framework ] 
agreement to be published 1 
soon. j 

. “The move follows a ded- J 
sion not to devolve law and f 
order policy hi Ulster to the $ 
new Northern Ireland I 
Assembly which will be 2 
established if a peace settle- 2 
ment is reached,” the paper, I 
known for its pro-Unknist | 
leaning, said. \ 


Major’s grip on power weakens as MP dies 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Prime Minister John Major’s 
precarious grip on power was 
weakened further Sunday by 
the death of a Conservative 
MP and signs that feuding 
within the ruling party over 
the European Union was re- 
fusing to die down. 

The death in hospital of Sir 
Nicholas Fair bairn, a maver- 
ick member of parliament 
with a tiny majority in his 
Scottish seat, reduces the 
government’s already weak 
control over parliament. 

The Scottish Nationalists, 
just 2,094 votes behind Sir 
Nicholas at the 1992 general 
election, look set to grab the 
Perthshire seat, theoretically 
putting the Conservatives in a 
minority of seven in the 
House of Commons. 

Mr. Major’s prospects of 
holding the constituency will- 
be fatally weakened if Con- 
servative infighting over 
Europe continues. 

But the dispute showed 
few signs of ending Sunday as 
a former Conservative prime 
minister demanded the sack- 
ing of 'ministers who did not 
subscribe to Mr. Major's call 
for Britain to be "at the heart 
of Europe.” 

In an article in the News Of 
The World newspaper, Ed- 
ward Heath, who as premier 
took Britain into the Euro- 
pean Union in the 1970s. 
wrote: 

“If there are those minis- 
ters who find they cannot 
accept our commitment to a 
Britain at the heart of 


Europe, then they must fol- 
low the honourable course 
and resign. 

“And if they show a reluct- 
ance to do that, tbe prime 
minister should urge them on 
their way.” 

But another former Con- 
servative cabinet minister 
and party chairman launched 
an attack on Mr. Major, 
saying he had failed to secure 
Britain's right to control im- 
migration during negotia- 
tions on tbe ElTs Maastricht 
Treaty. 

Former Interior Minister 
Kenneth Baker said Mr. Ma- 
jor and Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd had wished to 
concentrate on other objec- 
tives such as Britain’s right to 
opt out of a single European 
currency and common labour 
market regulations. 

“Both Douglas and John 
were right to focus on the 
currency and social chapter 
opt-outs. But the need to 
reaffirm the old commitment 
on border control fell by the 
wayside." Mr. Baker said. 

His artide reopened Con- 
servative wounds on the issue 
which surfaced eight days ago 
when a junior minister. 
Charles Wardle, resigned, 
saying that Britain had ceded 
rights . to make passport 
checks on people entering 
from other EU states. 

Mr. Major last' week 
attempted to stop the party 
battles over Europe, which 
have'fflwylv lead to nm«“ 
Conservative MFs being ex- 
pelled from tbe parfiamen- • 


tary party. He demanded that 
his cabinet should stick close- 
ly to official policy in public. 

But tbe result appears 
have to have been merely to 
encourage former party 
heavyweights to pick up the 
cudgels. 

“Eurosceptic” former Fi- 
nance Minister Norman 
Lament Friday accused Mr. - 
Major of failing to commit 
himself on whether Britain 
should join a angle EU cur- 
rency, saying “deciding to be 
undecided ” would solve no- 
thing. 

Following Sir Nicholas', 
death, Mr. Major has a 
majority of only 12 seats , in 
tbe Commons even if the 
nine expelled Eurorebels are 
counted as his supporters. 

With few Conservative 
seats safe in the present poli- 
tical climate, by-elections 
could cancel out that major- 
ity before the next general 
election due in May. 1997. 

In a by-election last week, 
foe Conservative candidate 
won less than four per cent of 
the vote in a South Wales, 
constituence where the party 

r ed almost 15 per cent at 
1992 election. 

Sir Nicholas, who was 61, 
died late Saturday from foe 
complications of a liver dis- 
ease. 

The Baron of For dell was 
elected an MP in 1974, and . 
represented the. Scottish dis- 
trict of Perth arid Kinross - 
until his death. 

He had one of foe brightest 


legal minds of his generation 
and became the youngest 
man to be appointed queen's 
counsel, or senior banister, 
in Scotland at age 38. From 
1979 to 1982 he was solicitor- 
general for Scotland. 

A special election will be 
called later to replace Sir 
Nicholas in the House of 
Commons. 

Sir Nicholas was famed for 
his unusual clothes, which 
be designed himself,' his 
ready wit and his direct man- 
ner. In Who’s Who, he listed 
his recreation as “drawing, 
ships, making quips, con- 
founding whips (party lead- 
ers), scuttling drips.” He 
often criticised his own party. 

Martin Robb, chairman of 
foe Perth and Kinross Con- 
servative Association, paid 
tribute to “the outs tand ing 
political contribution" that 
Sir Nicholas made over the 
past 22 years. 

“His colourful, dynamic: 
personality will be sorely! 
missed by his family, friends! 
and supporters in foe consti-j 
tuenw as well as by his many] 
friends and colleagues in.foei 
.Palace of Westminster. j 

“Scottish political life to] 
day stands diminished by his 
loss” | 

Sir Nicholas is survived bjj 
his wife and three daughters. 

He. "will be buried hi the 
family cnjpt at St. Theriot'] 
Chapel, Fordell Castle', in ] 
private ceremony. A raemoL 
rial .service ro celebrate frij. 
life and work will be held al 
St.' John's Church, in Perth} . 






E 




I- “ i \ » "i '* » »'> "* * ' s 


^Opinion & Analysis 


Jordan Times 

nrtr P'"*w Anb pgtoal fed, puNnhed h, (t* J™fe« rtcn Foanttim. 


Csuniithcd JW5 


* 5 V 1 i> Vj-U.1L .m— : Jit_ V- Ir/. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

Mahmoud al kayed 

^wtor General: 

Mohammad amad 

Edilor-in-Chief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

editorial and advertising offices: 

."‘Jordan Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Telex: 21407 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times is published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
Jordan Times advertising department. 


ieighbour Europe can do 


HKS MAJESTY King Hussein’s televised message 
Saturday to the Paris symposium on “the future 
of the Mediterranean area after the peace pro- 
l cess” contained a challenge not only to the 
immediate parties in the Middle East peace 
process but also to the inte rnational c ommuni ty, 
especially the Europeans. Granted peace-making 
has yet to attain its full and complete goals in the 
region due to the near stalemate on the Syrian 
and Palestinian fronts with Israel, as the King 
indeed cautioned, bat peace-building most hegm 
here and now in order to consolidate the gains 
already achieved and lay the groundwork for 
further progress. 

This means that the infirastroctnres for recon- 
struction, rehabilitation and the forging of re- 
gional economic ami fiscal cooperation need to be 
built now so that the foundations for joint efforts 
and lasting stability ran be laid, perhaps along 
the lines of the H elsinki formula for European 
security and cooperation. Hus will necessarily 
entail investment in and preparedness for peace- 
building since without initiating an d nurturing 
this process, the effort to make peace will falter. 

Europe especially is weD placed to {day a 
“crucial” role in this endeavour. There Is too 
much poverty, great disparities in inco mes and 
rapid rise in unenxpKrjjTent in the region, the 
monarch reminded his audience, and this cannot 
be conducive for consolidating the peace process. 
The peoples of the area need to see and feel the 
fruits of peace that they have beat promised awi 
expected. And unless the international commun- 
ity can deliver on pledges of support, faith and 
trust in peace with Israel could erode quickly. 

The Europeans who neighbour the Middle 
East and who can feel the reverberations of the 
region’s turmoil cannot afford to sit bade and let 
the Americans (pins some Russian involvement) 
handle the er^re file. 

The Europeans know for sore that the U.S. 
cannot always play a positive role in influencing 
the negotiations between the Arabs and the 
Israelis, especially since the Americans are either 
unwilling or unable to use their unlimited sup- 
port for the Jewish state as a weapon to pressure 
the Israelis. 

The recent shift in policy by the secretariat of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
in Brussels should be a strong indicator for 
Europe's political leadership to ponder and 
assess. The Secretary-General of Europe’s fore- 
most security body now sees more threat to the 
continent’s stability from the sooth rather than 
from eastern Europe, and he would therefore like 
to forge new strategic links with North African 
countries instead of concentrating all efforts on 
the former communist bloc in Europe. While the 
NATO generals might soon start to entertain a 
military solution to the perceived threat from 
North Africa or the Middle East, it is hoped that 
the politicians would preempt such a trend and 
opt for addressing the root causes of extremism 
in this part of the world. 


A WRITER in A1 Ra’i Sunday suggested that the Centre 
for Strategic Studies ar the University of Jordan conduct a 
survey to sound out public views on normalisation with 
Israel. After the success of the centre in reflecting the trend 
in public thinking regarding the peace process, union 
between the two banks and other issues of concern to the 
public, it is hoped that the centre would turn its attention to 
measuring the public response to the prospect of normalisa- 
tion with the Jewish state, as this is a very important issue 
and constantly on the mind of Jordanian citizens, said 
Mohmoud Rimavri. The writer said that a wide spectrum of 
society, including writers, politicians and professionals, are 
wondering about the meaning or the concept of normalisa- 
tion. which is often referred to in the media. He said that 
the centre at the University of Jordan has won credibility 
for its objective surveys and it would be most beneficial to 
the Jordanian people to learn about the facts of normalisa- 
tion. especially as the professional unions in the Kingdom 
have shown strong -^position to any kind of normalisation 
with Israel. T.u Jordanian public’s views about normalisa- 
tion ire s::M a mystery, unlike the case in Israel where 
opinion polls are conducted about almost any issue of 
concern to the Israeli society, continued the writer. He said 
that an opinion poll in this case would be most helpful to 
the politicians, and decision makers and would help the 
country to take the right decisions. 

A WRITER in A1 Dustour discussed the conditions of 
schools run by the Ministry' of Educarion. It is regrettable 
to see newly built schools lacking heating facilities, which is 
most harmful to the health of the children in the cold 
season, said Mohammad Daoud. Having built a modem 
school, the Ministry of Education should provide these 
schools with heating facilities to safeguard the children’s 
health, said the writer. It is no longer acceptable to see 
modern buildings that cost a fortune lacking the basic 
facilities for hearing, added the uniter. 


Human Rights File 


By Waked Sa’di 


Concern for ‘family status’ 
is not discrimination 


THE MINISTRY of Foreign Affairs has recently stirred a 
hornet's nest for women when it announced that female 
applicants for diplomatic posts most be single. Womens* 
associations in die country immediately reacted and cried 
foul when they read the announcement in a daily newspap- 
er. The ministry was specifically charged with oi sc rimin at- 
ing against women in violation of the country’s internation- 
al treaty obligations. 

A closer look at the issue, however, would reveal no s&cb 
discrimination on the basis of sex. What is at issue here is 
cfifferential treatment on die basis of “family status.” Tbs 
government is not ruling oat women applicants for work at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Accordingly, there is no 
ground for the daim the government is di<a-rimmarrng 
on die basis of gender per se. 

A more difficult and thorny subject is the “discrimina- 
tion” on the basis of family status and this is where the 
international human rights jurisprudence has yet to de- 
velop into black and white clarity. The role of thumb in 
human rights jurisprudence thus for condones differential 
treatments on the basis of family status as long as it is 
“reasonable.” In other words, single women can be treated 
differently from married ones. By die same token, married 
men can be afforded a different treatment from single men. 
It is a foregone conclusion that married people, whether 
men or women, have a distinguishable set of rights and 
duties from the single people. 

The main bone of contention for the champions of 
womens’ rights in this case should be whether the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs is reasonable in rejecting unmarried 
women at a time when it accepts men applicants who are 


single or even divorced. 

In the case of Jordan, I believe that the “c&scrumnation” 
between single men and women is reasonable and dictated 
by the social fabric in the country. There will come a time 
when soda] habits will change, rendering tins currently 
“reasonable” differential treatment “unreasonable.” TU] 
that moment in time arrives, it would be safe to contend 
that the existing differential treatment is reasonable. 

I hasten to explain that the rationale behind tins line of 
drinking rests basically on the premise that married men in 
Jordan are not likely to follow their wives when posted 
outride die country. Men are still die basic breadwinner 
and educated Jordanian men have their own careen to 
nurture and develop. When the time comes for a women 
diplomat to be patted outside the co un t ry , something 
which is highly probable if not a sure tiring, a family crisis 
could ensue with a high probability for a family breakdown 
occurring as a result. I concede that in due course, this 
social structure would change whereby women, whether 
married or not, would pursue their own careers indepen- 
dently of their husbands. Of course, when tins happens, it 
will not happen without a price as indeed is die case in the 
industrialised countries. 

An interim sriddle course can be followed in this context 
by accepting married women applicants as long as they 
forefelt their right to be posted in a foreign country. 
Admittedly, married women assigned to work at the 
ministry would not pose all the problems inherent in their 
assignments outride the country. Perhaps the w»w«t er of 
foreign affairs would accept this middle course as a 
temporary panacea to the conflicting riaima. 


The great Atlantic drift away 


By Martin WooHacott 

A NEW ATLANTIC pact 
is the latest idea ro emerge 
from the back rooms where 
diplomats and security ex- 
perts cook up possible re- 
medies for our troubles. It 
is a common reaction, when 
institutions are failing, to 
•draw np ambitions plans for 
expansion. So it is with 
NATO, some of whose 
members — including 
France. Germany and Bri- 
tain — are now said to be in 
favour of a new agreement, 
supplementing the original 
treaty and giving it econo- 
mic and political chapters to 
add to redefined military 
purposes. 

There could hardly be a 
dearer example of fiddling 
while Rome burns. NATO 

is drifting toward* .a hum* 
crisis over Bosnia and 
Croatia, a crisis which could 
see Europe and America 
bereft of even a semblance 
of a common policy. U.S. 
disinterest in foreign affairs 
except where they impinge 
directly on the American 
economy has never been 
deeper. Europe’s own in- 
ternal contradictions are 
similarly turning it in on 
itself. It is odd. to say the 
least of it. that a number of 
countries should be reviving 
proposals for the enhance- 
ment of the Atlantic com- 
munity that failed to gain 
support when circumst- 
ances were more propitious 
20 or 30 years ago. 

On one level, the propos- 
als are indeed not much 
more than diplomatic 
make-work in the face of 
imminent collapse. Foreign 
offices must have some- 
thing to do, and the habit of 
40 years in the alliance has 
been to devise projects, 
achieve agreements and in- 
stitute new arrangements. 
That is how. in the past, it 
has been kept together. On 
another level, however, 
they testify to the dawning 
consciousness, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, that 
there has been a sudden 
and quite frightening loss of 
will in both the U.S. and 
Europe. 

Henry Kissinger has writ- 
ten that the European and 
American diplomatic tradi- 
tions oppose the concept of 
“foreign policy as a balanc- 
ing of interests and di- 
plomacy as an affirmation 
of an underlying harmony". 
This tension in the past led 
to a cycle of difficulties, 
compromises and phases of 
successful common action. 
But what has changed now 
is more than just the end of 
the cold war. There has 
been an erosion of the be- 
lief that the West, as the 
richest and most modern 
portion of human society, 
has a special responsibility 
for the world as a whole. 

These questions of 
national and civilising mis- 
sion should not be under- 
estimated. Such certainties 
about purpose have been 
the engine of effective ac- 
tion in the past, constituting 
faiths for which men would 
work and sometimes die. 
The U.S. seems no longer to 
have the sense that ir has a 
duty io a world which it is 
leading towards a common 
future, a future in which all 
will live by American 
norms. Europe, mean- 
while. has lost the sureness 
with which France and Ger- 


Rather than strengthening NATO as 
trouble-shooter, plans for a new inter national 
pact testify to a frightening loss of will in both 
the U.S. and Europe 



many, if not Britain, were 
able to calculate the old 
continent's interests and 
plan its resurgence during 
the period of super-power 
rivalry. 

Recently. Volker Ruhe. 
Germany's defence minis- 
ter. called at a conference 
for a "new. wider tmns- 
Atlantic contract" which 
would add a parallel econo- 
mic organisation to NATO 
and extend security coop- 
eration to give it a worl- 
dwide range. Klaus Kinkel. 
Malcolm Rifkind and Alain 
Juppe, the French foreign 
minister, all followed 
through with similar re- 
marks. Everybody here is. 
to some extent, playing 
familiar games. The Ger- 
mans are pursuing the idea 
of a special partnership with 
the U.S. that Mr. Qinton 
dramatised in his Berlin 
visit last year. The British 
government is interested in 
any attempt to repair the 
trans-Atlantic breach which 
might partly restore Bri- 
tain's previously pivotal 
role. Mr. Juppd's position 
reflects the shift in French 
policy from the aggressive 
pursuit of a European de- 
fence identity, through to a 
more cooperative attitude 
to NATO and on to a reluc- 
tant recognition of the need 
to offset' German strength 
by moving a little closer to 
the British and the Amer- 
icans. 

At the same time, since 
the French concept of a 
revised Atlantic treaty 
would be of one between 
two entities, the U.S. and 
the European Union, 
rather than another pact 
between 16 states. Paris can 
continue to push for the 


■’equal” Atlantic rela- 
tionship it has always de- 
manded. 

The Atlantic community 
is a phrase that has not been 
much heard in recent years. 
A long time ago it signified 
the idea that America and 
Europe might move along 
the path towards federa- 
tion, a notion which the 
common market and then 
the European Community 
effectively displaced, 
although vestigial political 
institutions like the North 
Atlantic Assembly remain. 
Efforts to revise the North 
Atlantic T reaty so as to give 
economic and political 
cooperation a weight 
approaching that of military 
affairs are not new. Mr. 
Kennedy made a stab in this 
direction, as did Mr. Kissin- 
ger in the early seventies, 
with his Year of Europe. So 
did Mr. MacMillan, after 
being disappointed by De 
Gaulle. As recently as 1990. 
James Baker called for a 
period of European- 
American dialogue, and 
Lord Carrington has been 
another recent advocate of 
change. 

What came to be called 
the Atlantic community. 
Mr. Kissinger wrote in his 
book "Diplomacy**, "has 
been marking" time... 
NATO has come to be 
taken as part of a landscape 
that needs no further tend- 
ing." It is true that there 
are. in theory, some attrac- 
tions to the ideas being flo- 
ated now. A new Atlantic 
pact might keep in check 
the harsher economic com- 
petition between the U.S. 
and Europe which has 
emerged since the end of 
the cold war. Skilfully man- 
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aged, a new pact could 
bring a paper reconciliation 
of American, French, Brit- 
ish and German views of 
the Atlantic relationship. 
Again on paper, it could 
underwrite the transforma- 
tion of the military struc- 
tures from an anti-Soviet 
alliance to a general pur- 
pose organisation with 
peacekeeping and even 
peace-making in mind. It 
would fit into President 
Clinton's scheme for 
treaties with the world’s 
great economic regions, 
and as a piece of theatre it 
might help him fight the i 
isolationism of Congress. 

Unhappily, what is going ' 
on is more an example of 1 
displacement activity, a i 
means by which attention is ■ 
distracted from what is real- 
ly going wrong. What the 
Atlantic alliance needs, 
above all. is a couple of 
successful common opera- 
tions. The opportunity for 
common military action still 
exists in former Yugoslavia 
but has not been taken. The 
opportunity for common 
political action exists in the 
shape of the East European 
applications to join NATO. 
Again, it has tieen fudged. 

The loss of purpose evi- 
dent in both continents 
underlies both failures, and 
can hardly be repaired by 
piling additional alliance 
structures on those that are 
already weakening. How it 
can be renewed, if it can be 
renewed, is a mystery that 
lies below the level at which 
diplomats and bureaucrats 
do their work. 
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Let’s get together 

to halt unraveling 
of society 1 



By Boutros Ghrii 

THE UNITED NATIONS, 
New York —In Less than a 
month, heads of state and 
government from every 
part of tire planet wifi meet 
at tire World Summit for 
Social Development in 
Copenhagen. They will 
address a crisis that would 
have been nniw»gmnhi<j 3 
decade ago: the unraveling 
of society. 

The crisis is of a differe nt 
order from die ideology- 
driven n uc lear peril of the 
cold war. Yet it threatem 
many nations — ultimately 
the whole world — as much 


traction. 

The danger signs are 
everywhere. 

At a time of unpre- 
cedented material progress 
and economic prosperity, 
more than a turnon people 
— one in five — five in 
crashing poverty, amid ris- 
ing population pressures, 
disease and dwindling re-, 
sources. Jobs in almost ev- 
eiy country — in some 
cases whde industries — 
are vamsfamg m a rush of 
j^obal, economic and tech- 
nological change. For 
many, real wages are de- 
clining. Social services are 
eroding. Crime, terrorism, 
drag trafficking and abuse 
have become everyday fea- 
tures of modern fife. 

At die same time, dis- 
putes rooted in political, 
economic, ethnic, tribal and 
environmental factors are 
triggering carnage and 
chaos in several pans of (he 
world — and diverting the 
international co mmunity ’s 
resources Into costly 
peacekeeping operations. 

G over nm ents alone can- 
not control die causes of 
social dislocation and 
alienation. Yet they have to 
face their consequences. 
Ordinary people hold gov- 
ernments responsible for 


fODiessness, tor economic 

ate social servk^ ^^J^. 
suiting situations are tailor- 
made for demagogues, 
and for organised crime. - 

The United Nations was 
founded SO yean ago to 
ensure the territorial secur- 
ity of member states. But in 
tire last several years only a 
tiny fraction of the conflicts 
around die world have in- 
volved outside aggressors. 
What is now under siege is 
something different: the 
security of people in their 
homes, jobs and communi- 
ties. 

This erosion of personal 
security is malting people 
profoundly pessimistic. 


Many no longer see ie 
prospect of better timq. 
There is a rising sense if 
cynicism not o*dy^bou 

cy itself. For the poor, H 
particular, there ts rising 
bitterness and frustration 
over the widening gulf be- 
tween haves and have-nots. 

The exclusion of citizens 

— and entire nations — 
from resources, technology 
and knowledge has brought 
increasingly aggressive re- 
sponses. 

Unemployment, poverty 

and social disintegration 
face societies everywhere. 
Each contains features uni- 
que to every country and 
regkm. Yet none of them, it i 
is increasingly apparent, 
can be met except through 
international cooperation. 

The World Summit for 
Social Development, from 
March 6 to 12, will provide 
a forum for leaders to make 
a conceptual breakthrough 

— to go beyond armed ter- 
ritorial security towards en- 
hancing human well-being 
through development. 

The summit is an oppor- 
tunity for government, 
citizens’ groups, business 
leaders ami . other repre- 
sentatives of tivfl society to 
focus attention on these cri- 
tical issues, to share in- 
formation, ideas and ex- 
periences, and to frame 
goals and stimulate action 
on shared problems. 

Specific objectives of the 
Copenhagen summit 
should include significan tly 
reducing die proportion of 
people living in absolute 
poverty; with special atten- 
tion to tire least developed 
countries, particularly those 
of sub-Saharan Africa; 
creating new forms of pro- 
ductive employment and 
sustainable livelihoods; 
and reducing disparities 
among income classes, 
sexes, ethnic groups, geog- 
raphical regions and na- 
tions. 

World Summit lor 
Development- is the 
international 
United Natio5r~tiJ‘ _ makc 
poverty, unemployment 
and social disintegration a 
principal focus. It is a price- 
less opportunity for leaders 
to rcdmik the policies and 
objectives of the welfare 
state model in industrialised 
countries, and of poverty- 
rednetioo strategies in de- 
veloping -coentries. 

The writer is Secretary- 
General of the United Na- 
tions. This a/tide is re- 
printed from the J Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 


LETTERS 


Dealing with SLE 


To the Editor: 


ANY OF ns could have "Systemic Lupus Eiythmatoses” or 
“LUPUS” (SLE) and not know about it, thinking its 
Symptoms are just usual body nature and five a normal fife. 
One advice though: Reading too much In medical books or 
specialised literature about SLE can cause problems ; leave 
medicine to doctors. But reading general essays and 
participating in group meeetmgs help a lot in easing the 
worries and suffer log it causes. 

For a start, I would like to give you an idea about SLE. Zt 
is an anto-immnne disease which means that extra anti- 
bodies are produced inside our bodies and they attack 
various organs, tissues and any inner parts of the body 
itself. It is considered a rheumatic disease; It causes 
photosensitivity, joint pain and weakness. Its main feature, 
however, is a butterfly rash over the cheeks, nose and 
forehead. 

SLE could be very dangerous if neglected. But with the 
help of the right doctor, the tests and medication be 
prescribes, thing can be better andyon can live a normal 
fife. Dangerous though its sounds, SLE could be very mild 
and disappear for no reason just as it came. 

Its cause is yet unknown but it is still bring researched. 

SLE has bad a great effect on my fife. Being a married 
woman with responsibilities and a job, I have neglected the 
disease for a while. Then, I bad to go to the hospital for 
overworking myself end ignoring the doctors’ orders. As a 
result, I was hospitalised for a whole month and a half. I 
have suffered a lot physically, psychologically and emo- 
tionally. Moral: one s health is very important and one- 
should not let fifty responsibilities and worries ruin it. 

I suggest that we should consider forming an SLE society 
or foundation for helping patients. At least patients should 
contact each other through doctors. I really think tins wifi 
help & lot. 


The Guardian. 


Layla Audi Tafaabsem, 
Amman . 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters 
intended for pobficstia, however, should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
drcmnstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap- 
er is not responsible for the return of unused manuscripts. 
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THEN FELIPE Gonzalez 
qs campaigning for the 
actions that swept him to 
over in 1982, it was said 
e had his sideboards crated 
Over to make him look 
note statesmanlike. He 
ws only 40 although he had 
oeen politically active for 18 
years, 13 of them fighting 
Franco’s dictatorship. 

More than vanity made 

^.*.2 5 


ft'WV years, 13 of them fightini 

‘Qere j* £/ franco’s dictatorship. 
Cyn 'cis^ 1 More than vanity mad 
Doj y aim go to such lengths » 
project his gravitas. Only '1 
iSdfS. months before, a colonel i 


T .one-distance runner on his last lap 

Felipe Gonzalez was thesaviour of the Spanish left, but his scandal-struck administranon 
— Flirnheth Nash examines the leader stongcareer_ 
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ibe civil guard, Antonio Te- 
jero, had marched into par- 
liament and held nearly ev- 
ery politician in Spain at 
gunpoint for 24 hours. 
Veteran socialists, elected 
by the people, crouched on 
ihe floor of the chamber 
j and ate their party cards in 

I of reprisals by Fran- 
ts. The elections in 
aber 1982 produced a 
ialist landslide which, to 
ryone’s surprise and re- 
, the armed forces 
»pted without a mur- 
r. 

This victory,” Mr. Gon- 
sz said, “more than that 
i party, is the victory of 
uocracy and the Spanish 
>ple.” This was not just 
tone. The moment Mr. 
inzalez became prime 
aister marked the realisa- 
n that Spain’s peaceful 
nsiticra to democracy had 
xeeded. It showed the 
nld that the Franco era 
s finished for good. 

Since then, every big de- 
ion in Spain has passed 
rough Felipe Gonzalez s 
nds. Successes during the 
(om years of the eighties 
ade him believe that he 
mid control riromstances 
id determine the destiny 
F his country. But as the 
orld recession battered 
ie Spanish economy, un- 
mployment stuck at one in 
>ur and corruption seethed 
nd bubbled around him, 
ae people did not have to 
sk who was responsible: 
Fhey started to send him 
he bills. 

Mr. Gonzalez was born 
n 1942 in the southern city 
>f Seville. One of four chil- 
iren of a modest dairy far- 
mer, he was "the only one to 
io to university, where he 
Studied law. A diligent stu- 
dent, his first political act 
was to protest against a visit 
to Seville in 1963 by Frag: 
co’s tourism mmtster 

*} opposi- 

tion People’s 

He studied economics for 
six months at Louvain uni- 
versity in Belgium; on his 
return to Seville in 1964 he 
set up as a labour lawyer 
and swiftly won a reputa- 
tion for defending workers 
unfairly sacked by their em- 
ployers. 

He struck up with 
another, more acerbic 
young lawyer, Alfonso 
Guerra, and between them 
they started to rebuild the 
once-mighty Socialist Party 
throughout Andaluda, cell 
by cell, village by village. 
Most of the old exiled 
socialists from the civil war 
were out of touch with what 
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FeUpe, above, the 
right man at the 
right moment, pull- 
ing together the 
Spanish Socialists 
with the help of Ger- 
many's WUly Brandt 
and Britain’ s 
Michael Foot in 
1976; left, the victor 
of the 1982 election; 
top right, the states- 
man with Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl; right 
depression as crises 
gather 



Gonzalez 211 ^ %■- Guerra 

started .to ^ 

generation of socialists in- 
side Spain. 

In July 1969 he borrowed 
Guerra’s Renault and drove 
to Bayonne to a meeting of 
the PSOE executive to de- 
liver some home truths to 
the party's exiled leadership 
about the resurgence in 
Andaluda. Such was his 
eagerness to make the trip 
that he missed the rivil 
ceremony of his wedding to 
Carmen Romero: A friend 
stood in for him. 

Mr. Gonzalez quietly 
started to enlist the support 
of other European socialist 
leaders, Bruno Kreisky, 
Olaf Palme and especially 
Willy Brandt, who came to 


by fc.urep&'V sSWhi 
cratic te&Jets. Felipe Gon- - 
zalez — still Known by his 
nom-de-guene, “Isidoro 
— was elected leader of the 
still illegal party at a confer- 
ence held outside Pans m 
1974. 

By 1977 the party was 
legalised in Spain, and with- 
in weeks he was on the 
hustings and elected MP m 
the first free elections since 
1936. Unusually tall in a 
nation of short men. he 
strolled into the limelight 
and charmed a nation with 
his natural assurance, his 
boy-next-door smile, his 
black hair flopping on to nis 
open collar and his com- 
manding platform manner. 

By speaking as if to his 


palsjpyer ajbeer. he capti: 
educatedTbut not patririan, 
familiar but not conde- 
scending, ironical but not 
abrasive, young, handsome 
and serious, the perfect role 
model for a generation of 
young Spaniards bored and 
repelled by the Franco 
strait-jacket! And his soft 
Sevillian consonants reas- 
sured Spain's proud regions 
that he was no part of Mad- 
rid’s Casnllian elite. 

The late 1970s were excit- 
ing times in Spain. With 
Franco dead and the demo- 
cratic forces pushing ahead, 
there was everything to play 
for. The Socialist Party, 
emerging from its clandes- 
tine existence and bulging 
with new recruits, held con- 


gress after congress in those 

position! m "tRe^ deScious 
knowledge that gening it 
right would take it into 
power. Mr. Gonzalez was 
perfect, the right man at the 
right moment. Spaniards 
adored him. The whole 
countrv called him Felipe. 
In 197S. after a huge de- 
bate, the Socialist Party de- 
cided to define itself as 
Marxist. Thousands of dele- 
gates flung their fists in the 
air and roared the J.tiema- 
tionale. 

At this moment. Felipe 
Gonzalez casually resigned. 
1 am not a Marxist, he said, 
never have been, and you 
can call the party Marxist if 
vou want to but not with me 
as leader. He was more 


interested in winning the 

he walked off the platform. 

The party was stunned. It 
swiftly watered down the 
reference to Marx and in a 
few months Mr. Gonzalez 
came back. The comrades 
marched smartly to the 
right and into government, 
and everyone learned the 
lesson: Without Felipe the 
Socialist Parry was nothing. 
After his election victory in 
1982. he spoke from a pre- 
pared text for the first time, 
always wore a tie, stopped 
giving the denched-fist sa- 
lute. 

Henceforth everything in 
the party and the country 
took place on Mr. Gon- 
zalez's terms, and this is 


why, even if nothing is ever 
proved to link him with the 
activities ot tne Oai anti- 
terrorist death squads dur- 
ing the early days of his 
premiership, he wili prob- 
ably have to take the 
blame. 

During the 1980s he took 
Spain into Eurpoe, relished 
state visits, European sum- 
mits, won election after 
election, not least because 
no opposition politician 
came near him for r iron, or 
pulling power. 

Through force of will and 
what you might call brute 
charm*, he pushed through 
unpopular measures such as 
NATO membership and 
labour laws that prompted 
the two rival trade union 
giants to join in a historic 


alliance against him; he also • 
surrounded himself with | 
bankers and policemen who . 
have one by one trooper ; 
into prison under suspicion j 
of corruption. | 

He does not cling to pqw- . 
er for personal aggrandise- ; 
meat 'or enrichment.!, 
■■Being in power seems j 
enough for him.” said one , 
supporter. Despite the - 
sleaze lapping at his ankles, j 
even his bitterest foes have ■ 
been unable to pin upon 
him personally any hint of 
shady dealing or improprie- 
ty. i 

' But he and his team, so 
fresh and eager in W82, ; 
now sit in their ministries • 
drained of enthusiasm and 
ideas, paralysed in the face 
of the crisis' that wit! not go 
away. 

Mr. Gonzalez, never a 
great man for detail, be- 
came bored with day-to-day 
domestic politic?. He im- 
mured himself in his Mere- 1 
lea palace, rarely appeared 
in parliament, sulterec 
periodic fits of depression 
and became disinclined :o 
listen to advice. He broke 
with his lifelong friend and 
righthand man. Alfonso 
Guerra, whose brother was 
involved in a scandai. Other £ 
close friends let him co«n. 

The partv in the country 
shrivelled. Worst of a!- no ; 
one stepped forward, nor , 
was groomed, to pump new . 
blood into the old -eao- 
ership. The Socialist ■ • 

after the trauma si 
continues tc be a or.eman . 
band. 

In the seventies. Mr. 
Gonzalez admitted that hi ■ 
was an insomniac and th-i . 
he smoked too many 
He said his favourite fcoert . 
was Don Ouixote. that he 
found i: relaxing. 

Mr. Gonzalez's whole neau 
is flecked with grey, ar.d he • 
probably long? sometimes . 
to s!io from public v:i* ar._ 
settle down with Cervantes 
and a Havana. • 

But not yet. Hi wants :o 
ride the crisis ar.c go v >.w • 
he chooses. !n particular he , 
has set his hear, cn heading 
Spain’s EU presidency. , 
which stars in July. j 
A friend of Mr. Gon- t 
zalez, who has worked with j 
him throughout his career, i 
said this week: "Felipe is a j 
long-distance runner. He , 
will never quit when things { 

' are going wrong tor mm. j 
He was preparing to resign . 

‘ at a moment when things . 
■! were going well, but then ! 
u all these problems stared. 

. ’ Now that everything is 

going wrong he will never 
-u quit.” 

But Mr. Gonzalez him- 
f, self seems aware that he is 

Zi on the last lap. “After so 

many years in government i : 

“ have lost credibility." he j 

” admitted in parliament re- : 

cently. ! 

j None fhe less he has now ; 
“ embarked on a race aeains: ! 
2,h time, in an effort to outstrip j 
the tumbline avalanche of • 
| n “ scandal and sleaze before it j 
‘ d engulfs him. j 


Treaty precedent for Arab peace w ith Israel 


(Continued from page I) 

anybody’s hand,” His Majes- 
ty said, adding that Jordan 
will not allow anybody to 
force it to adjust its policies in 
a way that would suit others 
requirements. 

Responding to a question, 
the King said Jordan’s posi- 
tion on the signing of the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 

Treaty (NPT) is a principle 
one that is not necessarily 
connected to the Egyptian or 
Israeli stands. He explained 
that Jordan demands that au 
weapons of mass destruction 
in the area be eliminated, 
expressing hope that the 
countries of the region will 
reach agreement on this 

1SS King Hussein said that the 
Kingdom’s ties with the Arab 
Gulf countries “are much 
better than they used to be 
(after the Gulf war), and he 
expressed hope that they will 
b a. restored to their previous* 
levels. The King stressed his 
concern for the Iraqi people, 

saying he hoped that Iraq wU 

once again be able to play its 

role in the region. 

Following are excerpts 
from the Al Hayat interview: 

On obstacles to nonnalisa- 
tion of ties with Israel; 

“We do not believe thai ihert 
are obstacles that cannot w 
overcome in tune. Some of us 
might have opinions on nonna 
Sen ttal have to do 
oereems and their feelings. I bo- 


ihe past. The second (aspect) is 
that many opportunities have 
been made available by the new 
circumstances. We have restored 
our land and water and now we 
have recognised international 
bordere (with Israel). I believe 
that some time will pass (before) 
the expectations for a fast change 
(are realised). Most of the pro- 
iects (expected of the peace pro- 
cess) are big projects. There was 
an economic summit in Casab- 
lanca, which will be followed by 
a summit in Amman this year (to 
discuss these projects). I believe 
it will be possible to shed the 
light on certain projects ana 
dungs would consequently move 
in the right direction. ’ 

ON the impact of the difficulties 
of Palestinian-Israeli negoua- 
tions on the implementation of 
Jordan ian-Israeli accords and the 
development of bilateral rela- 

QC “l have spoken of, and vnU 
always repeat, our concern that 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty be... prat of the process of 

building comprehensive, just and 
lasting peace in the whole area. 
We hope that work will continue 
on other tracks with the objec- 
tive of reaching this peace. 

ON whether Jordan has fears 
that Israel will not abide by ah us 
commitments to Jordan under 
the treaty: 

“Everything that has been 
amed upon so far has been 
SSwntcd- (Israel) with- 
drawal from (Jordanian) land has 

ssrss&sffl: 

been agreed ot- 

“As an observer. (I have an) 


phere from the one which we are 
currenily living in, in terms ot 
security, stability and giving peo- 
ple the feeling that the new 
situation will lead them to the 
desired result... this has not 
materialised... hence is the talk 
now about entering directly into 
dealing with the big issues (the 
final status negotiations). 

•■We watch with concern how 
things will proceed towards the 
desired solution... 

“At the same time, I have said 
and will say again (that Jordan is 
ready) to support our brethren... 
once we understand what they 
want us to offer. 

••I believe that the new 
Jordanian-Israeli situation could 
help (to bring about progress) on 
ihe Palestinian track or any other 
Arab-lsraeli track... we will nor 
impose ourselves.... but we will 
heed any call (for help). 

ON whether Jordan is ready to 
have confederation with the 
Palestinian entity: 

“No. I (will not address the 
final shape of Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations) until our 
Palestinian brethren restore their 

rights on their national soil (ana 
before the Palestinians) are able 
to decide under conditions of full 
freedom... to enter into a dia- 
logue on the form of relations 
they warn... My position on this 
is firm, as was my position in 
negotiating with Israel, that we 
will not sign a peace treaty first 
and then start negotiating. First 
we negotiate and if we agree on 
everything we sign the peace 
treaty. 

“(Palestinians) are the closest 
to us and we are the closest to 
them... but we haye had it with 
doubts and suspicions." 


persons ana meu -- “As an ooscrvci. 

lieve that the great majon^io observation on the Oda ON the importance of closer 
the people) « aware that * in a derate stua- ^ rdination ^SLh Palestinians 

has to be pro «■> for the interest of the two peo- 

mentariony of what hra g ^pfc, that when tj* 


mentation) oi wuai - 

come through 

first is the (feeling erf) seeunwm wha( (tbey aimed a* ^. e 
the present and the future, which rin n y 0 f a different atmos- 
is something that was missing ui 


SSite. that When (the Mteti- 

nians and the 


pies: 

--We welcome closer («»r- 


“No." . , .. 

ON whether Jordanian-Israeli 
peace is warmer than the 
Egyptian-Israeli peace: 

"It is difficult to deiermine 
the characteristics of the 
Egyptian- Israeli peace. As for us 
here in Jordan ... (there are 
many factors that make the situa- 
tions different). There _ is our 
desire to give our Jordanian peo- 
ple the opportunity to rcalue 
(their potentials). We will imple- 
ment the peace treaty fully... 

ON his views on the Alexandria 
summit: 

“We have no objection io any 
Arab summit. On the contrary, 
we welcome it--.’’ 

ON the Cairo summit: 

"I believe itg 3VC d« impress- 
ion that (the relations) were as 
desired ... we hope relations 
(between Jordan and Egypt) will 
in the future be as they once 

yyg|(J_'* 

ON the Egypuan-Israeli dispute 
over the NPT: ...... 

“I believe that the elimination 
of mass destruction weapons and 
the prevention of their develop- 
ment in this area are (viral re- 
quirements). What we wish for is 
an agreement on the elimination 
of these weapons m the whole 
area. The issue is not exclusively 
an Egyptian- Israeli one._ 

■*The Jordanian position is a 
principled one. It is not con- 
nected to the Egyptian and 
Israeli stands...” . 

ON Svrian accusations that Jor- 
dan moved fast to normalise ties 

Svrian President Hafez AIAsad) 
I told him that Syna can afford to 
(move slower than Jordan m us 
negotiation with Israel) an “ 

if the right conditions prosent 
themselves, we will move \o- 
i wards peace and we are lor a 
. comprehensive solution. 

“Mv relations with Prcsl< J e ™ 
Assad go back a long time and he 
1 is a brother and a friend, l 


hope that Arab relations wili not 
be formed on the basis of such 
considerations and that we will 
not go to thar level is making 
accusations. Making accusations 
of treason and then reversing 
them are easy to do." 

ON the King’s perception of the 
solution to the refugees and ttis- 
p laced Palestinian persons: 

■-(As for the displaced per- 
sons) there is an arrangement for 
a mechanism to deal with this 
issue. There is a Palestinian- 
Jordanian-Israeli comctinee (to 
deal with it). (As for refugees) 
ihe solution is related to interna- 
tional legitimacy ar.d the right to 
compensation or to rerum. But 
until (a solution) materialises, we 
in Jordan, regardless cf origins, 
have become one family and we 
will remain so and will proref 1 
national uni tv. Bui if anybody 
chooses a different situation at 
any stage (they are tree to do 

so).’* . , , 

ON Jordan's relations w:th :he 
Gulf countries: 

“Relations (with Gulf coun- 
tries) are much better than they 
were (alier the Gulf war). They 
are moving in the right direction. 
We hope they will bs restored to 
their (previous level)." 

ON whether Jordan feels more 
secure after the signing of the 
peace treaty and whether there 

are threats that still justify «s 
efforts to modernise its army: 
“Jordan needs ro tno denu sc 
and develop Armed rorees so 
that it can protect itself, its 
democracy. And fulfil its duty if 
there is a 'need far it ns this area 
or (in U.N. peacekeeping ms- 
sions).” , , 

ON the regional role for tne 
Armed Forces: 

(“Jordan helped train armies 
of other Arab countries! and had 
the honour of fulfilling its duty 
towards its brethren when it was 
during the first Kuwaiti 
crisis (in the sixties) and in 
Oman. There is a role for (tiw 
Jordanian Armed Forces) — We 
are still speaking of one nation. 
We cannot forge: this. Bui the 
important thing ts that Jordan 
will no: be a force that will 


jtL-s.'sa. - -*®? 


for coordination. 

ON whether Jordan will agree to 
be a partner with the Palestinians 
in the final status negotiations: 


^A^for accusations (against 
Jordan) they are many and there 

is nothing new m that. But we 


thing is that Jordan ras me 
to exercise iu right to sc "“ 

defetH*." ... 

ON whether Jordan is still calling 


for a rapid deployment Arab ’ 
force and on the nature of the 
major threats facing the Arab 1 
region: 

“Threats are numerous... but 
(as for) the call (for an Arab 
rapid deployment force), we 
have (abandoned it for the time 
being). We spoke of an Arab 
regiment. 1 don’t think that our 
proposal (for the regiment) was 
inappropriate. One day we might 
adopt this idea again." 

ON the Iraqi role in the peace 
process: 

“Iraq must be a part ol uus 
area and a part of its nation. My 
concern and pain is for the Iraqi 
people and their suffering. No- 
thing more, nothing less. It is 
inevitable that Iraq ones again 
becomes part of this area. It is a 
must that the suffering of the 
Iraqi people, and I repeat peo- 
ple. ends... This situation cannot 

last." ... . 

ON whether the sanctions will be 
lifted this year: 

“1 have do idea. Hopefully 
there will be a thaw. That would 
at least have positive implica- 
tions for the Iraqi people." 

ON whether the peace process is 
irreversible: 

-We hope so." 

ON Jordan's position on the 
Western policy of dual contain- 
ment of Iraq and Iran ana 
whether it is possible that u .will 
produce opposite results from 
those desired from it: 

•■We have nothing to do with 
it. It is possible that (it will lead 
to opposite results from those 

expected of it)" . 

ON whether Jordan is willing to 
freeze the peace treaty with 
Israel to improve ues with Syna. 

"No, we are not willing to 
delay the implementation (of the 
treaty). We will implement wnat 
we committed ourselves to. No 
one would have listened to us 
had we objected if (the Syrians 
moved before Jordan towarcb 
signing a peace treray with 
Israel)... There is no doubt in the 
inevitability of the continuation 
of the peace process on the other 
tracks (of peace talks with Israel) 
including the Syrian track. 

ON whether the peace treaty 
with Israel has weakened tiie 

Syrian negotiating position: 
“Jordan is not a card in any- 
. bodv’s hand. It never was and 


will never be. It is unacceptable 
that anyone (forces us) to adjust 
our policies and situation in tins 
country in accordance with what 
they want. 

"Such was the case with Israel 
when it insisted that we sign a 
peace treaty before (completing 
the negotiations) and we rejected 
that. This is our position vis-a-vis 
any side that thinks of Jordan as 
a follower and not a sisterly 
(state)... (Arab relations') should 
be balanced so that we achieve 

OUT COilS. 

t do not see why fine 
peace treaty with Israel) should 
have weakened (the Syrian nego- 
tiating position) in any way. On 
the contrary, it could be a prece- 
dent (for moving) m the ngni 
direction.” 

ON the Arab differences over 
the Iranian role in the area and 
the mechanism for forming a 
common Arab position towards 
Iran: 

"Regrettably, such a mechan- 
ism does not exist. For example, 
all the Arabs have (played a role) 


77ie Independent i 

form its duties). (So have they 
weakened) the Arab summit in- 
stitution. We hope it will be 
reactivated. 

"Our relations with Ircr. are 
good and (based om mutual re- 
spect. We have no problem. 'Ac 
were careful that relations are 
developed on the basis of er.uer- 
standing on the highest Jeve.s 
that would define the red and 
green lines. Relations are normal 
at this stage. 

"There are many problems :r. 
this area. They have to be tab- 
led. (If Arabs have better rela- 
tions, especially at the high*: 
levels) I believe the situation tu- 
be much bener.” 

ON Israeli fears that oette: 
Jordanian ties with some othi: 
Arab countries will negative^ 
affect Jordanian-Israeli peace: 

"No. Jordan is pan of :hi: 
nation. It was- with it in -dl it: 
battles. Jordan made sacrifice: 
(for the Arab Nation i and w;i 
continue to do so. it :s strung* 
that some have the impressioi 
that the peace process mean 
that Jordan is separated from it 
nation.” 


in paralysing the Arab League 

and (hindering its ability to per- nauon. 

PLO to chart new strategy 


(Continued from page 1) 
pies. 

But Israel has baulked at 
setting a new date for a troop 
pullback from Palestinian 
towns on the West Bank fear- 
ing that it wili leave the 
130,000 settlers there ex- 
posed following a wave of 
anti-Israeli attacks. 

“The Israelis must know 
that we are responsible for 
their securiry and that with- 
out fcood relations with the 
Palestinians it will not be 
assured," Mr. Surani said. 

"Israel can take care of its 
external security with its 
army but on the inside we are 
the ones responsible. If there 
is no solution then everything 
will be turned upside down. 
Neither Europe nor the Un- 
ited States will be spared.” he 
warned. 


Mr. Arafat met with Mr. 
Peres for less than an hour at 
a Paris hotel but made no 
comment to reporters follow- 
ing the talks. The meeting 
had been arranged on the 
fringes of a U.N. organised 
conference on peace pros- 
pects in the Mediterranean 
region. 

“'Hie problems remain,’ 
Mr. Peres told reporters be 
fore leaving for Israel. 

Mr. Arafat had earlier ac 
caused Israel of breaching it: 
peace deal with the Palesti- 
nians, citing practices such & 
collective punishment, lane 
confiscation and dosing of 
the West Bank and Gazi 
Strip. 

“The Palestinian problerr 
lies at the heart of the (Mid 
die East) conflict," he tolc 
the conference. 
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TUNIS (R) — Algeria, after 
O' er 30 years of state control, 
lias started negotiating with 
trade unions on privatising its 
mismanaged and mostly- 
broke public companies. 

The discussions follow at 
least two years of tentative 
efforts to loosen the shackles 
of inefficient bureaucracy, 
and coincide with talks to 
obtain cash from the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
to fund and cushion the 
changeover. 

“Someone at last is starting 
to bite some very nasty bul- 
lets on the economy," an 
Algiers-based Western diplo- 
mat commented. “On a 


starts to bite bullet over privatisation 


■ST: 


macro-economic level some- 
body is doing quite well.” 

Around 400 state com- 
panies dominate the Algerian 
economy and an early 
attempt to assess their econo- 
mic health showed that well 
over half of those scmtnised 
were technically bankrupt. 

"At the approach of the 
signing of a three-year IMF 
facility agreement, the gov- 
ernment through the restruc- 
turing ministry has started 
meeting the social partners at 
various levels over a draft law 
on privatisation,'* Algerian 
state radio said Sunday. 

The draft defines privatisa- 
tion as the ''''partial or total 


transfer of ownership or man- 
agement control of public en- 
terprises, with a special pre- 
ference for selling shares,** 
the radio said. It also pointed 
out three major obstacles to 
the changes— lack of capita], 
lack of a stock exchange and 
the archaic local banking sys- 
tem. 

Oil and gas, which provide 
over 95 per cent of Algeria's 
foreign income — around $8 
billion-plus forecast this year 
— will remain subject to 
majority state control, 
although increasing numbers 
of foreign firms have been 
invited to explore for re- 
serves and even get involved 


in existing fields. 

Talks with the IMF started 
in Geneva last Thursday and 
Algerian officials expect an 
agreement to be signed next 
month. 

The country is seeking 
“probably over SI billion.” 
according to the official news 
agency APA. Finance Minis- 
ter Ahmad Benbitour said an 
agreement would release 
“Targe financial facilities" 
and enable Algeria to go 
ahead with reforms. 

Algerian officiate believe 
an IMF agreement would 
give the green light to other 
financial bodies to be flexible 
with their efforts to win fi- 


nance and reschedule Alger- 
ia's foreign debt- 
Officials from Algeria’s 
central and private banks and 
ban! 


six foreign banks are holding 
parallel negotiations on res- 
cheduling private debt, esti- 
mated at up to $3 billion and 
due before 1988. 

Algerian trade unions fear 
widespread layoffs if state 
firms are privatised. Unem- 


ployment is already about 25 
and officials fear 


per cent 
more layoffs will fuel the 
discontent they say feeds the 
ranks of Muslim fun- 
damentalists whom they 
blame for the past three years 
of violence. 


The draft privatisation law 
acknowledges these fears, 
saying one obstacle to going 
ahead is “the lack of under- 
standing which may manifest 
itself among the people.” 

The authorities have 
already ended most subsidies 
except for those on very basic 
commodities, like flour, and 
inflation has undermined liv- 
ing standards of most of the 
26 million people. 

The diplomat commented 
that while state finances 
might have been taken in 
hand, price rises were “very, 
very dangerous. There's a 
joke doing the rounds — that 
everything goes up except the 


SMIC (Algeria’s minimum 
wage, around 4,000 dinars — 
less than $100*- a month).** 


Prime Minister Mokdad 
Sifi said in January that infla- 
tion last year was “only 28.5 
per cent” after a standby IMF 
agreement last May, instead 
of the 45 per cent forecast. 
He said that by the end of 
1995 it would be between 10 
and 15 per cent. 

The government has prom- 
ised maximum consultation 
to try to swing trade unions 
behind what it says will be 
gradual changes, but has also 
vowed there can be no turn- 
ing back. 


President Liai 
Zeroual, battling viol 
authorities blame on Mu 
fundamentalists and 1 
sabotage be said cost 
country $1 billion in IS 

with even more attacks; 
1994, took time recently' 
underline this. 
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He told a cabinet m 
“The economic erne 
roust be autonomous... 
to conclude contracts, 
shares and fix prices in 
tion to the market, 
other side, it most 
the rules of the 
which could lead to 
ruptcy." 
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Arab oil producers still reliant on crude exports 


‘Oil market unsatisfactory 


¥ 
i-i** 

■r a". 


RIYADH (Agencies) — 
Arab Gulf oil ministers en- 
ded talks in Riyadh Saturday 
with officials saying they 
were unhappy at overproduc- 
tion and low oil prices. 

Qatar's Oil Minister 
Abdullah Bin Hamad AI 
Attiyah said after talks with 
his counterparts from Saudi 
Arabia, Oman, United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), Bahrain 
and Kuwait that current oil 
prices were too low. 

“The market condition is 
not satisfactory," he told re- 
porters. “Prices in 1973 were 
better than now." 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states have 
been forced to cut expendi- 
ture in their mos^r recent 
budgets, blaming weak oil 
prices. 

Asked about reports that 
some Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) producers were ex- 
ceeding their quotas, Mr. 
Attiyah said: “The OPEC 
monitoring committee will 
meet shortly and prepare a 
final report on that.” 

Mr. Attiyah described as 
“disastrous” any increase in 
output by non-OPEC pro- 
ducer Norway. 

Saudi Arabia, Qatar, UAE 
and Kuwait were among the 
OPEC members which de- 
cided last November to keep 

the production ceiling at 
zrt.jj, muiivn oarreis peT day 

until the end of 1995. Oman 
and Bahrain are not OPEC 
members. 

When asked if OPEC's 
output ceiling should be lo- 
wered to support prices, Mr. 
Attiyah said: “I don’t think 
so... the market is subject to 
supply and demand." 

GCC assistant secretary for 
economic affairs, Abdullah 
Al Quwaiz. told reporters 
that there were indications of 
overproduction from both 
OPEC and non-O p EC pro- 
ducers. 

“There are still indications 
of increases especially from 
countries outside of OPEC,” 
Mr. Quwaiz said. He did not 
name them. 

Mr. Quwaiz said the six 
ministers were deciding on a 
unified approach to the Euro- 
pean Union, which has prop- 


osed to tax imported energy 
products. The GCC fears 
such taxes will lower demand 
and hit GCC oil revenues. 

The GCC group has been 
locked for years in talks with 
the European Union to forge 
a free trade accord which 
would open markets to cheap 
petrochemical products from 
the Gulf. 

The oil ministers also dis- 
cussed producing lead -free 
gasoline by the year 1997 and 
they are studying a regional 
gas network, he said. 

Meanwhile, an official 
study said that Arab oil- 
producing states are still 
heavily reliant on crude ex- 
ports despite a campaign to 
diversify their economies and 
avert sharp fluctuations in 
earnings. 

Oil accounted for 73.8 per 
cent of the total 1993 earn- 
ings of the GCC and the 
other key Arab crude ex- 
portes, Libya, Iraq and 
Algeria, according to the 
study by the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF). 

The earnings stood at $86. 1 
billion, nearly 71 per cent of 
the total revenues of the 22- 
member Arab League, the 


Israel’s 

external 

debt rises 
to $ 19 . 4 b 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s 
debt 1 


net external debt was S19.4 
billion at the end of 1994, an 
increase of some five per cent 
in the past year, the central 
bank said Sunday. 

Muchs of the increase re- 
sulted from $2.3 billion in 
U.S.-guaranteed loans taken 
last year, the Bank of Israel 
statement said. Since $10 bil- 
lion in loan guarantees were 
approved in 1992, a total of 
$4.3 billion has been used up. 

Another $1 billion were 
raised last year through 
issuance of Israel bnonds, the 
statement said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“You rubbed all of the tension out of my 
neck, Stanley. 1 feel much better now!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
3 by Henri Arnold and Ml U Argtrion 


Unscramble Ihese f our Jumbles, 
one lener 10 each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


MULBA 




s. J. 


n makes you look Slimmer 


Ai Stems Hewtel 


ULI 

QT 



_u_ 
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DROWPE 


"nn 

□ 

u 



HIRSLE 


tmi 

r > 

Li 


WHY THE HAB-EF?- 
PASHES BECAME 
■3UCH A SUCCESS. 


Now arrange me circled letters to 
lorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer: 


- mm; 




Yesterday's 


GULLY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
UNSOLD MIDDAY 


Jumbles: FIORD 

Answer How the dental siudents learned tnerr 
orclession — WITH DAILY DRILLS 


study showed. 

In 1992, oil provided 75.7 
per cent of their income of 
around $92.2 billion while it 
contributed 54 per cent in 
1988, when their revenues 
stood at nearly $68 billion. 

Experts said the low level 
in 1988 was due to the col- 
lapse of oil prices to nearly 
$10 due to a large market glut 
caused by a production war 
among key exporters. 

The Abu Dhabi-based 
Fund gave no breakdown but 
official Gulf figures show oil 
accounted for more than 80 
sr cent of the income of the 
1C states. 

The six members produce 
around 13 million barrels per 
day, constituting nearly one 
fifth of the world's total crude 
supplies. Their oil reserves 
also form around 45 per cent 
of the world’s. 

Hurt by sharp fluctuations 
in oil prices, they have laun- 


ched an industrialisation^.- 
drive to diversify their econc^F" 
mies. But most of the indus^: 
tries are light products asHi 
they lack technology 
heavy industry. ->*&&• 

The AMF study showed^; 
customs tariffs, corpora^: 
taxes and other dutie$j^ 
accounted for 18.6 per centOF^v 
the income of those nine 
ducers in 1993. Around fc^* 
per cent came from invest-^ 
ment and the rest from otfaeir^; 
sources. 

In contrast, taxes emerged^? 
as the main source of income, ^ 
of the remaining Arab?;^; 
League members, according^ 
to me study. They provided. 1 ^ 
58.4 per cent of the natiemai 
income in 1993 while 24.1 pef^pjK 
cent came from non-tax^ 
sources. ..tf?. 

Other sources included 5.6 V-;, 
per cent from aid, 4.8 per 
cent from investment and 7.2 
per cent from oil exports. . fd 
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*gjd the concept ofopen 
markets for produce 
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that the 

for the scheme was 
^adequate and that the 
authorities were too hasty! m 

?he ideawll surely 
axed when farmers are con- 
vinced that prices for their 
produce are low at central 
markets and There can fetch 

few prices at the open pub- 
lic markets (Al Aswaq). 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY 20 , 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Try to smooth members of your 
family who are upset. You can bring harmony to formerly chaotic 
conditions if you are wise today. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Get into the philosophical studies 
now that can Discuss joint ventures 

energy. 8 o d doin 8 anything difficult and conserve 

GEMINI: (May 21 -UTTune ZT) ^ prosperoul as you 

would like to be so plan today how to become more affluent in the 
future. Listen to what business experts have to suggest. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Avoid that person of little 
character and go out with friends today that you have known for a 
long time. Keep the social whirl on a practical basis. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t give in to that temptation or 
break promises to others or you will get in trouble today. Do not lose 
your temper with others either. Be objective in your outlook. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Be careful you do not criticise 
good friends or make radical changes today. Stick to the tried and 
true. Some personal is required to gain your finest aims. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The right time to get financial 
affairs so organised that the future is brighter and happier. Get rid of 
that tension you fcrve had for some time. Try to relax this evening. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You have to study new 
ideas more carefully if they are to work out successfully for you so do 
not rush things now. Show that you are not a fool. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Be sure you carry 
through with promises made today. Be poised, calm and natural with 
others. Don’t permit a loved one to do what you do not approve of 
or vice versa. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Listen carefully to what 
an old flame is saying to you today or may get the wrong impression 
altogether. Be wise ana keep out of trouble. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A good day to get much 
work done around the house. Please see your relatives at home. 


Today is not a good day for dashing around aimlessly. 

PISCES: I February 20 to March 20) You go out for some recreation 
but be careful you do not go beyond your budget. Do some work on 
that hobby, however be precise to get the best results. 


Birtbstone of February: Amethyst — Onyx 


The Ministry of Suppjv 
to fixed the price of DunluU 
lielH cigarettes at JD 1.100 
per pack (Al Ra i). 


1 


He Favez Khasawneh, presi- 
dent of the Aqaba Regional 
Authority, estimated the tot- 
, si cost of hotels and other 
I touristic facilities to be set up 
s Aqaba at JD 500 million. 
He expected there would be 
■ore than 2,500 additional 
;k>te) rooms to increase the 
opacity (Al Dustoiur). 
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According to Abdullah 
invyat, head of the Society 

t Investors at the Sahab 
Btrial City, investment at 
city amount to $1 billion. 

are 52 foreign investors 
various industries at the 
ty. which accounts for 40 
n cent of Jordan's exports, 
■eluding minerals. Mr. 
firayyat said that 325 com- 
anies have their plants in the 
•800-dunum city. Mr. 
firayyat said the city’s main 
roblems are the water shor- 
jge and the difficult tele- 
hone services (Al Dustour). 
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THE Daily Crossword by Diane C. Baldwin 


ACROSS 
1 Cobble 
5 Wanderer 
10 JnsuK 

14 Middle or Dark 

15 Cogmzsn: 

16 Perry the 
crooner 

17H«Js 
20 SufijecJlo 
hardship 
<1 Cal lives? 

22 Ease up 

23 Pioa beauty 

24 Fodder 

25 Holdup 

28 Sftpbuifcfeig 
wood 

29 Hoover, tor one 
X Racetracks 

33 Old salts 

34 Army sHn 

35 Whites 

38 — out (barely 

bo* by) 

39 Torch ers' 
veftfciaa 

40 Monastery head 

41 Sun.tafc 

42 Andrews or 
Wynier 

43 Wave tops 

44 Raptor 

45 Hastings 
hoosegow 

46 One lacking 
pigment 

49 Mandargyies 

50 Famous West 
S3 Blues 

SB Tiaific signal? 
57 Metrical te« 

5fl Settled after 
®8« 

59 Social msaciE 
80 Welles or Baan 
6i Sagacious 



© IJ85 Tnwe MMI SmfcK. ML 
<« "sna wwum 


7 Horse teatva 
9 BbEcal boat 
9 Wane . 

10 Reprove 

11 Affection 

12 Grace anting 

13 Nautical left 
16 Signup 

19 Onion relative 
23 Place tor 


Puzzle solve* 


Down 

1 Foma] 
agreement 

2 Tmckemng 
agent 

3 Too 

4 Soon Bafga 

5 Country 

6 Due 


24 Frond plants 

25 Dummies 

26 Bring out 

27 Spud 

25 Subarctic terasi 
20 Pats on 

30 Wide tie 

31 Convenes 

33 Baling string 

34 Genesis tower 

35 Choral work 
37 Malay dress 

42 Actress MenfS 

43 FaetilonaM 
Pie ire 

44 Highland ettirs 
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45 Grata ol films 

46 Recorded 
procaecBncs 

47 Mad one 
45 Sponge 141 

48 Loses brWance 


50 Timbuktu 
location 


51 Sateterms^.oc,^J 

52 Puma del — ■ ' 


54 Soapuna 

55 Crada - 


ii: The Ministry of Trans- 
»n is expected to invite bids 
to carry out six vital 
frojeos at Aqaba port at an 
l^mated cost of JD 63 mil- 
l0 J!i ministry will ex- 
the port's wharves at an 
•Pproximate cost of JD 55 
foliion to raise the capacity 
container wharf as well 
JJ e w harves for passengers 
^rvices. The ministry 
build a 4.5-kilometre 
r etv,een the main wharf 
a bte container wharf at a 
of JD 4 million, pave 
yards, including free 
9? yards, at a cost of JD 
. ™n to raise storing capac- 
i ^P 611 and pave a 
kilometre road for trucks 
ha port to lhe southern 
a cost of JD 2 
,0n (Al Ra’i). 
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A review 

..of economic news 
Hfom the Arabic press 


CBJ gives 
banks more 
freedom 

"frir The Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) has cancelled a 
ceiling on tank credits im- 
posed since 1992. Under that 
ceiling banks were not 
allowed to extend credits 
beyond 90 per cent of total 
deposits. The CBJ will now 
resort to indirect manage- 
ment of monetary policy such 
as influencing interest rate 
movements (Al Aswaq). 

Salem A! Lawzi, 
director-general of the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Organis- 
dou.said the concept of open 
public markets for produce 
was a pioneering idea but it 
has not been implemented in 
a scientific way until now. He 
explained that the land 
assigned for the scheme was 
not adequate and that the 
authorities were too hasty in 
announcing the plan. Dr. 
Lawzi said the idea will surely 
succeed when fanners are con- 
vinced that prices ' for then- 
produce are low at central 
markets and There can fetch 
letter prices at the open pub- 
lic markets (A1 Aswaq), 

** The Ministry of Supply 
has fixed the price of Dun bill 
light cigarettes at JD 1.100 
per pack (A1 Ra'i). 

☆☆ Fayez Kbasawneh, presi- 
dent of the Aqaba Regional 
Authority, estimated the tot- 
t al cost of hotels and other 
touristic facilities to be set up 
in Aqaba at JD 500 million. 
He expected there would be 
more than 2.500 additional 
hotel rooms to increase the 
capacity (AI Dustour). 

Ifrft According to Abdullah 
^Virayyat, head of the Society 
of Investors at the Sahab 
Industrial City, investment at 
die city amount to SI billion, 
they are 52 foreign investors 
in various industires at the 
city, which accounts for 40 
per cent of Jordan's exports, 
including minerals. Mr. 
Wirayyat said that 325 com- 
Ipanies have their plants in the 
2, 800-dunum city. Mr. 
Wirayyat said the city's main 
problems are the water shor- 
tage and the difficult tele- 
phone services (Al Dustour). 


The Ministry of Trans- 
port is expected to invite bids 
soon to carry out six vital 
projects at Aqaba port at an 
estimated cost of JD 63 mil- 
lion. The ministry will ex- 
pand the port's wharves at an 
approximate cost of JD 55 
million to raise the capacity 
of the container wharf as well 
as the wharves for passengers 
and services. The ministry 
will build a 4.5-kilomeire 
road between the main wharf 
and the container wharf at a 
cost of JD 4 million, pave 
new yards, including free 
zone yards, at a cost of JD 2 
million to raise storing capac- 
ity and open and pave a 
3.5-kilometre road for trucks 
from the port to the southern 
wharves at a cost of JD 2 
million (Al Ra'i). 


The government will 
soon issue a decision to halt 
about JD 1 million in sub- 
sidies to tobacco farmers 
starting the coming season. 
The decision falls in line with 
the government policy to pro- 
vide subsidies only to 
strategic products and comes 
at a time when fanners are 
exceeding the 29.000 dunums 
area allowed for planting 
tobacco. Plants manufactur- 
ing cigarettes have large 
stocks of tobacco in their 
stores (Al Dustour). 


Irtc The Aqaba Railway 
Corporation transported 
2,540.103 tonnes of phos- 
phate from AI Hasa and Al 
Abiad mines in 1994. Volume 
transported from AJ Hasa 
mine amounted to 1.880.078 
tonnes while the volume 
transported from Al Abiad 
mine amounted to 660,075 
* tonnes. An average of seven 
trains transported the phos- 
phate every day. According 
to the corporation's director- 
general it will cost about 
D50 million to connect the 
hidiyyeh mine to the railway 
etwork (A! Ra’i). 



Currency 

Bid 

Offer 


U.S. Dollar 

0.6950 

0.6970 


Sterling Pound 

1.0590 

1.1045 


Deutsche Mark 


0.4107 


Swiss Franc 

Q.5W 

C. 5575 


French Franc 

0.1347 

0.1354 


Japanese Yen® 

0.7139 

0.7175 


Dutch CnOder 

0.4J79 

0.4200 


Swedish Krona 




Italian Lin* 

0.0432 

0.0434 


Belgian Franc 




Dubai expects boom from M.E. peace 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) — 
The Gulf emirate of Dubai 
expects peace in the Middle 
East to trigger an investment 
influx into its free trade zone 
of Jebei Ali, the zone's chair- 
man said in an interview 
published Sunday. 

Sultan Ibn Solayem said 
the zone, 40 kilometres south 
of Dubai city, bad already 
attracted nearly 750 com- 
panies from Japan. India and 
other countries, investing 
more than $1 billion. 

‘'The number of companies 
will increase to 2,000 at the 
end of this century. The zone 
is already dose to achieving 
its initial target of attracting 
1,000 companies with the ad- 
vent of peace in the region,’' 
he told AI Ittihad daily. “The 
zone will attract more invest- 
ment as overseas funds are 
expected to return him fol- 


lowing the establishment of 
peace." 

Dubai, the second biggest 
oil producer in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), in- 
vested nearly $2.5 billion in 
setting up die free trade zone 
in 1985 and its Jebei Ali port, 
the biggest man-made har- 
bour in the world. 

But most of its companies 
have invested in marketing, 
distribution and other com- 
mercial activities, taking 
advantage of the emirate's 
modern port facilities and its 
location in the heart of a 
region of more than one bil- 
lion consumers. 

“The zone is currently re- 
ceiving an average 10 to 15 
companies a month but what 
is surprising is that most local 
and foreign investors are 
chosing Jebei Ali for invest- 
ing in distribution or small 


indasuies," Mr.Snlayem 
said. 

He urged investors to set 
up petrochemical industries* 
in die zone to tap the large 
gas resources of nearby Shar- 
jah emirate. 

Meanwhile a major new 
investment company being 
set up by private investors 
and the Dubai government is 
expected to revive the dor- 
mant primary share market in 
the United Arab Emirates, 
economists and brokers said 
Sunday. 

Fifty-five per cent of the 
Dohai Investment Com- 
pany's 1.3 billion dirhams 
($355 million) capital will be 
raised by public share offer- 
ing, making it the Largest 
joint stock investment com- 
pany in the UAE, they said. 

Of the remaining 45 per 
cent, the Dubai government 


will hold about 13 per cent, 
the biggest individual share- 
holding. Other mam found- 
ers include five Dubai-based 
banks, they added. 

Investors will pay about 50 
per cent of the authorised 
capital at this stage, the ba- 
lance to be paid-np in five 
years, brokers said. 

Brokers expect the first 
share offering of 650 million 
dirhams ($178 million) in 
March. It will be the largest 
issue in the primary market in 
the United Arab Emirates 
since 1995. 

The share offering is ex- 
pected to give the local stock 
market a boost by absorbing 
some of the excess local li- 
quidity. 

The UAE has an unofficial 
market in which shares 
traded by telephone 
through brokers. 


British businessmen 
bask in Iraqi hospitality 


BAGHDAD (R) — British 
industrialists are being sho- 
wered with hospitality on 
their current Baghdad visit, 
and a spokesman for the 
group said the businessmen 
were seeing a vast potential 
market ahead for Britain. 

“We. have been received 
incredibly well,” Edmund 
Sykes, coordinator of die 
commercial lobby group, the 
Iraqi British Interests Group, 
tola Reuters. 

“We have had fantastic 
meetings. There is vast 
potential for us now and in 
the future,” Mr. Sykes said. 

The 25 businessmen ar- 
rived in Baghdad Friday to 
explore ways to resume some 
form of business with Iraq 
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Currency 

lfl/Z/95 

Close 

11/2/95 
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Percent 

Change 

II 

USfflflfcMWri 

1.5635 

1.5*25 

1.221 


Deutsche Mark 

/.5/<J0 

1.4810 


IE 

Swiss Franc 

1.2123 

1.2525 

2. J8S 


French Franc 

5.2585 

5. 1540 

2.032 


Japanese Yen 

98.90 

97.3 0 

1.6-41 


Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(February 13 -February 17, 1995) 

AMMAN — The dollar retreated sharply against other 
major currencies at the end of last week, as it ended the 
week 2.57 per cent lower against the mark, 1.64 per cent 
lower against the yen and 1.22 per cent lower against 
sterling. 

The U.S. unit fluctuated in a narrow range against other 
major currencies Monday. This happened while market 
participants awaited the release of the U.S. January retail 
sales and consumer prices later in the week. Their 
expectations pointed to a probable decline in bond prices 
and the dollar, if these reports showed strong results upon 
their release, reinforcing fears of inflationary pressures. 

The dollar started its decline against the mark as of 
Tuesday, influenced by renewed fears of inflationary 
pressures. These fears were sparked by the release of a 
Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta January survey of 
manufacturing prices, showing a sharp rise in the price paid 
and price received components, and giving new evidence of 
building inflationary pressures in the manufacturing sector. 
The release of U.S. retail sales, showing a modest rise of 
0.2 per cent in January, propped up foe bond market. 

The U.S. unit rose slightly against the mark and sterling 
Wednesday, while retreating marginally against the yen. 
Reports indicated that the dollar rose during early trading 
hours, influenced by a rise in U.S. stock and bond prices. 
However, it fell later in view of another decline in the 
Mexican currency and concerns over tire credit worthiness 
of some major Mexican companies. The release of the U.S. 
consumer price index showing a modest gain of 0.3 per cent 
in January did not dispel inflationary fears. 

The dollar declined sharply against other major curren- 
cies Thursday, influenced by yet another substantia] 
decline in the Mexican currency. Reports indicated that the 
Mexican Peso fell by 40 per cent since its devaluation on 
Dec. 20, 1994. Tbe dollar also retreated on news that the 
U.S. led bailout of Mexican economy, might be delayed. 

The U.S. unit continued its retreat against other major 
currencies Friday, in view of continued concern over the 
Mexican currency’s decline. The dollar rose during early 
trading hours, affected by tbe release of the U.S. balance of 
payments data showing a decline in the trade balance to 
S7.34 billion in December, from $10.04 billion the previous 
month. However, expectations that the Mexican currency’s 
retreat will reduce U.S. exports to Mexico stemmed the 
dollar’s rise. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.4810 marks, 
97.30 yen and at SI. 5825 to sterling. 
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in Car Rental 
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CCHPUR'S NAME 

NO. OR 
mwe 
TRADED 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

PHKV. CLOSING 

CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

ARAB BASE PIc 

780 

146665 

188.000 

188.000 

JORSAH HATXOMAL BARK 

5050 

22578 

4.380 

4.490 

JORDAH KATIORAL BARK / HEW 

2307 

9955 

4.300 

4.320 

BASK Of JORDAN 

ISO 

540 

3.550 

3.600 

MIDDLE EAST IHVESTMERT HARK. 

' 9300 

13953 

1.450 

1.520 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BARK 

3050 

8373 

2.750 

2.7S0 

TBE BOOSING BARK 

3900 

2359S 

6.010 

6.050 

JORDAN KUWAIT BARK 

335 

1010 

3.020 

3.020 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

2600 

9954 

3.830 

3.840 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 KHABCg BASK 

2000 

8180 

4.100 

4.090 

AMMAN BARK FOR INVESTMENT 

37469 

23115 

1.330 

1.330 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION /JORDAN 

2947 

11986 

4.000 

4.100 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

23200 

33979 

1.460 

1.470 
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GENERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 
JORDAN F REN CH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 
JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /SEW 
JORDAN BXMEB MINERAL 
ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN RATIONAL SHXFPXRC LXRXS 
UNTIED MIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


73440 


8500 

1550 


10050 


2S643 

104600 

600 

350 

26450 

16000 

173643 


315569 IHDSX HUMBER: 


160.96 

+0.26* 


30600 

3938 


3.600 

2.500 


3.600 

2.550 


34538 INDEX RUBBER: 


s 137.07 
+0.23* 


4QSB6 

158710 

1475 

1740 

91720 

39180 

333411 


1.570 
1.490 
2.950 
4.840 
3.430 
2. 450 


1.580 

1.510 

2.950 

4.970 

3.460 

2.430 


ZRS8X NUMBER* 
CHARGE J 


134.59 

♦0.73* 


THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

28931 

87119 

3.010 

3.020 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MZHBS 

327 

900 

2.850 

2.750 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REF INART 

242 

2295 

9.580 

9.460 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

31202 

149870 

4.730 

4.770 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

1605 ' 

4341 

2.720 

- 2.700 


88 

1373 

15.600 

15.600 

SPINNING £ WEAVING 

1500 

3904 

2.580 

2.580 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

500 

1415 

2.830 

2.830 


3250 

26525 

8.120 

8.150 

ARAB INVESTMENT C XHERRAXICHAL TRADE 

6000 

6028 

1.010 

1.000 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

1050 

7238 

6.920 

6.850 

LIVESTOCK £ POULTRY 

21700 

17489 

.810 

.800 

ARAB PAPER OOHVBRTIBG £ TRADING 

23850 ' 

34618 

1.460 

. .1-450 

INHUMED X1XS rmo CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

450 

1110 

2.520 

2.470 


200 

. 280 

1.420 

1.400 

UNIVERSAL rarnrrac INDUSTRIES 

SO ' 

205 

4.100 

4.100 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES £ MATCH/ JXMCO 

5450 

4269 

.800 

.780 

RATI ORAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 

' 1400 

6790 

4.850 

4.850 

JORDAN SULPSO-CHEMICALS 

850 

1511 

1.770 

1.770 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHAHN. £ CHEMICALS 

1950 

5210 

2.650 

2.680 

XAWTHBR INVESTMENT 

100 

175 

1.760 

1.750 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

1050 

4470 

4.290 

4.250 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES 00. 

37350 

80374 

2.150 

2.150 


ZRDOSTRZAL SECTOR 


CRARD TOTAL 


169095 447505 IHDSX NUMBER* 125.10 

s -0.67* 


426128 1131022 ZRDEZ HUMBER t 144.26 

CHARGE : -0.02* 


HO. OP TRADED SHARES ZH PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IS PARALLEL MARKET 


242582 

299293 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vfflas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
viflas. flats, and txiidaig lots 


Commercial and 
— residential. 

For more detafls caH: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
810520 
Fax: 810520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 



Flat.O.TEL 

'SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
cilia 

!■»+*?■ ydle jjLmj 4aSjL t£ 
863944 - SI 6690 


(Zfeend, 

Cafe’ 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE- 

Sweifiyeh 



.fern, ^§§ 

FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
In Amman 



REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 

Fax. 864231 



RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 FAX: 6/819676 
ABDOUN 

19 FAWZJ AL-MAUQ ST. 

P.OJ3QX : 960643 
AMMAN 11196 JORDAN 


WE HAVE NO OTHER BRANCHES 


desptie tight U.N. sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad follow- 
ing its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The official English lan- 
guage daily, the Baghdad 
Observer, published an open 
letter to the businessmen, 
welcoming their visit and 
heaping praise on ‘‘their 
courageous move.” 

Sources dose to tbe group 
said the businessmen would 
try to exert pressure on their 
government to soften its 
stand on Iraq sanctions at the 
U.N. Security Council. 

The businessmen were 
balding discussions with offi- 
cials of Iraq’s central bank 
and the ministries of irriga- 
tion, health, agriculture,, in- 
dustry, oil, transport and 
communications, interior and 
foreign affairs. 

The group indudes a rep- 
resentative from the firm De 
La Rue, which prints bank 
notes. Iraq says notes worth 
millions of dinars were 
printed in Britain before tbe 
1990 Gulf war but were now 
locked away in London as a 


result of U.N. sanctions. 

Leyland Tracks is also rep- 
resented and other sectors 
covered by tbe delegation in- 
clude engineering, construc- 
tion and pharmaceuticals. 

The businessmen are reluc- 
tant to be identified because 
of possible adverse publicity 
in Britain. 

On tbe other band British 
firms are worried about los- 
ing business to other coun- 
tries whose governments may 
be (ess strict about enforcing 
sanctions. 

Representatives from 
Amersham Internationa] had 
meetings with Iraq’s health 
officials. Iraq used to Import 
most of. its medical supplies 
from Britain, one source 
said, adding that Britain 
should not lose tbe market to 
rivals. 

Meetings are also taking 
place at the ministries of ofl 
ami industry and a source 
siad British companies were 
seeking to sell equipment to 
foe Iraqi oil indsuby once 
sanctions were eased or 
lifted. 


Suez Canal revenues 
fall slightly In 1994 

ISMAH1YA, Egypt (AFP) — Revenues from Egypt’s 
Suez Canal dropped from 1.98 billion dollars in 1993 to 
$1.90 billion last year, a spokesman forthe canal authority, 
Hassan Rifaat, said Saturday. The drop came even though 
Egyptian authorities dredged the canal last year to allow 
shins of heavier tonnage to sail through foe waterway 
‘ of Good F 


than around tbe Cape 


Hope in South 


Africa. The head of tbe canal authority, Mohammad Ezzat 
Adel, said in November on tbe 125th anniversary of the 
canal’s construction that fees for using. the canal would not 
be increased in 199S. Mr. Adel said he expected revenues 
to fell because of inflation in the international shipping 
business. - 

Salomon Brothers 
closes division for rich 
individual investors 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Financial firm Salomon Brothers, 
has said it was dosing its private investment department, 
which catered to wealthy individual investors. “We are 
discontinuing our private investment business in order to 
concentrate our resources on our core advisory, underwrit- 
ing, and trading business.” saidSalomon Brothers chairman 
and chief executive officer Deryck Maugham The private 
investment department will dose m ApriL The two heads 
of department. Bill Heyman and Rich Sachs will be given 
other jobs with Salomon Brothers, but foe firm gave no 
indication of what would become of the rest of the 
division's 115 employees. Spokesman Robert Baker said 
“we have two months until April to dedde on a case by 
case basis.” Salomon Inc, Salomon Brothers' parent 
company, made a loss of $364 million in 1994, its first since 
the company was quoted on the stock exchange in 1981. 
The results reflected a fell in bond broking operations, but 
also accounting problems such as an unresolved difference 
between tbe London office and the New York headquar- 
ters over an item totalling $140 million. Salomon Inc. has 
said it would tighten control of Salomon Brother's em- 
ployees and could cot commission rates if the performance 
did not improve. 


For Your Stay in Amman 

Quaity Furnished Flats " 



One and Two Bedroom* 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 

SthCircl# 

674563-674551 





SKSHWAN BARBERS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

hpw 

( CfinlU0-2X*4M-l6*tk \ 

Tmkm away Er m vmi l M bfm 

SW AJ-Anb Stn* 

Un Umakwfi C uau B Klt I Canto* 

TeL- 981174 . 
gjl — — raj 



M1NG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir G Tibar - American 
Embassy Sir. near Baytvna 
Housing Estate 
Open f rom: 

12 noon - 3*0 pjn. 

*30 - 11X0 fUTU 
TeU 861839 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour Ebn at 
our shop and get- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30 % larger 

* From wnlargm- 
20 * 30 asm 



Shmeisani * Opp. GrindUyt 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh (el: S23891 


Prtcfeiott $ 

CUSAQ®* 

Tailo^S 



OUl’S 

"pasAirm «* 

S<£*IAyoti - Above CtiUi Hoiim 
. <aa5 



(SeLIftar 

or 

a la carte dinner 

Jabal Amman 3rd circle! 


Tel. 61 50 61 



pence PUB 

Torino „ w 

/ Dance PUB V 
/ Private Functions 
/ * Max. 60 persons only 

turned it upside down to meet ' 
suggestions of our guests. 

New ventilation system Is being Installed 
New theme for VIS. a. VIS Pub. 

Walt for the pleasant Surprise w.soon ; 
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Tomba s perfect slalom season ends 


FURANO, Japan (AP) — 
For the first seven slalom 
races of the season, nobody 
could beat Alberto Tomba. 

In the eighth, it was a 
treacherous course setting 
that disarmed Tomba, “La 
Bomba,” the Italian skier 
maintains. After a mistake up 
high, he skied off the course 
shortly before the finish in 
the first run of a World Cup 
race Sunday. 

Michael Tritscher came 
from behind on the second 
run for his first World Cup 
victory in four years, and 
Austrian compatriot Mario 
Reiter shot into second place. 

While Tomba's winning 
streak ended, be also con- 
tinued a losing streak — he 
never has won in Japan in his 
decade as a World Cup racer. 

He gets another try Mon- 
day, in a giant slalom that 
was called off because of 
gusting winds on Saturday 
after Tomba had slipped into 
sixth place among the 23 who 
skied before the cancellation 
was decided. 

An exuberant Tritscher, 
29, said he had been having 
trouble putting two good runs 
together. 

The victory, he said, 
“would be even better if 
Tomba bad finished the race. 

"Maybe next time,” he 
added. “Why not?" 

Tritscher and many others 
agreed with Tomba that the 
first-run course, set by Ger- 
man coach Sepp Hanser, 
challenged the skiers with ex- 
tremely difficult turns. 

Four of the first six skiers, 
including Tomba, didn't fin- 
ish. In all. 16 of the 63 
starters went out on the fust 
run, and another three were 
disqualified. 

But Tomba described the 
setting as "a course designed 
to defeat Tomba.” It was 
imposible to get any rhythm, 
he said. 

“After 10 races, they are 
able to defeat Tomba in the 
slalom with the course set- 
ting,” he grumbled. Before 
Sunday, he had 10 victories in 
12 races, with a 7-for-7 record 
in slaloms plus three giant 
slalom triumphs. 

Tomba still holds a big lead 
in die overall World Cup 
standings, with 1,050 points. 

• Jure Kosir of Slovenia, fas- 
test in the first run and hop- 
ing for 100 points for a vic- 



Sweden’s King Carl Gustav (2nd right) and Crown Princess 
Victoria (right) applaud the winner of the women's World 
Cup giant slalom event, Austrian Anita Wachter (left), 
before the podium ceremony Saturday. Wachter won the 


slalom in 2 minutes, 1.S7 seconds for the two runs, ahead of 
Swiss Vreni Schneider and third-placed Deborah Compag- 
noni (AFP photo) 


tory, slipped back into fourth 

E lace and gained only 50. 
oosting his total to 620 


boosting his total to 620 
points. 

Five-time World Cup 
champion Marc Girardelli of 
Luxembourg stood third with 
603 after picking up 40 points 
for a sixth-place finish. 

But Girardelli and other 
all-rounders still have 11 
races this season. Tomba, 
who skips the downhill and 
super giant slalom events, has 
only three. Kosir, another 
slalom specialist, said he 
might enter the remaining 
speed races to try to pick up 
points. 

Tritscher, who had one 
second and two third places 
earlier in the season, went 
into Sunday's second run . 15 
second behind Kosir. But 
then he skied a 51.78 to 
Kosir’s 52.98. 

Tritscher finished with a 
total time of 1 minute, 47.94 
seconds. Reiter, fastest on 
the second run in 51.41, had a 
1:48.66 total. 

Norway's Ole Christian 


Furuseth was third in 1:48.83 
and Kosir fourth in 1:48-99. 

On the second run. Trits- 
cher said, “I tried to attack, 
but I was careful too because 
the visibility was not so good. 
It was a tough racing day." 

He said he felt his second 
run had been too stiff, "but it 
was OK. 

Reiter said, “This is exact- 
ly what we racers needed 
most, to break the Tomba 
streak. Everybody was only 
talking about Tomba.” 

Having other names on the 
victory podium is "very im- 
portant. although Tomba 
brings much good to the 
world of skiing,” he added. 

Tritscher dedicated his vic- 
tory to Sweden’s Thomas 
Fogdoe. whose career was 
ended by a siding accident 
Feb. 7. Fogdoe had stood 
fourih in the World Cup sla- 
lom standings. 

At a news conference, he 
said he spoke on behalf of all 
the slalom racers in describ- 
ing Fogdoe’s absence as a 
great loss. 


Kosir said, "I couldn't ski 
my own technique because 
right after every gate there 
was a big hole” left by the 
skis of earlier racers. He had 
started third in the first run 
but 15th in the second. 

"1 wanted to take a shorter 
line but I couldn’t,” he 
added. 

Tomba. speaking through 
an interpreter, said, "I am 
tired. I don't understand why 
I am tired. Perhaps it’s 
psychological” from the 
pressure. 

"Perhaps I need a holi 1 


World Cup men’s standings 
Overall 

(after 23 races) 

Alberto Tomba. Italy, 1,050 points. 

Jure Kosir. Slovenia, 620. 

Marc Giradelli, Luxembourg, 603. 
Guenther Mader, Austria, 520. 

Kjetil Andre Aamodt, Norway, 509. 
Michael Tritscher, Austria. 477. 

Michael Von Graenigen, Switzerland, 476. 
Luc AJphand, France, 469. 

HaraJd Straod-NQsen, Norway, 437. 

). Mario Reiter, Austria, 415. 


Jordan says he will step aside if needed 


SARASOTA, Florida (R) 
— Former basketball star 
Michael Jordan, probably 
the biggest attraction at 
baseball's spring training 
this year, said Saturday he 
will step aside if he caught 
in the middle of the play- 
ers’ strike. 

‘Tm not a replacement 
player," he insisted. 
“That’s not what Tm here 
for.” 

Jordan, who retired from 
the NBA's Chicago Bulls in 
1993, played last year for 
the Birmingham Barons in 
the White Sox's minor 
league system and is ex- 
pected to be promoted to 
the Triple-A Nashville 
franchise this year. 

As such, Jordan is not 
considered a strikebreaking 
replacement player. The 
Major League players’ 
Association has said, 
however, that anyone who 
plays in an exhibition game 
where admission is charged 
will be considered a 
strikebreaker. 

Under normal circum- 
stances, spring training ex- 
hibition games where 
admission is charged fea- 
ture Major League players 
and players hoping to make 
major league rosters. 

"I don’t want to put my- 
self in the middle of this,” 
Jordan said following a 
light workout at the Chicago 
White Sox camp here 
Saturday. “If somehow I’m 
caught in the middle. I'm 
not a pleased person and 
I’ll have to re-evaluate my 
situation.’’ 

“If I become such a focal 
point in this strike situation 
where you're worrying ab- 
out me instead of settling 
the strike. I'd rather step 
aside and see if you can 
solve the situation and then 
I’ll come back.” 

But Jordan prefers not to 
have to make such a tough 
decision. He said he hoped 
the strike, which started 
August 12. would be set- 
tled quickly so he can get 
his mind back on pursuing 
his dream of getting to the 
Major Leagues through de- 
dication and hard work. 

Jordan did not have to 
report for camp until next 
week, but he showed up 
early, hoping to get in some 
extra work on his hitting 
and fielding skills. 

“I’m more aware of what 
it takes now (to be a base- 
ball player).” he said, 
adding: “I'm starting to be- 
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Michael Jordan works on his swing during the Chicago White Sox training camp i AFP photoi 

lieve in myself.” three home runs — hardly whole outlook.” he said. "I 

Jordan took batting prac- Major League materia! but was trying to be seven out 

lice with the catchers on the White Sox apparently of ten and it was a real 

Saturday and, after some are pleased w-ith his prog- battle with myself to accept 

early jitters and a lot of ress. that in baseball the success 

ground balls, he began hit- "He looked fine." said rate is three out of ten.” 


LAS VEGAS (AP) — A 
frustrated Oscar De La 
Hoya brawled and uTestled 
with John Molina for 12 
rounds Saturday night be- 
fore emerging with his 17th 
straight pro win and his 
WBO lightweight crown in- 
tact. 

De La Hoya, in the 
toughest fight of his young 
pro career, knocked Moli- 
i na down in the first round, 
then found himself in a 
brawl before winning a 
unanimous 12-round deci- 
sion over the IBF junior 
lightweight champion. 

It was the first loss in five 
years and 15 fights for the 
Puerto Rican challenger. 

But in the end it was a 
dearcut derision for De La 
Hoya. who spent much of 
the later rounds in clinches 
with the onrushing Molina, 
and the rest of the time 
complaining to referee 
Mills Lane about the chal- 
lengers tactics. 

Judges Jeny Roth and 
John 'Rupert had De La 
Hoya ahead 116-111, while 
Chick Giampa had it 117- 
110. The Associated Press 
had De La Hoya ahead 
117-110. 

The bout topped a card 
in which De La Hoya’s 
1992 Olympic teammate, 
Montell Griffin, upset 
James Toney in a majority 
decision in a light 
heavyweight fight. 


lieve in myself.” 

Jordan took batting prac- 
tice with the catchers on 
Saturday and, after some 
early jitters and a lot of 
ground balls, he began hit- 
ting line drives. He even 
smacked a home run over 
the 340-foot mark in left 
field, to the delight of 
several fans watching 
there. 

"Physically, l*m building 
myself up to where I can 
swing the bat more aggres- 
sively,’ he said. "Last year 
I was just trying to make 
contact, but that may have 
been a mistake.” 

Jordan batted just .202 
for Birmingham and hit 


three home runs — hardly 
Major League materia! but 
the White Sox apparently 
are pleased w-ith his prog- 
ress. 

“He looked fine." said 
Chicago general manager 
Ron Schuler. “He’s using 
his legs better and should 
hit a lot more home runs. I 
see a lot of improvement.” 

Jordan admitted, 
though, that 1995 is his 
“make-or-break” year. He 
said he would be content to 
remain in the minor 
leagues only if he continues 
to make progress, adding 
that he nearly gave up at 
one point last year. 

”1 had to change my 


Jordon added: “You 
have to actually go through 
it before you believe it. It 
was tough for me to accept 
such a high failure rate.” 

The real success for Jor- 
dan is that he is still in 
professional baseball one 
vear after many-savcrs said 
he would wash out in his 
first year. 

“Those people didn’t 
know me as a person.” 
Jordan responded. 
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Stockton 

passes 

10,000th 


assist 


EAST RUTHERFORD, 
New Jersey (AP) — Chris 
Mills scored *23 points and 
Cleveland limited New Jersey 
to 25 second-half points as 
the Cavaliers, the NBA’s best 
defensive team, won the 
game by bolding the Nets 
scoreless for 4:33 down the 
stretch, wiping out a 72-71 
deficit. The 25 second-half 
points and seven third- 





U.S. President Bfll Clinton (left) accepts a 
Houston Rockets’ Hakeem Ofeyuwon at the White House oa§ 


Saturday (AFP photo) 3 


V* 


quarter points both matched 
franchise record-lows for the 
Nets.. 

P.J. Brown gave New 
Jersey the 1-point lead with a 
15-foot jumper with 5:01 left, 
but the Nets didn’t score 
again until Kenny Ander- 
son’s layup with 28 seconds 
remaining. 

Jazz 106, Celtics 98: In Salt 
Lake City. John Stockton be- 
came the first player in NBA 
history to reach 10,000 assists 
when Utah defeated Boston. 

Stockton, who had 15 
assists for the game and is on 
pace to lead the NBA in 
assists for the eighth consecu- 
tive season, reached the 
milestone with 3:41 left in the 


day.” 

Matt Grosjean of Los 
Angeles was the only Amer- 
ican finisher. He placed 26th 
in 1:55.67. 

Grosjean said he had been 
stricken with the flu on Satur- 
day, and he had wanted to ski 
aggressively Sunday, “but I 
didn't have the energy.” 

Chip Knight of New Ca- 
naan, Conn., and Erik 
Scblopy of Park City, Utah, 
did not finish the firet run, 
and Paul Casey Puckett of 
Crested Butte. Colo., was 
disqualified. 


Alamodome crowd of 33,072, 
the sixth time this season San 
Antonio has attracted more 
than 30,000. 

Bucks 118, Buds 111: In 
Milwaukee, Vin Baker tied 


his season high with 27 points 
and rookie Glenn Robinson 


second quarter when he pas- 
sed to Karl Malone for a 


layup. Stockton broke Magic 
Johnson’s NBA record of 


Johnson’s NBA record of 
9,921 on Feb. 1, also on a 
pass to Malone. - 

Adam Keefe, who scored 
only five points, got all of 
them in the final 2:04 of the 
game to lift the Jazz to vic- 
tory. 

Spurs 111, Hawks 97: In 
San Antonio. Vinny Del 
Negro scored a career-high 
31 points, boosting San Anto- 
nio to victory over Atlanta, 
snapping the Hawks' four- 
game winning streak. 

David Robinson had 24 
points and 14 rebounds for 
the Spurs despite sitting out 
the fourth quarter, and Sean 
Elliott scored 16 points for 
San Antonio, which c laime d 
its 10th victory in 12 games. 

Del Negro eclipsed his pre- 
vious career record of 28 
points with a 3-pointer shot 
with 2:10 left, drawing a 
standing ovation from the 


had 26 points and a career- 
high 17 rebounds for Mil- 
waukee against Chicago. 

Eric Murdock added a 
season-high 25 points and 10 
assists for the Bucks, who 
beat Chicago for the third 
time this season and won 
their first season-series 
against the Bulls since the 
1985-1986 season. The teams 
meet two times. 

Milwaukee grabbed its big- 
geste lead of the game, 99-82, 
after opening the fourth 

g uarter with a 15-10 run. 
;aker capped the burst with 
a basket and three-point 
play. 

Toni Kukoc scored 13 of 
his 27 points in the final 
quarter as the Bulls fried to 
rally, but never got doser 
than five points. 

The Bucks made 14 of 18 
free throws in the final 2:28 
to seal the victory. Robinson 
was 4-for-4 and Murdock 5- 
for-8 with the game on die 
line. 


his 31 points in a decisi ve. 
fourth-quarter, leading Seat?? 
tie past Golden State. 

The Sonics have won 
straight and 11 of 13 meetin gs r 
against die Warriors, who : 
have not put together back? 
to-back wins since Dec: 22./ 
and 27. Golden State lostiis 
third straight home garnet 

Leading 94-92 early in~the 
fourth-quarter, the Sonics 
scored nine straight points, in 
a span of 1:10 to take control 
of the game. Schrempfs put- 
back with 9:23 to play give-' 
Seattle a 103-92 lead. 

Latrell Sprewell led Gol- 
den State with 30 points,.' . 
while Time Hardaway had>2L 
points and added a second 
straight 19-assist game. Chris / 
Gatling tied this season high - 
with 26 points and . 12 it- •* 
bounds. 
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/ Moassa Saib (right) dud 


£aU with Bordeaux’s Jean 


gverton storm 

«i Ae cCp' Sta* 

F.verton as temaiion 


Sd off on Everton as 

[J e y stormed into the 

”5L-finaIs with an empba- 
victory over Norwich 


Gary Payton had 29 points' - 
and Kendall Gill 22 for' the 
Sonics. 

The Warriors traded for- 
ward Tom Gulgiotta, whp 
came to Golden State in foe : 
Chris Webber deal, to the; 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
three hours before the game. : 


Snpersonics 129, Warriors 
117: In Oakland, California, 
Detlef Schrempf scored 17 of 


Kings 109, Clippers 92rlh 
Sacramento, Mitch Rich-: 
mond scored 25 points as 
Sacramento matched last sea- 
son’s win total by defeating 
Los Angeles. 
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S'^^oodison Park mana- 
J wbo had a history of 

Sit killings dining his spell 
S Oldham twice steering 
Za into the semi-finals, 
watched his Premiership 

omgglers brush aside their 
opponents with ease. 

Sweden’s Anders Limpar 
bekn the goal-spree with a 
jerenth minute strike and Joe 
Purlonson added his first ever 
pal for the club before half- 
time. 

Paul Rideout. Duncan Fer- 
mson and Graham Stuart 
completed the rout as Ever- 
bd, who have won the com- 
eorion four times, cruised to 
a surprisingly comfortable 
victory. 

After the biggest win of his 
tenure at Everton, Royle 
singled out Limpar for par- 
ticolar after the Swede scored 
his second goal for the 
Merseysiders following his 
ocelleat strike at West Ham 
on Monday. 

Royle said: “I thought 
Andeis was terrific. We all 
bow what be can do but he’s 
a bit of a nervous lad for all 
dat he's done in his career, 
eluding his time in Italy. 

Royle also admitted that it 
■wild be difficult not to give 
(he Swedish international a 
permanent place in the first- 
team. adding: 

“You could see what im- 
®Mse ability he has and 
"kti he turns in a perfonn- 
like that you have to 
find a palce for him.” 

Tottenham, aiming for 
pcir third quarter-final place 
n the last five seasons, grab- 
fied a 21st minute lead 
Southampton through 
“ennan star Jurgen Klins- 


uennan star Jurgen Klins- 

mann 's 20th goal of the sea- 
son. 


But their joy lasted just a 


German Mark Warnecke jubilates after breaking the 50m breaststroke world re- : M--~ 

1 / a r*n _i_ - 


cord (AFP photo) 


Kennedy snaps 14-year swim record 
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GELSENKIRCHEN, Ger- 
many (AP) — Angela Ken- 
nedy of Australia broke one 
of swimming's oldest world 
records — the 100-metre but- 
terfly mark held by Mary T. 
Meagher — to highlight the 
first day Saturday of the 
short-course world cup. 

Kennedy swamped the 
competition by almost a full 
second in breaking the Amer- 
ican swimmer’s 14-year-old 
mark. She touched the wall in 
58-77 seconds race to eclipse 
Meagher's 58.91 set in Janu- 
ary of 1981. 

A pair of world records 
and five year’s best times 
were recorded Saturday at 
the Arena festival, the last of 
seven short-course World 
Cups held this year. 

Germany’s Mark War- 
necke swam the 50-metre- 
breaststroke in 27.00 seconds 
to shatter the mark held by 
Dmitri Volkov by 15- 


hundredtbs of a second. Vol- 
kov was swimming for the 
Soviet Union when he set the 
mark five years ago. 

"I’m the best sprinter in 
the world at the moment," 
the sports student crowed 
and thrust his fist at the 
crowd after winning. 

Warnecke, 25, had not 
been among swimming’s elite 
until he underwent a serious 
shoulder operation after a 
motorcycle crash last year. 
While lying in the hospital, 
he vowed to take swimming 
more seriously when he re- 
sumed training last October. 

"I told myself either I real- 
ly tiy — or I quit. No more 
halfway,” he said. 

Two of the biggest stars at 
the event also won their 
events by swimming a year’s 
best. “ ’ 

Olympic and world cham- 
pion Alexander Popov of 
Russia dominated the 100- 


meter freestyle with a time of 
47.21 seconds, while Franzis^ 
ka Van Almsick swept both; 
the 50- and 100-metre frees* 
tyle races. j 

The German teenageri 
posted 25.03 in the 50-metieSj 
and 1:55.91 minutes in theg 
longer distance. Afterward^ 
she expressed relief at h«q 
year’s best times. ^ 

“It's hardly that easy te 
swim well in front of a homt^ 
public," Van Almsick said./; 


FURNISHED SEMI VUJ 


deluxe, newly built villa, (not 
ooms. 3 bathrooms, 3 spaciou 
an a decorations, separate 


ana cpn ‘ 7 Z™ ,ai,ons ' separau 
surrounded 


EJW furniture 

HostS?' ^ opposite the entrance to 
P al behind Badan female dc 

— — Call tel: 840767 San 


Olympic champion Krisz-JfS^ 
tina Egersegi of Hungary bet-^1 


tered the 200-metre-%V: 
backstroke European reconfl w 
to 2:06.98 minutes. She im- j./ 
proved the mark held by 
ly’s Loreoza Vigarani by 
hundredths of a second. 

Kennedy established her-// / 
self as the favorite to win the^/./r 
Opel car given for the 
performance after her' daft' ’ 
zling time in the butterfly 
fevent. 

== — 
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The bidding: 

West North Eul South 

1 C Dbl Pa m 2 NT 

Pan 3 NT Pms Pass 

Pan 


Opening lead: Three of 7 
Don't let the first impression of a 
band deceive you. Bridge a a Bflme 
full of optical illusions. 

The auction was rouune. With a 
good supper in opener's suit, no 
four-card major and reasonable val- 
ues. two no trump was a textbook 
response to the takeout double and 
North had an easy raise to game. 


West led a low heart and declarer 
fell For the hire of a cheap trick. The 
five was played from dummy and 
declarer's ten won. West shot up 
with the ace on the first diamond 
ked, cashed the ace of hearts to fell 
the king, then forced out the queen 
of hearts. When West regained the 
lead with the ace of spades, two 
more heart tricks proved to be 
South's demise. 


ingacea for the opening bid, so tiiert. 

is nothing to gain by aUo*ing U* 
opening lead to run round to the tan^ 
There's no way for Bast to obtan 
the lead to plays heart through the 

Q io. .V; 

InutpwH declarer should rise *Jth.. 


Cinema Tel . 

PHILADELPHIA 


the board's king of hearta and lb*J* i 
out the ace of diamonds. 
not profitably continue withanq ^t 
and no shift is any better. 
can win any return and drive oatMfc| 
ace of spades. The best the deienggg 
en «*nn do is for West w .^g 
three aces and the ao-to»g£g5| 
comes home with an overtnety^m 


A little more thought before play- 
ing to the first trick might have 
pointed the way to the w inning lin» 
West is marked with the three miss- 
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Affiafre’s Moussa Saib (right) duelling Dogan daring their French first drrisioa 
for She ball with Bordeaux’s Jean-Lac match (AFP photo) 


LONDON (Agencies) — Joe 
Rioyie’s F.A. Cup expertise 
rubbed off on Everton as 
Jhey stormed into tbe 
quarter-finals with an empha- 
tic 5-0 victory over Norwich 
Saturday. 

The Goodisoo Park mana- 
ger, who had a history of 
giant killings during his spell 
with Oldham twice steering 
them into the semi-finals, 
watched his Premiership 
stragglers brash aside their 
opponents with ease. 

Sweden’s Anders Li m par 
began tbe goal-spree with a 
seventh minute strike and Joe 
Parkinson added his first ever 
goal for the dub before half- 
time. 

Paul Rideout, Duncan Fer- 
guson and Graham Stuart 
completed tbe rout as Ever- 
ton, who have won the com- 
etition four times, cruised to 
a surprisingly comfortable 
victory. 

After the biggest win of bis 
tenure at Everton, Royle 
angled out Lunpar for par- 
ticular after the Swede scored 
his second goal for the 
Merseysiders following his 
excellent strike at West Ham 
on Monday. 

Royle said: “I thought 
Anders was terrific. We all 
know what he can do but he's 
a bit of a nervous lad for all 
that he's done in his career, 
including his time in Italy. 

Royle also admitted that it 
would be difficult not to give 
the Swedish international a 
-permanent place in the first- 
team, adding: 

“You could see what im- 
mense ability he has and 
when be turns in a perform- 
ance like that you have to 
find a palce for him.” 

Tottenham, aiming for 
their third quarter-final place 
in the last five seasons, grab- 
bed a 21st minute lead 
against Southampton through 
German star Jurgen Klins- 
mann’s 20th goal of the sea- 
son. 

But their joy lasted just a 


minute before Jeff Kenoa 
was fouled and England in- 
ternational Mathew Le Us- 
sier, who has only missed one 
penatly in his career, con-, 
verted from the spot to earn 
Saints a replay chance at tbe 
Dell. 

Le Tissier’s penatly was 
supplemented by several mo- 
ments of sublime skill and his 
manager Alan Ball could 
offer nothing but praise for 
his England midfielder, 
saying: “Nothing he does 
ever surprises me. He comes 
up with something wonderful 
every day." 

Even Spurs boss Gerry 
Francis was forced to con- 
cede: “Nobody can foil to 
admire his skills and since 
Alan has been in charge he’s 
a fbpund a higher consistency 
level.” 

Another dramatic penalty 
decided the other fifth round 
tie in London with Clive Wil- 
son converting QPR's 
stoppage-time spot-kick to 
wreck first division MitiwalTs 
hopes of a quarter-final place 
at Loftus Road. 

QPR manager Ray Wilkins 
praised both sets of suppor- 
ters for their behaviour after 
the match was tipped as a 
potential trouble spot follow- 
ing the problems after MD1- 
wall’s fourth round replay 
against Chelsea. 

The eyes of the football 
world have been on English 
soccer supporters following 
Wednesday’s disgraceful 
scenes in Dublin, which 
forced the abandonment of 
England’s friendly interna- 
tional against the Republic of 
Ireland. 

Bnt the match passed off 
without violence and Wilkins 
said: “The most pleasing 
thing about the afternoon 
was die fact that both sets of 
supporters conducted them- 
selves to a high standard." 

Republic of Ireland inter- 
national David Kelly, whose 
goal sparked the riots in 
Wedneklay's Dublin friendly 


FOR RENT j^e^J && 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Studio of one bedroom, K & B. 

* One bedroom living room K & B. 

* Two bedrooms, living-dining room K & B. 

Central healing and telephones. 

Location: Jebai Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner Tel.; 667862/642351 

FURNISHED SEMI VILLA FOR RENT- 

Super deluxe, newly built villa, (not used) consisting ot 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 3 spacious salons. With internal 
and external decorations, separate entrance, telephone 
and central heating, surrounded by a garden. Has 
luxurious furniture. 

Location: Opposite the entrance to the Jordan University 
Hospital behind Badan female dormitory. 

Cal! tel: 840767 Samir Jarrar 


FOR SALE: “STILL IN PACK” 

Italian dish washer — JD 360, Italian clothes drier 
— JD 230, Japanese washing machine (normal) 7 
kg. — JD 240. 

Irbid 02/275492 call after 2 p.m. 


ROOM IN DEMAND! 

A retired linguist and his wife, both with an interna- 
tional background, want a reasonable furnished 
room placed with a family where they can use the 
facilities. Can tutor the children and do baby-sitting. 
Wife, formerly a geriatric nurse. 

Please write with full information to: 
YJLR^ P.O.Box 531 
Marj Al Hamam 117/32, 

Amman. 


against England, was <i g?in 
on target to clinch Wolves' 
1-0 victory over struggling 
Leicester. 

First division WatfonJ se- 
cured a dub record nine suc- 
cessive games without con- 
ceding a goal but were unable 
to score themselves against 
Premiership stragglers Crys- 
tal Palace. 

In the two Premiership 
games, Aston Villa main- 
tained their revival under 
Brian Little by beating Shef- 
field Wednesday 2-1 at Hill- 
sborough. 

Despite a second-half 
strike by Mark Bright, two 
first-half goals from Welsh 
striker Dean Saunders 
proved to be enough. 

Former Villa manager Ron 
Atkinson, who was replaced 
by little in November, en- 
joyed a victory in his first 
game since taking charge at 
Coventry with goals from 
Zimbabwean Peter Ndlovu 
and Mike Marsh sending 
West Ham into deeper re- 
legation trouble. 

Nantes reach new heights 

France's top marksman 
Patrice Loko scored his 18th 
goal of the season as league 
leaders Nantes continued 
their brilliant form to beat 
Marti gues 3-0 at borne on 
Saturday. 

Loko struck the first of 
Nantes’s goals in tbe 24th 
minute and played a major 
role in another as the club 
equalled Paris SG’s record of 
26 unbeaten matches from 
the start of a league season. 

Nantes will equal the over- 
all French record for con- 
secutive matches without loss 
if they win or draw their next 
match. 

PSG remained unbeaten 
for 27 matches in the middle 
of the 1992-93 season. 

Saturday's win, in a match 
postponed from last week be- 
cause of rain, put Nantes 11 
points dear of second-placed 
Lyon and champions Paris 


Pierce, Graf 
in Paris final 


Everton storm into F.A. quarters 


PARIS (AFP) — Mary 
Pierce gave disgruntled 
French sports fans something 
to cheer Saturday by sweep- 
ing into a title showdown 
with Steffi Graf at the 
S460.00G Indoor Open Gaz 
de France. 

Unhappy French rugby 
supporters, trooping silently 
out of the Parc des Princes 
just a few hundred yards 
away after Scotland’s historic 
victory in the Five Nations 
international, were puzzled 
to hear cheering coining from 
inside the 4,500-capacity 
Coubertin Stadium. 

The noise was being gener- 
ated by hundreds of youug 
Mary Pierce fans watching 
their idol finish off Croatian 
teenager Iva Majoti 6-3, 6-4 
in tiie second singles semi- 
final at the $460,000 event. 

The Canadian-born Pierce, 
who had come so dose to 
being eliminated before re- 
covering in her first match 
when she trailed Australian 
qualifier Rennae Stubbs 1-5 
in the third set, moved one 
step away from her first-ever 
tournament victory in her 
adopted France. 

Majoli, normally so steady 
from tbe baseline, could not 
match the sheer power of the 
recently crowned Australian 
Open champion and there 
was little she could do to 
prevent the 20-year-old 
Pierce lining up a sixth career 
meeting with Graf. 

The German, playing her 
first tournament after a 
three-month injury lay-off, 
showed no discomfort from 
the back problem she must 
nurse for the rest of her 
! career and she surged past 
her old rival Jana Novotna 
6-3, 6-2 for her 22nd win m 
their 25 encounters. 

“I was an excellent match, 
despite that scoreline, ’’ said 
Novotna, adding: “But ev- 
erything goes so fast when 
Steffi is on court. Yon have 
to try to slow her down. 

“I think she's just as good 
as I have ever seen her.” 

Graf, who revealed earlier 
this week that she had de- 
cided no to operate on a 
bone-growth in her lower 
back because it would mean 
nearly a year out of tennis 
without any certainty of suc- 
cess, said: “Obviously I'm 
extremely happy to be m the 
final. It makes up for all the 
bad times recently.” 

Watched by her parents 
Peter and Heidi Graf and 
Swiss coach Heinz Guntb- 
ardt, the five-time Wimble- 
don champion was still not 
one hundred per cent satis- 
fied. 

“Physically I still need a 
couple of weeks of good 
training,” she said, “but 
obviously I’m really pleased 
with the way things are 
going.” 

Graf has a special score to 


FLAT FOR RENT 

Newly-built, super deluxe, independent second- 
floor of a villa. Located in an excellent residential 
area, close to the Chinese Embassy in Dahiet Ai 
Rabia. Apt. area 300 sq. metres. 

Consisting of four bedrooms (one master), three 
bathrooms, spacious living room, attached to a big 
balcony, reception/dining area, a big built-in kitch- 
en, maid's room. 

Separate entrance and utilities including central 
heating system. 

For more details, please call 697952 


A Jordan company dealing In international tourism 
is offering the following full-time job opportunities: 

- one mate/ female Accounting and Personnel Manager who 
should have accounting experience, a strong personality and 
an excellent command ot both written and spoken English, 
experience in accounting in the tounsm field would be an 
advantage 

- three female A dministrat»ve Assistants who have an 
excellent Command of both written and spoken English, 
typing skills, additional languages such as German and or 
French would be an advantage 

- one female Reservations Administrator who has an excellent 
command of both written and spoken Engfish. typing skills, 
experience in the field of hotel reservations would be and 
advantage 

- one female Receptionist with an excellent command of 
spoken English and a pleasant personality 

Attractive salaries, social and health insurance a pleasant 
working environment 

Interested candidates should apply in writing with CV and 
recent photograph to: 

Managing Director 
P.O.Box: 940453 
Shmeteanl, Amman 11194 

AH applications will be treated whith the strictest confidentiality 


settle wiht Pierce who beat 
her at both tbe French Open 
and Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships last year. 

“I know what to expect 
against Mary,” she said. 

Graf will also be particular- 
ly motivated on Sunday 
since, if she wins in Paris, she 
will recapture the world 
number-one ranking from 
Spain’s Arantxa Sanchez. 

Sanchez took over the 
number-one spot last week. 

Pierce, who has been play- 
ing doubles with Novotna all 
week to improve her serve 
and volley, said: “I’ve got 
nothing to prove. Tin just 
glad Steffi’s back. 

“I feel fine physically and 
tbe crowd support here has 
been marvellous. I think I 
can win on Simday- 1 can only 
do my best.” 

Becker, Kafelniko v In 
MQan fmel 

Big serving Boris Becker 
meets surprise finalist 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov in the 
$680,000 Murafti Time In- 
door event here. 

Top seed Becker defeated 
sixth seeded Petr Korda from 
the Cxc ch Republic 7-6 (7# ), 
6-7 (3-7), 6-2, in two hours, 
38 minutes, and Russia’s 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov ousted, 
second seeded Croatian 
Goran Ivanisevic 7-5, 6-7 (4- 
7), 64. 

Korda said the German’s 
big serve was the winning 
difference. “Becker served 
tremendously, that was the 
key to tbe match,” he said. “I 
had five break point chances 
in tbe first set, but I bit the 
tape or had bad luck on all of 
them.” 

Becker's match win was his 
27th in Milan, an event where 
he has taken the title four 
times. The victory moves the 
27-year-old German one 
ahead of American John 
McEnroe, another four-time 
bolder here. 

It was McEnroe who hand- 
ed Becker the first of only 
two losses at the tournament, 
beating him in the first round 
in 1985, Becker’s debut here. 

Becker won the Marseille 
stop on the ATP Tour last 
week, his first tournament 
since a surprise first-round ■ 
defeat by Patrick McEnroe at 
the Australian Open. 

The German has never lost 
to Korda, and improved his 
career record to 5-0. Tbe 
match was a replay of last 
year’s final, which Becker 
won. 

Kafelnikov, celebrating his 
21st birthday Saturday night. 



French Mary Pierce i etui us the baM to Croa- 
tian Iva Majoti on Feb. 18 during their 
said-final imrii at the Paris Indoor Open. 


Pierce won 6-3, 6-4, to play German Steffi 
Graf for the title on Sunday (AFP photo) 


gave himself the best possible 
present with his wm over 
Ivanisevic. 

Tbe number five seed, who 
capped a fast rise from out- 
side the top 100 to tbe edge of 
tbe top 10 last year, crushed 
the 23-year-old Croatian’s 
hopes of getting into his first 
ATP tour final since the 
Stockholm Open in early 
November. 

Kafelnikov broke into die 
top 10 on January 30 and 
showed by his victory at the 
Forum that be is determined 
to hang on to his place in the 
elite group. 

The Russian from the 
Black Sea resort of Sochi 
reached his last career final 
the week before tbe U.S. 
Open at Long Island, where 
he defeated Frenchman Ced- 
ric Pioline. 

Martin beats Sampras 

Two match points away 
from victory Saturday, Pete 
Sampras tightened up. 

The world’s No. 1 player 
won his first set 6-4 against 
Todd Martin in the St. Jude 
Indoor tournament semifin- 
als. But Sampras missed two 
matches points and Martin 
pulled ouit a 4-6, 7-6 (8-6), 
6-3 victory. 

Martin will play Paul 
Haarhuis, who beat unseeded 
Jonathan Stark 6-4, 7-5 
Saturday night, in tbe finals. 

“It's like a bad dream,” 
said Sampras, who said he 
couldn't remember tbe last 
time be lost when he had 
match point. In fact, it hap- 
pened last May when he 
didn’t convert a match point 
before losing to Michael Sticfa 
in Germany. 

Sampras served for the 
match at 5-4 only to be broke 
by Martin, his friend and 


^Furnished Floor Fo^en^ 


Consists of 3 bedrooms , salon + dining 
room , living room f big kitchen, 

2 Balconies , 3 Bathrooms . In addition to 
Luxurious Fumiture.independent central 
heating, Telephone.overiooking the 
street+3 independent entries. 

Situated in Jabal Amman, between 4th -5th 
circle/ Near the Japanese Embassy 
For more Details Please call 


** 865093 -827736 J 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
' CO LTD 

Announces the invitation to tender 
No.: 15F/95 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid 
No. 15F/95 (for the supply, of (12000) 
metric tonnes of wet al uminium hydrox- 
ide). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply Depart- 
ment, until 1 :30 p.m. local time Tuesday 
i 28th, February 1995. Application for 
documents snould be accompanied by 
a non-refundable fee of JD(150) for 
1 each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Wednesday 8th, 
March 1995. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


practice partner who’s rank- 
ed No. 10. Theaet went to a 
tiebreaker, and Sampras 
jumped ahead 5-1. 

No matter what be tried, 
Sampras couldn’t put Martin 
away. Martin pulled out the 
tiebreaker 8-6 for the second 
set victory and broke Sam- 
pras in the first game of the 
final .set before jvuming. - 

“Basically the pressure was 
on me, and at mat point he 
had nothing to lose,” Sam- 
pras said. “He missed quite a; 
bit, but he made the right 
points.” 

Agasa-Sampras eye in- . 
door showdown 

World number one Pete 
Sampras and fast-charging 
number two fellow American 
Andre Agassi could meet for 
the first tune since their Au- 
stralian Open final here next 
Sunday in the U.S. Indoor 
fmaL 

The $714,250 ATP event 
features 32 players, including 
world number five Michael 
Chang and Australians Pat . 
Rafter and Mark Woodforde. 
But the mam attraction is a 
possible Sampras- Agassi 
duel.' 

Sampras, a two-time 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion, lost to Todd Mar- 
tin in tiie semi-finals of a 
tuneup Saturday in Memphis. 
But he thrives in tins city, 
where be made his pro debut 
at age 16 and won his first 
pro tide in 1990. 

Sampras has faced tough 
times off the court even as 
Agassi has challenged him for 
the top ranking. Sampras 
friend and coach Tim Gullik- 


son has been hospitalised 
with a brain tumor and golf- 
ing buddy Vitas Gem! aids 
died of carbon monoxide 
poisoning last year. 

In addition, long-time 
Sampras girlfriend Delaina 
Muicahy was hurt in a car 
accident 

“I’ve always kept a lot of 
things inside me on and off 
the court,” Sampras said. 

Schultz, Likhovtseva hi 

Oklahoma City final 

Top seed Brenda Schultz 
of tiie Netherlands and Rus- 
sian teenager Elena likhovt- 
seva took drastically different 
routes into tiie find of tiie Iga 
classic women's tennis 
tournament Saturday. 

Schultz needed just 64 mi- 
nutes to power her way past 
eighth-seeded American Pat- 
ty Fendick 6-2, 6-2. 

■ The ninth-seeded Likhovt- 
seva saved two match point in 
tiie third set before upsetting 
second-seeded American 
Amy Frazier 7-5 2-6 7-5. 

The 15th-ranked Frazier 
appeared to have control of 
the match after handily win- 
ning the second set and jump- 
ing out to a 3-0 third-set lead. 

Frazier maintained her 
edge through the eighth game 
of tbe deriding set and found 
herself serving for the match 
at 5-3. 

On her first match point, 
however, Frazier double 
faulted to keep the 19-year- 
old Russian’s chances alive. 

Frazier held another match 
point in tiie next game, bnt 
could not pot Likhovtseva 
away. 
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Yusra, Mahmoud Haraedieb 
in 

The Immigrant 
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PLAZA 


Tel.: 699238 | Cinema 
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Warriors 
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ROBOCOP “3” 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

awmoun theatre 

SUM ’A in the satirical play 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and drrected by 
Mohammad 4> Shawaazeh 

Daily from 830 p,m. 
Starring; 

Daoud Jalajel. Haifaa Al Agha, 
Nariman Al Faqih & Abdul 
Kamel Khalaifeh 


Td.: 675571; 

Mabtt Al MaaMM T ho a ftro 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 
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AMLAM THEATRE | 
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The political satire: 

AL SJUJUM YA SALAJMl. ‘ 
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News 


Russia dashes hope of 
ceasefire with Chechens 


MOZDOK, Russia (Agen- 
cies) — Russia's military 
commander in Chechenya on 
Sunday effectively dealt a 
death blow to talks with 
secessionist rebels, saying he 
would not extend a ceasefire 
which expired at 6 p.m. local 
time (1500 GMT). 

General Anatoly Kulikov 
released a statement at milit- 
ary headquarters in the town 
of Mozaok saying it was 
pointless holding further 
ceasefire talks after rebels 
had attacked Russian troops 
on Saturday. 

“The united military com- 
mand has exhausted all the 
'chances it had to stop the 
fighting and is now obliged to 
take adequate measures,” 
said the statement. 

Russian and Chechen 
military officials on Wednes- 
day agreed on a ceasefire, 
later extended to Sunday. 
The two sides accused each 
■other of violating the truce 
but nevertheless had been 
expected to meet on Sunday 
to discuss extending the deal. 

“For a week we stood on 
the threshold of peace, sin- 
cerely believed in this chance 
and did all we could to 
achieve it," said Mr. Kuli- 
kov. 

Russia drove rebel forces 
out of Grozny in early Febru- 
ary after more than two 
months of heavy fighting that 
destroyed the city and now 
would seem to have little 
choice but to push for the 
complete capitulation of their 
opponents. 

Gen. Kulikov blamed a 
small circle around rebel 


leader Dzhokhar Dudayev 
“ready to destroy thousands 
of people and buildings to 
further their political ambi- 
tions" for trying to break into 
Grozny on Saturday night. 

The Russian government 
press service said 80 rebels 
were killed when a group of 
fighters used mortars, gre- 
nade launchers and small . 
arms when they tried to move 
into the city from the west, 
near a big oil refinery. 

“The fighting lasted from 
1530 (1230 GMT) to 2100 
(1800 GMT). Dudayev's unit 
was blockaded and des- 
troyed,” the press service 
said in a statement. 

It said Russian positions 
near the village of Cheche- 
naul, near the southern sub- 
urbs of Grozny, had also 
been shelled. 

The headquarters of the 
Chechen insurgents, accord- 
ing to Interfax news agency, 
admitted the attack but said 
only two men had been 
wounded. The Chechen 
assault started at least 10 fires 
at the refinery. 

In Washington, adminis- 
tration officials said Saturday 
it was unlikely President Bill 
Ginton would agree to a May 
summit in Moscow in light of 
the bloody Russian campaign 
against Chechenya's self- 
declared independence. 

President Boris Yeltsin 
wanted Mr. Clinton to attend 
a 50th anniversary celebra- 
tion May 8 of the Allies' 
victory over Germany in 
World War II. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said earlier it 


was unlikely Mr. Ginton 
would attend, adding that 
“clearly, Chechenya was a 
factor” in the deliberation. 

A busload of Chechen pris- 
oners of war headed for 
Grozny Saturday for a pris- 
oner exchange with the Rus- 
sians, but ITAR-TASS said 
Sunday the exchange did not 
' take place. The bus bad not 
yet returned to Nazran, the 
agency said. 

However, the two sides did 
exchange the bodies of war 
dead, Moscow’s NTV news 
said, without giving any de- 
tails. The prisoner and corpse 
exchanges were part of the 
ceasefire agreement. 

Although tenuous, the 
brief truce allowed the Red 
Cross on Saturday to get its 
first convoy of aid to Grozny, 
a wasteland of rubble without 
heat, electricity, clean water. 

Many of the city’s 400,000 
residents have fled since the 
Russians first tried to storm 
the city on Dec. 31. After the 
failed ground assault, the Ru- 
slans changed tactics, attack- 
ing from a distance with 
heavy artillery, warplanes 
and missiles. 

Thousands of civilians are 
believed to have died in the 
merciless pounding, as well 
as in Russian attacks else- 
where in Chechenya. 

Russia's human rights com- 
missioner told Interfax that 
he believes 25,000 Chechen 
civilians may have been killed 
since the war began on Dec. 
11. Sergei Kovalyov spoke 
with Interfax on arrival from 
a meeting in Geneva with 
U.N. human rights officials. 


Israel considering gesture 


to Egypt on nuclear issue 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel has offered to allow 
Egypt to inspect a nuclear 
research facility and is con- 
sidering a further gesture to 
assuage Egyptian concerns 
on the nuclear issue, Israeli 
officials said Sunday. 

The officials said the na- 
ture of the Israeli gesture had 
not .been decided but that it 
might include a proposal to 
hold a dialogue between 
Egyptian and Israeli nuclear 
scientists. 

The suggestion came on 
top of an offer earlier this 
month in which Israel prop- 
osed that Egyptian experts be 
allowed to inspect the Nahal 
Sorek nuclear facility south 
of Tel Aviv. “It is a serious 
offer, one that is a departure 
from Israeli policy," an offi- 
cial told the Associated Press 
on condition of anonymity. 

However, the site has been 
previously inspected by inter- 
national experts of the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), and the 
offer did not produce any 
sign of softening by Egypt. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa has warned that 
Egypt may refuse to renew its 
signature on the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) if 
Israel refuses to join it as 
well. 


Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres met Friday in Paris 
with the foreign ministers of 
France and Egypt in an effort 
to defuse growing tension 
with Egypt over the issue. 
The treaty is scheduled to be 
reviewed at a conference 
starting in April. 

Mr. Peres indicated after 
the meeting that a crisis had 
been averted over the issue 
but did uot give details. 

The foreign ministry de- 
clined comment on the report 
about Israel considering a 
gesture to Egypt, which first 
surfaced in the daily Maariv 
newspaper. 

The newspaper said Sun- 
day that Israel was consider- 
ing hosting Egyptian nuclear 
experts, exchanging scientists 
or making a declaration that 
would calm Egypt’s concerns. 

“There are talks going on 
between us and the Egyptians 
on a possible compromise,” 
said Yigal Palmor, a foreign 
ministry spokesman. “There 
is an intention to calm the 
tensions and the unnecessary 
hate that is between us.” 

President Hosni Mubarak 
has rallied Arab countries to 
his warning that Egypt will 
refuse to sign the NPT unless 
Israel joins. 

But Israel steadfastly 
opposes international con- 


trol over a nuclear arsenal 
whose existence it refuses to 
acknowledge, hiding behind 
what it calls a “strategic fog.” 

Washington even dispatch- 
ed a representative to Israel 
to persuade the government 
to cool the clash before the 
treaty comes up for renewal 
in mid- April, foreign ministry 
officials said. 

Ambassador Mohammad 
Bassiuny has left Tel Aviv 
and returned to Cairo for 
consultations, but the Egyp- 
tian authorities kept the deci- 
sion quiet, a senior foreign- 
ministry official told AFP. 

“We may be heading for a 
bigger clash because the 
Egyptians will raise the 
stakes and we will continue to 
refuse to sign the treaty.” 

“But we are studying a 
series of gestures to bring 
relations with Egypt back to a 
normal level,” he. said. 

An official who demanded 
anonymity said Egyptian di- 
plomats had in recent months 
been moving to halt the pro- 
cess of normalisation be- 
tween Israel and other coun- 
tries, especially those with 
large Islamic populations. 
Egypt recently made pleas 
against upgrading relations to 
Tanzania, Djibouti and the 
Comoro Islands, the official 
said. 


Rival demands threaten U.N. 


plan amid new clashes in Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) The 
United Nations peace plan 
for Afghanistan was plunged 
into uncertainty Sunday after 
Taliban militants, who cap- 
tured another province, were 
reported to have set stiff con- 
ditions for a transfer of pow- 
er. 

Gashes were also reported 
overnight in Kabul between 
forces of President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani and challen- 


gers. 

A U.N. official confirmed 
negotiations were continuing 
with the Talibans and Presi- 
dent Rabbani. 

. “They are all making con- 
flicting demands," said the 
U.N. official, who requested 
anonymity. He said that a 
majority of the people in- 
cluded on a U.N. list for a 
new governing council in 
Kabul were headed for the 
Afghan capital. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported that Taliban 
troops drove into Palctika, 
southeast of Kabul, at dawn 
Sunday to a rousing welcome 
by residents. 

"There was no resistance,” 
AIP said. The area housed no 
major military installations, 
but the capture is of political 
significance since its chief 
commander was Arsala 
Rahman i, once deputy prime 
minister in Mr. Rabbani’s 
cabinet. 

The Talibans, who have 


become a key player in 
Afghan politics following 
their dramatic military victor- 
ies over the last six months, 
now control a third of Afgha- 
nistan. 

Meanwhile, light arms fire 
and rocket propelled gre- 
nades were traded in west 
Kabul between the Shiite 
Hezb-e-Wahadat faction and 
Mr. Rabbani’s forces over- 
night, military sources said 
Sunday. 

In intermittent fighting 
throughout the night, pro- 
Rabbani artillery shelled the 
Wahadat positions from a hill 
where the television tower is 
located. 

U.N. mediator Mahmoud 
Mestiri, who returned to 
Kabul from talks with the 
Taliban leaders Saturday, 
said the militants wanted a 
neutral security force in 
Kabul before the transfer of 
power, initially planned to 
take place by Monday. 

The Talibans, which want 
to disarm the countty and 
establish strict Islamic law, 
have demanded that only 
“good Muslims" be allowed 
on a proposed council set to 
take over from Mr. Rabbani. 

“They say the transfer of 
power will not have meaning 
if it is not supported by a 
neutral security force in 
Kabul at least," Mr. Mestiri 
said Saturday. 

“I think it is a reasonable 


condition and we have put it 
to Rabbani to think about it. 
But I don’t think it will be- 
come a major stumbling 
block." 

Mr. Mestiri wants warring 
Afghan factions, whose ba- 
lance of power is under threat 
from the Talibans poised out- 
side Kabul, to join a repre- 
sentative council to take over 
from Mr. Rabbani. 

The Talibans consider the 
mujahedeen, who drove for- 
mer Soviet troops out of 
Afghanistan in 1989, to be 
"criminals" responsible for 
nearly three years of blood- 
shed that has left more than 
20.000 dead. 

Mr. Mestiri came to Kabul 
from Islamabad Friday with a 
list of individuals drawn up 
by him after consulting 
Afghan mujahedeen factions 
and other groups. 

Reports suggest that peo- 
ple dose to former King Zah- 
er Shah, who has been living 
in exile in Rome since 1976, 
dominate the list. 

Mr. Mestiri has been 
joined by a representative of 
the 51-nation Jeddah-based 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) to assist 
him. 

Mr. Mestiri met former 
Defence Minister Ahmad 
Shah Masoud, a strongman in 
the presidential camp, Satur- 
day and discussed the Tali- 
hnn« source* *aid. 
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CROSSING: An Israeli soldier checks the permits of the 
Palestinian workers at Erez crossing on the border with the 
Gaza Strip on Sunday. A Palestinian teenager was shot dead 
by an Israeli soldier Sunday morning when be allegedly 
tried to cross the border without a permit. Nearly 900 


Gazans returned to work hi Israel Sunday after bang 
individually checked for explosives as the army eased a 
month-long closure of the territories following a suicide 
bombing in Beit Lid Jan. 22 (AFP photo) 


3 PSD officers retired; 
top positions reshuffled 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
government on Sunday 
reshuffled senior positions at 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD), retiring three 
senior officers as of March 1. 
1995. 

A statement issued Sunday 
said a Cabinet meeting on 
Saturday decided to retire 
Major General Muayyad 
Mubaslat, (PSD) assistant 
director for traffic affairs, 
Maj.-Gen. Mahmoud Abu 
Hammour, assistant for man- 
power affairs, and Maj.-Gen. 
Hashem A1 Qaisi. the PSD's 
inspector general. 

PSD Director General 
Lieutenant Genera! Abdul 
Rahman Ai Adwan Sunday 
decided to make the follow- 
ing appointments and trans- 
fers: 

Maj.-Gen. Mohammad 
Tarazi will assume office as 
PSD inspector general, suc- 
ceeding Maj.-Gen. Qaisi; 
Mahmoud Hadid will become 
acting director of the PSD's 
Preventive Security Office, 
Colonel Adnan A! Abdallat 
will become head of the Zar- 

S police department, and 
1. Ahmad Al Ghamarat 
will become director of the 
Royal Police Academy. 
Brigadier Abdullah 


Habahbeh will be transferred 
from the .Amman police de- 
partment to the PSD direc- 
tor's office to serve as assis- 
tant for judicial affairs. 

Brig. Ibrahim Sarairehwill 
be transferred from the 
Royal Police Academy to be- 
come assistant PSD director 
for traffic affairs, succeeding 
Maj.-Gen. Mubaslat. 


Brig. Ghaleb Zoubi will be 
transferred ffom the PSD’s 
personnel affairs department 
to become assistnt PSD direc- 
tor for manpower. 

Brig. Abdul Karim Al 
Tarawneb will be transferred 
from the Balqa police depart- 
ment to become head of the 
PSD department responsible 
for officers affairs. 


Brig. Adel Armouti will be 
transferred from the Preven- 
tive Security Office to head 
the Amman police depart- 
ment. 

Brig. Abdul Qader Al 
Ouran will be transferred 
ffom the Zarqa police depart- 
ment to become head of the 
Balqa police deprtment, and 
Abdul Razzaq Al Rakkad 
will be transferred from the 
Amman department to be- 
come deputy director of the 
Zarqa department. 



Go back to Tunis, envoy tells Arafat 


CAIRO (AFP) — Yasser Arafat should leave the Gaza 
Strip and go back to his former Tunis headquarters to put 
pressure on Israel to implement autonomy agreements, a 
Palestinian envoy here said Sunday. Mohammad Sobeih, 
Palestinian delegate to the Arab League, said: "Arafat 
must consider going back to Tunis following Israel’s refusal 
to implement the accord it signed on autonomy. He can't 
continue to stay in Gaza in tlus situation where nothing is 
clear in Israel's position. What is he doing there? By 
leaving he will put pressure on Israel." Mr. Sobeih added: 
“This derision can’t be a personal one and must be taken 
by PLO authorities." 


Israel to hold naval exercise with Arabs 


TEL AVTV (.AFP) — The Israeli navy will for the first time 
stage manoeuvres with several Arab fleets off Tunisia in 
March, the defence ministry said Sunday. Ships from 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia. Morocco and Tunisia will take part 
with Israeli vessels, spokesman Oded Ben Ami said. The 
exercise was agreed at multilateral talks on arms control 
and regional security, part of the Middle East peace 
process. 


Iran holds mass funeral for 3,000 soldiers 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A mass funeral was held Sunday for 
3,000 Iranian soldiers and militiamen killed in the 1980- 
19S8 war with Iraq whose remains have only recently been 
found. Ail the country’s top leaders as well as military 
officials took part in the ceremony held in front of the 
parliament building in central Tehran and attended by 
thousands of people. 


Court acquits Kuwaiti lawmaker of fornication 


KUWAIT (AP) — The criminal court has acquitted a 
parliament member of "committing a scandalous act” with 
a woman in a parked car and assaulting a policeman, his 
attorney disclosed Sunday. At the request of the defen- 
dant, Ahmad Nassar A! Shraiaan. lawmakers voted last 
year to lift his immunity for a trial, the first of its kind since 
parliament was established in 1963. Parliament members 
have accused the government of fabricating the incident to 
discredit the house. “The court was not convinced of the 
policeman’s story and found it contradictory." said defence 
lawyer Imad Al Seif. The ruling was announced Saturday. 


Wife-beating threatens Israeli envoy’s post 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The appointment of an Arab-Israeli 
mayor as ambassador to Finland was called into question 
Sunday after he admitted hitting his wife. “I slap my wife 
from rime to time. So what," Rafik Haji Yihiye told the 
Haaretz newspaper. The Labour Party stalwart and mayor 
of the Arab-Israeli town of Taibe has been pre-selected for 
Helsinki by a foreign ministry committee. He would 
become the first Arab with Israeli citizenship appointed as 
an Israeli ambassador. Labour Minister Ora Namir called 
Sunday for him to be barred. “A man who beats his wife 
cannot claim to represent the state of Israel in Helsinki or 
elsewhere.” she told the army radio station. Ms. Namir 
appealed to Foreign Minister Shimon Peres to find another 
candidate from the Arab-Israeli community “whose be- 
haviour is more in line with our morals." Mr. Yihiye also 
told the daily on Friday that he opposed the opening of a 
shelter for battered wives in his town. “A shelter would 
expose women to harmful influences." he said. 


Jordan is still awaiting 
Israeli envoy nomination 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Jordanian 
government has not received 
any official Israeli nomina- 
tion of an ambassador to the 
Kingdom and will act upon 
the issue as and when Israel 
formally sends a notification 
to the Foreign Ministry, a 
senior official said Sunday. 

Commenting on reports 
that the Israeli government 
had decided upon nominating 
Shimon Shamir as the Jewish 
state's first ambassador to 
Jordan, the official said: 

“We have heard and read 
in the media that Israel is 
nominating Mr. Shamir as 
ambassador to Jordan, but 
we have not received any 
official nomination yet.” 

“We will follow up on the 
matter and do the needful as 
and when we are officially 
notified of the nomination,'' 
added the official, who de- 
clined to be identified. 

Mr. Shamir, an academi- 
cian and Middle East expert 
who served as Israel’s ambas- 
sador to Egypt, was a com- 
promise candidate agreed 
upon by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin and Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres. 
Israeli reports said. 


Mr. Rabin bad wanted to 
nominate Ephraim Halevy, 
deputy head of the Mossad 
secret service, while Mr. 
Peres wanted career diplomat 
and foreign ministry official 
Yossi Gal to assume the post, 
according to the reports. 

The compromise was 
reached last week, and the 
Shamir nomination was for- 
malised Thursday, the re- 
ports said. 

The Rabin-Peres agree- 
ment on the nomination also 
cleared the way for the Israeli 
foreign ministry to nominate 
eight other ambassadors to 
fill vacant posts. 

The Jerusalem Post re- 
ported last week that the 
tussle over an ambassador to 
Jordan was holding up the 
eight nominations. “Unless 
we know who will be ambas- 
sador to Jordan, we cannot 
decide on other appoint- 
ments. If a person does not 


become ambassador to Jor- 
dan, he would automatically 
be eligible for another 
ambassadorial slot,” the Post 
quoted a foreign ministry 
source as saying. 

The vacancies that re- 
mained in limbo pending the 
decision on Jordan covered 
Italy, Switzerland, Holland. 
Denmark, Finland, India, 
Ethiopia and Mexico, accord- 
ing to die Post. 

In the meantime, Marwan 
Muasber, who is expected to 
take office as Jordan’s first 
ambassador to Israel, is ex- 
pected to head for Tel Aviv 
next month after some “tech- 
nical and procedural issues’* 
are settled, officials said. 

They noted that Dr. 
Muasher, who served as head 
of the Jordan Information 
Bureau in Washington, D.C., 
and later as spokesman for 
the Kingdom's peace nego- 
tiating team,' had to be sworn 
in as ambassador in the pre- 
sence of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

A Royal Decree has 
already been issued approv- 
ing Dr. Muasber’s appoint- 
ment; as ambassador. 

Officials said meanwhile 
that the foreign ministry had 
not received any official in- 
formation from the govern- 
ment of Saudi Arabia naming 
an ambassador to Amman 
and filling the four-year-old 
vacant post at the Saudi 
embassy in Amman. 

A local report said last 
week that the Riyadh govern- 
ment had decided to nomin- 
ate Abdullah Sudeiri. a rela-- 
tive of King Fahd, as its 
ambassador to Jordan. The 
report came after Hani Kha- 
lifeh took up office in Riyadh 
as Jordan's ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia last month. 

Riyadh called its ambassa- 
dor from Jordan and reduced 
the Jordanian diplomatic pre- 
sence in Saudi Arabia during 
the Gulf crisis. 

Relations have improved 
since then, and the Saudi 
acceptance of Mr. Khalifeh 
as Jordan's ambassador to 
Riyadh to replace Nasser 
Batayneh after more than 
three years was seen as a 
positive signal to the im- 
provement of ties. 


Palestinian petitionurges 

’ ft 

PNA to free detainees 


AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Palestinian activists and 
dozens of members of the 
Palestinian parliaraent-in- 
exile called on Sunday for the 

release of Palestinian prison- 
ers held in self-rule jails for 
opposing peace with Israel. 

A statement signed by 179 
Palestinians, including 60 
members of the Palestinian 
National Council, said the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) running the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank en- 
clave of Jericho since May, 
was to be blamed for the 
crackdown and for curtailing 
public freedoms and demo- 
cracy. 

“we hold Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's 
authority responsible for 
issuing orders to arrest these 
freedom fighters for opposing 
the occupation," the state- 
ment said. 

Most of the signatories are 
known leftists and indepen- 
dents who have vowed to 
sabotage the PLO’s self-rule 
deal with Israel. 

They included George 
Habash, head of the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, Nayef Hawatmeh, 
leader of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine, and three PLO Ex- 
ecutive Committee members 
who have suspended their 
membership to protest 


against the peace deal. 

Palestinian police, under 
pressure from Israel to crack 
down on militants behind a 
wave of bloody suicide bomb- 
ings, have arrested s-ores of 
activists in Gaza in -he past 
few weeks. 

The statement also conde- 
mned the PNA for setting up 
military courts to try activists, 
saying they were illegal. 

“We urge everyone to 
Oppose the decision to set up 
these so-called state security 
courts which have no func- 
tion but to strangle general 
political freedoms and demo- 
cracy," it said. 

The statement accused Mr. 
Arafat of using police repres- 
sion in the self-rule areas 
similar to that carried out by 
Israel. 

It compared the “methods 
of the Palestinian police 
which act with brutality 
under cover of darkness ana 
without legal or moral restric- 
tions to those of die Israeli 
occupation forces." 

It called for an “interna- 
tional solidarity campaign” 
with those arrested by the 
Palestinian police urging 
Arab and international, 
groups to seek the “release of 
these prisoners and those de- 
tained in Israel.” 

Those arrested included 
members of the DFLP, Isla- 
mic Jihad, and Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement. 



Major family 
caught In new 
love scandal 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major’s; 
public image as the “zre£ 

man” was splashed with a 
touch of colour Sunday with: 
news Us teenage son had 
been named as a third party: 
in a couple's divorce. James 
Major, 19, denied claims in 
Sunday newspapers that be 
had followed in Us fetter’s 
footsteps by having a youth- 
ful fling with an older 
woman, his colleague at a 
department store. The. re- 
velation earlier tins month 
that John Major had himself 
dated older woman Jean ' 
Kierans, before he met Us 
.wife Norma, left some media • 
commentators wondering if 
they had done him an injus-. 
tice by branding him a dull 
and colourless man. But Us 
son’s involvement in divorce 
proceedings, plastered over 
the front of nearly all Sun-. - 
day’s tabloid newspapers* 
may prove an embarrassment' 
for the unpopular prime.: 
minis ter. He quiedy dropped; 
Us “back to basics” moral 
crusade last year after scan- 
dals involving government 
ministers' own sex Kvesfsnd 
finan cial affair s led to accusa- 
tions of hypocrisy. The pap-., 
ers said gift shop owner 
Michael Jordache, 41, has" 
named Mr. Major’s son in. . 
divorce papers against Us 
wife Elaine, 32. She was de?: 

g uty manager at a Marks and 
pencer department store 
where James was a trainee. 
They no longer work 
together. Her husband claims 
James became besotted with 
his wife. He had seen the 
‘couple cuddling at a pyjama 
party at their home, found 
them alone together in a pub 
and discovered his wife had 
been calling James regularly 
on her mobile phone. The 
Mail On Sunday quoted a 
family friend of die Majors as 
saying: “James played no 
part in die couple’s split up. 
"He met her at Marks & 
.Spencer... they had a # brief 
relationship. “There is no 
question or him being a mar- 
riage breaker.” 


IIAE trader 
loses $55,000 in 
‘magic’ fraud. 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — A United 
Arab Emirate^ (UAE) trader 
lost nearly 200,000 dirhams 
($55,000) after he was con- 
ned by three Africans posing 
as magicians who could make 
his money grow. Al-Khaleej 
newspaper reported Saturday 
that the Africans persuaded 
the trader they could increase 
Us money by mixing it with a - -• 
small amount of “magic” ' 
money and asked him to 
hand them 800,000 dirhams ; 
($220,000). But he invested ; 
only 200,000 dirhams. “They 
placed the money in a bag y. 
and one of them asked theft- 
trader to get him a drink.*-; 
When he came back, the bag'ift- 
was wrapped in a piece <jt>; 
doth,” it said. “They tben^ 
told him he bad to wait a few^j 
days before opening the bag#£ 
A few days passed and 
Africans had not turned 
yet. He became suspidi 
and opened the bag to find ii 
empty.” Al-Khaleej, which?? 
did not identify the African^, 
or their victim, said it was theft" 
latest in a series of swindles 
the emirate. ‘..ijL- 
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gS£, official mass media 
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l0 E in response to an 
hv Bahraini In- 
SSarion Minister Tareq Al 
SSEd. The delegation is 
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Petra, director general. 


Abdullah Utoum. The de- 
Sion will meet during its 
Sreral-day visit with 
fehraini officials for talks on 
Sis of boosting and bol- 
Sg bilateral cooperation 
to media-related fields. 


jop French 
cop resigns 


PARIS (AFP) - A top 
French police official. Jac- 
ques Franquet. resigned on 
Monday after an aide to 
Prime Minister and presiden- 
tial candidate Edouard Balla- 
dor accused police of lying in 
order to gain permission to 
carry out a controversial 
wire-tap. Mr. Franquet. 
director of criminal investiga- 
tions, offered his resignation 
to Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua, the interior ministry 
said in a communique. Mr. 
Pasqua cut short a presiden- 
tial campaign meeting in 
Marseille, southern France, 
to return to Paris for a meet- 
ing with Mr. Franquet. 


Sudan to hold 
elections in Halaib 


KHARTOUM (AP) — 
Sudan will hold elections in a 
disputed border area in a 
move likely to inflame ten- 
sions with Egypt. The region, 
blown as Halaib, is a triangu- 
lar patch of desert bordering 
die Red Sea. Under an 1899 
&eaty, the land was incorpo- 
rated into Egypt. But three 
years later, Egypt gave Sudan 
administrative powers, and 
both now claim it. The area is 
largely populated by 
Sudanese nomads. Sudan has 
"Peered voters in Halaib in 
preparation for the elections, 
w tuch are to take place over 
J^eral months, said Abdul 
Jtoneim Al Zara, president 

r l ? e general elections 
board. 
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LONDON (R) — A polk 
man wbo fell while on _ 
duty at Queen Elizabeth’! 
Windsor Castle denied 
newspaper report which sai 
he was suing the Britr 
monarch for £250j0( 
($394,600) compensate 
Roger Mathastein, 4! 
agreed he was injured 
felling into a hole left 
workmen while patroDing-1 
castle at night. But he 
scribed the rest of the 
in the Sun newspaper as-:' 
figment of the imagination- 
“Don’t you think that if I 
in tiie process of suing- 
queen my solicitors 
nave told me?” Mr. 
tein told Britain’s Press i c 
ciation news agency. “I 
not aware of any mg 
writ being : issued.”. r 
Mathastein, who left his j 
last year, said he was r " 
some form of redrpffl. 
injuries but added 
no way we are. even «®*e^j 
siting the queen." 
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ALGIERS (AFP) — AJger- 
radical Islamic Armed 
claims in its latest 
“kly news buUetin that it is 
^ponsible for tbe killing of 
.Algerian cultural fi- 
Tunisian police 
2^- ? e daily Tribune 
"ported here Monday. The 

caSSi ? * at in tli e bulletin 
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